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A RESOLUTION opposing the United States' participation in the United Nations' Arms Trade Treaty.

WHEREAS, in July 2012, the United Nations' Conference on Arms Trade Treaty convened to negotiate the text of the Arms Trade Treaty; and

WHEREAS, although during the conference members failed to adopt a treaty, the conference did put forth a draft treaty which could provide a basis for future negotiations; and

WHEREAS, in November, the United Nations General Assembly’s Disarmament Committee approved a resolution calling for a new round of negotiations on the Arms Trade Treaty in March 2013 using the draft treaty as a basis for future work on the Arms Trade Treaty; and

WHEREAS, on the basis of the text of the draft Arms Trade Treaty, conventional weapons would be regulated which could impact private firearms ownership; and

WHEREAS, the Second Amendment to the Constitution of the United States firmly states, "A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed"; and

WHEREAS, Section 1 of the Constitution of Kentucky states that among the certain inherent and inalienable rights of men is the right to bear arms in defense of themselves and of the State, subject to the power of the Kentucky General Assembly to enact laws; and

WHEREAS, the provisions set forth in the draft treaty require additional administrative burdens to the arms industry and to governments; and

WHEREAS, the ratification of the United Nations' Arms Trade Treaty would encroach on the United States' sovereignty at the expense of our laws and even our Constitution;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of Kentucky opposes the United States' participation in the Arms Trade Treaty, and if signed by the President and ratified by the United States' Senate, opposes the appropriation of any federal or state funds to implement the treaty.
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