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Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas .
90th General Assembly A Blll

Regular Session, 2015 HOUSE BILL 1181

By: Representative Copeland

For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT TO CREATE THE HEALTH CARE INDEPENDENCE ACT
EXPANSION REPEAL AND PHASE-OUT ACT OF 2015; TO REPEAL
THE HEALTH CARE INDEPENDENCE ACT OF 2013; TO PROVIDE
A TEMPORARY PHASE-OUT PERIOD FOR EXISTING HEALTH CARE
INDEPENDENCE ACT ENROLLEES; TO DECLARE AN EMERGENCY;
AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Subtitle
TO CREATE THE HEALTH CARE INDEPENDENCE
ACT EXPANSION REPEAL AND PHASE-OUT ACT OF
2015; AND TO DECLARE AN EMERGENCY.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. DO NOT CODIFY. There is created the Health Care

Independence Expansion Repeal and Phase-Out Act of 2015.

SECTION 2. TEMPORARY LANGUAGE. DO NOT CODIFY. The Department of

Human Services shall amend the Arkansas Medicaid Program to eliminate all

eligibility categories created under the Health Care Independence Act of

2013, § 20-77-2401 et seq., or authorized under Section

1902(a) (10) (A) (i) (VIII) of the Social Security Act, effective on and after
July 1, 2015.

SECTION 3. TEMPORARY LANGUAGE. DO NOT CODIFY. Phase-out period.

(a)(l) The Department of Human Services may negotiate a temporary

waiver or waiver amendment with the federal Centers for Medicare and Medicaid
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Services in order to provide temporary coverage for all eligibility

categories created under the Health Care Independence Act of 2013, § 20-77-
2401 et seq., or authorized under Section 1902(a) (10) (A) (i) (VIII) of the
Social Security Act, 42 U.S.C. § 1396a, as of June 30, 2015.

(2) A person shall not be granted eligibility or be enrolled in

the temporary coverage created under this section unless he or she is

enrolled in an eligibility category created under the Health Care

Independence Act of 2013, § 20-77-2401 et seq., or authorized under Section
1902 (a) (10) (A) (i) (VIII) of the Social Security Act, 42 U.S.C. § 1396a, as of
June 30, 2015.

(3) A person granted eligibility for the temporary coverage

created under this section shall continue to meet the eligibility

requirements of the Health Care Independence Act of 2013, § 20-77-2401 et

seq., or authorized under Section 1902(a) (10) (A) (i) (VIII) of the Social

Security Act, 42 U.S.C. § 1396a, as it existed on June 30, 2015.

(4) A person who no longer meets eligibility requirements of the

Health Care Independence Act of 2013, § 20-77-2401 et seq., or authorized
under Section 1902(a) (10) (A) (i) (VIII) of the Social Security Act, 42 U.S.C. §

1396a, as it existed on June 30, 2015, shall be disenrolled immediately from

the temporary coverage created under this section.

(5) A person who is disenrolled from the temporary coverage

created under this section shall be ineligible to reenroll in the temporary

coverage.
(b) (1) Ninety (90) days after the effective date of this act, the

department shall notify all persons enrolled in the Health Care Independence

Program as of the effective date of this act that:

(A) The program shall end on December 31, 2015; and

(B) The coverage provided by the program shall expire on

December 31, 2015.

(2) The department shall notify a person enrolled in the Health

Care Independence Program on or after the effective date of this act that:

(A) The program shall end on December 31, 2015; and

(B) The coverage provided by the program shall expire on

December 31, 2015.

(c) Federal funds shall cover one hundred percent (100%) of the cost

of the temporary coverage created under this section.
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(d) State funds shall not be used to pay costs associated with the

Health Care Independence Act of 2013, § 20-77-2401 et seq., or authorized
under Section 1902(a) (10) (A) (i) (VIII) of the Social Security Act, 42 U.S.C.

1396a, or the temporary coverage created under this section.

(e) The temporary coverage created under this section shall be

implemented only if federal approval for the temporary coverage is received

by the state and approval is consistent with this section.

(f) The temporary coverage created under this section shall end no

later than December 31, 2015.

SECTION 4. Arkansas Code Title 20, Chapter 77, Subchapter 24, is
repealed.

Subechapter 24— Health Care Independence-Act—of 2013

20-77-2401 . Title~
IndependenceAetof 2013”-
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or—extended by the General Assembly-

SECTION 5. EMERGENCY CLAUSE. It is found and determined by the

General Assembly of the State of Arkansas that the Health Care Independence

Program should be terminated as soon as reasonably possible; that defunding

the program would have the effect of terminating the program on July 1, 2015,

but would not allow a phase-out period; that this act creates both a speedy

repeal and a phase-out period; that this act is immediately necessary to

assist the Department of Human Services to more efficiently conduct its

duties under this act. Therefore, an emergency is declared to exist, and

this act is immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace,

health, and safety, and shall become effective on:

(1) The date of this act’s approval by the Governor;

(2) 1If the bill is neither approved nor vetoed by the Governor,

the expiration of the period of time during which the Governor may veto the

bill; or

(3) If the bill is vetoed by the Governor and the veto is
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overridden, the date the last house overrides the veto.
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