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Senate Bill 449
By: Senators Wilkinson of the 50th, Ginn of the 47th, Harper of the 7th, Heath of the 31st
and Anderson of the 24th

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

To amend Part 3 of Article 4 of Chapter 11 of Title 16 of the Official Code of Georgia
Annotated, relating to carrying and possession of firearms, so as to exempt weapons carry
license holders from certain weapons carry restrictions; to account for weapons carry
reciprocity; to provide for conforming references; to provide for related matters; to repeal

conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA:

PART I
SECTION 1-1.

Part 3 of Article 4 of Chapter 11 of Title 16 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated,
relating to carrying and possession of firearms, is amended by adding a new subsection to
Code Section 16-11-130, relating to exemptions from Code Sections 16-11-126 through
16-11-127.2, as follows:

"(a.1) Except to the extent provided for in subsection (c.1) of this Code section, Code

Sections 16-11-126 through 16-11-127.2 shall not apply to or affect any person who is a

weapons carry license holder as provided in Code Section 16-11-129 or is licensed to carry

a weapon in any other state whose laws recognize and qive effect to a license issued

pursuant to this part as provided in subsection (e) of Code Section 16-11-126."

PART Il
SECTION 2-1.

Said part is further amended by revising Code Section 16-11-127, relating to carrying
weapons in unauthorized locations, as follows:
"16-11-127.

(a) As used in this Code section, the term:
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(1) 'Courthouse' means a building occupied by judicial courts and containing rooms in
which judicial proceedings are held.
(2) 'Government building' means:
(A) The building in which a government entity is housed;
(B) The building where a government entity meets in its official capacity; provided,
however, that if such building is not a publicly owned building, such building shall be
considered a government building for the purposes of this Code section only during the
time such government entity is meeting at such building; or
(C) The portion of any building that is not a publicly owned building that is occupied
by a government entity.
(3) 'Government entity' means an office, agency, authority, department, commission,
board, body, division, instrumentality, or institution of the state or any county, municipal
corporation, consolidated government, or local board of education within this state.
(4) 'Parking facility’ means real property owned or leased by a government entity,
courthouse, jail, prison, or place of worship that has been designated by such government
entity, courthouse, jail, prison, or place of worship for the parking of motor vehicles at
a government building or at such courthouse, jail, prison, or place of worship.
(b) Except as provided in Code Section 16-11-127.1 and subsection {e&)-ot{e) (c) of this
Code section, a person shall be guilty of carrying a weapon or long gun in an unauthorized
location and punished as for a misdemeanor when he or she carries a weapon or long gun
while:
(1) Inagovernment building asanonteense-holder;
(2) Ina courthouse;
(3) Inajail or prison;
(4) Inaplace of worship, unless the governing body or authority of the place of worship
permits the carrying of weapons or long guns by license holders;
(5) In a state mental health facility as defined in Code Section 37-1-1 which admits
individuals on an involuntary basis for treatment of mental illness, developmental
disability, or addictive disease; provided, however, that carrying a weapon or long gun
in such location in a manner in compliance with paragraph (3) of subsection (e} (c) of this
Code section shall not constitute a violation of this subsection;
(6) On the premises of a nuclear power facility, except as provided in Code Section
16-11-127.2, and the punishment provisions of Code Section 16-11-127.2 shall supersede
the punishment provisions of this Code section; or
(7) Within 150 feet of any polling place when elections are being conducted and such
polling place is being used as a polling place as provided for in paragraph (27) of Code

Section 21-2-2, except as provided in subsection (i) of Code Section 21-2-413.
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ey Subsection (b) of this Code section shall not apply:

(1) To the use of weapons or long guns as exhibits in a legal proceeding, provided such
weapons or long guns are secured and handled as directed by the personnel providing
courtroom security or the judge hearing the case;

(2) Toalicense holder who approaches security or management personnel upon arrival
at a location described in subsection (b) of this Code section and notifies such security
or management personnel of the presence of the weapon or long gun and explicitly
follows the security or management personnel's direction for removing, securing, storing,
or temporarily surrendering such weapon or long gun; and

(3) Toaweapon or long gun possessed by a license holder which is under the possessor's
control in a motor vehicle or is in a locked compartment of a motor vehicle or one which
is ina locked container in or a locked firearms rack which is on a motor vehicle and such

vehicle is parked in a parking facility.
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£H(d) Nothing in this Code section shall in any way operate or be construed to affect,

repeal, or limit the exemptions provided for under Code Section 16-11-130."

SECTION 2-2.

Said part is further amended by revising paragraph (2) of subsection (b) and paragraphs (18)
through (20) of subsection (c) of Code Section 16-11-127.1, relating to carrying weapons
within school safety zones, at school functions, or on a bus or other transportation furnished

by a school, as follows:

"2)

- Any person
who t5-not-ateense-holder-who violates this subsection shall be guilty of a felony and,
upon conviction thereof, be punished by a fine of not more than $10,000.00, by
imprisonment for not less than two nor more than ten years, or both.”

"(18) Constables of any county of this state; or

(19) Any person who is 18 years of age or older or currently enrolled in classes on the
campus in question and carrying, possessing, or having under such person's control an
electroshock weapon while in or on any building or real property owned by or leased to
such public technical school, vocational school, college or university or other public
institution of postsecondary education; provided, however, that, if such person makes use
of such electroshock weapon, such use shall be in defense of self or others. The
exemption under this paragraph shall apply only to such person in regard to such
electroshock weapon. As used in this paragraph, the term ‘electroshock weapon' means
any commercially available device that is powered by electrical charging units and
designed exclusively to be capable of incapacitating a person by electrical charge,
including, but not limited to, a stun gun or taser as defined in subsection (a) of Code
Section 16-11-106:-of
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166 PART Il1
167 SECTION 3-1.

168 All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.
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