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AN ACT related to the interference of the operation of an aircraft.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 183 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
As used in this section, "laser" means any device designed or used to amplify electromagnetic radiation by stimulated emission that emits a beam.

(2)
A person shall not knowingly direct at an aircraft, any light emitted from a laser device or any other source which is capable of interfering with the vision of a person operating the aircraft.

(3)
This section shall not apply to:

(a)
An authorized individual in the conduct of research and development or flight test operations conducted by an aircraft manufacturer, the Federal Aviation Administration, or any other person authorized by the Federal Aviation Administration to conduct such research and development or flight test operations; or

(b)
Members or elements of the United States Department of Defense or United States Department of Homeland Security acting in an official capacity for the purpose of research, development, operations, testing, or training.

Section 2.   KRS 183.990 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Any person violating any of the provisions of this chapter with respect to operation of aircraft, or violating the provisions of any rule, regulation, or ordinance adopted under KRS 183.133(6), shall be fined not less than ten dollars ($10) nor more than one hundred dollars ($100) or imprisoned not more than ninety (90) days or both.

(2)
Each violation of the statutes pertaining to the state airport zoning commission or of any order, rule, or regulation promulgated pursuant thereto shall be punishable by a fine of not less than one hundred dollars ($100) nor more than five hundred dollars ($500) or imprisonment for not more than thirty (30) days or both and each day a violation continues to exist shall constitute a separate offense.

(3)
Any person who violates the provisions of KRS 183.886 shall be fined not less than fifty dollars ($50) nor more than one thousand dollars ($1,000) or shall be imprisoned in the county jail for not less than ten (10) nor more than ninety (90) days, or both.

(4)
Any person who violates the provisions of subsection (2) of Section 1 of this Act shall be guilty of:

(a)
A Class A misdemeanor; or

(b)
A Class D felony, if the violation causes a significant change of course or a serious disruption to the safe travel of the aircraft that threatens the physical safety of the passengers and crew of the aircraft.
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