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AN ACT relating to hunting at night.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 150.370 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
No person shall take any wildlife except during the open season for the particular species as prescribed by the department.

(2)
Subsection (1) of this section shall not apply to persons who hunt red fox at night with dogs for sport and not to kill; and who during daylight or night hours exercise and train rabbit dogs, raccoon dogs, bird dogs, and retrievers, but not to kill. The department shall not restrict the right of persons to train or hunt with dogs at night at any time during the year if the training or hunting is:

(a)
For sport and not to kill;

(b)
Done in compliance with all other relevant statutes and administrative regulations;

(c)
Conducted on private property with the landowner's permission; and

(d)
Not conducted on property where the landowner has authorized the night hunting of coyotes.[The department may, however:

(a)
Regulate training seasons for rabbit dogs, raccoon dogs, bird dogs, and retrievers in such manner as not to discriminate against one (1) type of animal over any other nor as to unduly limit such activities; and

(b)
Permit rabbit dog, raccoon dog, bird dog, fox dog, and retriever meets held by organized clubs, regardless of any hunting season, with the prior approval of the department provided said approval was requested at least thirty (30) days prior to the meet.]
Section 2.   KRS 150.360 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
No person shall take any wildlife, whether protected by this chapter or not, except by trapping, snaring, gig, crossbow, bow and arrow, hook and line, nets, gun, gun and dog, dog, falconry, or as expressly prescribed by regulation.

(2)
Shotguns used in the taking of wildlife, protected or unprotected, shall not be larger than 10-gauge and shall be fired from the shoulder. No wildlife, except deer, protected or unprotected, shall be taken with or by means of any automatic loading or hand-operated repeating shotgun capable of holding more than three (3) shells, the magazine of which has not been cut off or plugged with a one (1) piece filler incapable of removal through the loading end, in such manner as to reduce the capacity of the gun to not more than three (3) shells at one (1) time in the magazine and chamber combined.

(3)
No person shall take or attempt to take any wildlife, protected or unprotected, from an automobile, or other vehicle, unless prescribed by regulation. Boats may be used except as prohibited by state or federal regulation.

(4)
No person shall discharge any firearm, bow and arrow, crossbow or other similar device, upon, over, or across any public roadway.

(5)
No person shall take wildlife, except opossum, raccoon, fishes and frogs, with lights or other means designed to make wildlife visible at night.

(6)
Coyotes may be taken at night with or without the use of lights or other means designed to make wildlife visible at night, as established by administrative regulation. If a person is found guilty of entering upon the land of another to hunt coyotes at night without permission in violation of KRS 150.092, the person shall, in addition to the penalties set forth in KRS 150.990(15) and any other penalties established in this chapter or the administrative regulations promulgated hereunder:

(a)
Pay an additional penalty of five hundred dollars ($500) per offense;

(b)
Forfeit his or her license or, if license-exempt, the privilege to perform the acts authorized by the license, for one (1) year for each offense, beginning with the first offense; and

(c)
If the offense results in a hunting dog being killed or injured to such an extent that it can no longer hunt, pay an additional one thousand dollars ($1,000) per dog in restitution to the owner of the dog.
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