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A JOINT RESOLUTION designating a portion of United States Highway 41 between Exit 79 and Exit 81 in Henderson County in honor of Congressional Medal of Honor recipients Sergeant First Class Gary Lee Littrell and Private First Class Luther Skaggs, Jr. 

WHEREAS, Sergeant First Class Gary Lee Littrell was born on October 26, 1944, in Henderson County, Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, Sergeant First Class Gary Lee Littrell served with the United States Army Advisory Team 21, II Corps Advisory Group during the Vietnam War; and

WHEREAS, in the spring of 1970, Sergeant First Class Gary Lee Littrell took command of the 23rd South Vietnamese Ranger Battalion after one American advisor was killed and two other American advisors were wounded; and

WHEREAS, during the course of the four-day battle, Sergeant First Class Gary Lee Littrell exhorted the South Vietnamese troops he was commanding to not to give up and, with complete disregard for his own safety, distributed ammunition, helped the wounded, and called in air support and artillery fire on the enemy; and

WHEREAS, Sergeant First Class Gary Lee Littrell was awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor for his bravery and risk of his own life by President Richard Nixon on October 15, 1973; and

WHEREAS, Private First Class Luther Skaggs, Jr. was born on March 3, 1923, in Henderson County, Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, Private First Class Luther Skaggs, Jr. served with the United States Marine Corps during World War II; and

WHEREAS, during action against the Japanese forces in 1944, Private First Class Luther Skaggs, Jr. took command of his squad after the section leader became a casualty of a heavy mortar barrage; and

WHEREAS, Private First Class Luther Skaggs, Jr. bravely led his men 200 yards through intense enemy fire to a position to deliver effective coverage of the assault on a strategic cliff; and 

WHEREAS, while defending this vital position, Private First Class Luther Skaggs, Jr. was critically wounded by a grenade exploding in the foxhole he was in, shattering the lower part of one leg; and 

WHEREAS, Private First Class Luther Skaggs, Jr. quickly applied an improvised tourniquet while returning enemy fire with his rifle and hand grenades for eight hours; and 

WHEREAS, Private First Class Luther Skaggs, Jr. then crawled unassisted to the rear to continue the fight against the Japanese. Private First Class Luther Skaggs, Jr. did not seek medical attention until the fighting had ended which resulted in the loss of his leg; and

WHEREAS, Private First Class Luther Skaggs, Jr. was awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor for his bravery and risk of his own life by President Harry S. Truman on June 15, 1945; and 

WHEREAS, the designation of a highway in honor of Congressional Medal of Honor recipients Sergeant First Class Gary Lee Littrell and Private First Class Luther Skaggs, Jr. will serve as a constant reminder of their bravery and sacrifice;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Transportation Cabinet is hereby directed to designate a portion of United States Highway 41 between Exit 79 and Exit 81 in Henderson County as the "Medal of Honor Recipients: SFC Littrell/PFC Skaggs Highway" and shall, within 30 days of the effective date of this Resolution, erect appropriate signs denoting this designation.
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