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SENATE BILL NO. 165
INTRODUCED BY M. MACDONALD, D. SANDS

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING PROPERTY TAXES ON CERTAIN DESTROYED
PROPERTY AND ABANDONED FRAKHERS MOVABLE HOUSING; PROVIDING AN EXEMPTION ANB

FOR
UNINHABITABLE MOVABLE HOUSING; PROVIDING ABEFNTHON DEFINITIONS; AMENDING SECHONS

SECTION 15-6-219, 45-16-61+1-ANB-15-16-612; MCA; AND PROVIDING AN APPLICABILITY DATE."
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 15-6-219, MCA, is amended to read:

"15-6-219. Personal and other property exemptions. The following categories of property are exempt
from taxation:

(1) harness, saddlery, and other tack equipment;

(2) the first $15,000 or less of market value of tools owned by the taxpayer that are customarily
hand-held and that are used to:

(a) construct, repair, and maintain improvements to real property; or

(b) repair and maintain machinery, equipment, appliances, or other personal property;

(3) all household goods and furniture, including but not limited to clocks, musical instruments, sewing
machines, and wearing apparel of members of the family, used by the owner for personal and domestic purposes
or for furnishing or equipping the family residence;

(4) a bicycle or a moped, as defined in 61-8-102, used by the owner for personal transportation
purposes;

(5) items of personal property intended for rent or lease in the ordinary course of business if each item
of personal property satisfies all of the following:

(a) the acquired cost of the personal property is less than $15,000;

(b) the personal property is owned by a business whose primary business income is from rental or lease
of personal property to individuals and no one customer of the business accounts for more than 10% of the total
rentals or leases during a calendar year; and
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(c) the lease of the personal property is generally on an hourly, daily, weekly, semimonthly, or monthly
basis;

(6) space vehicles and all machinery, fixtures, equipment, and tools used in the design, manufacture,
launch, repair, and maintenance of space vehicles that are owned by businesses engaged in manufacturing and
launching space vehicles in the state or that are owned by a contractor or subcontractor of that business and that
are directly used for space vehicle design, manufacture, launch, repair, and maintenance;

(7) a title plant owned by a title insurer or a title insurance producer, as those terms are defined in
33-25-105;

(8) air and water pollution control and carbon capture equipment, as defined in 15-6-135, placed in
service after January 1, 2014; and

(9) ahousetratter HOUSETRAILER, MANUFACTURED HOME, or mobile home that receives an exemption from

the department based on traiter abandonment status, as defined PROVIDED in 45=-16=6+% [SECTION 2]; and

£9(10) personal property used in the manufacture of ammunition components as provided in 30-20-204.

(Subsection {9} (10) terminates December 31, 2024--sec. 16, Ch. 440, L. 2015.)"
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NEW SECTION. SECTION 2. EXEMPTION -- ABANDONED HOUSETRAILER, MANUFACTURED HOME, OR MOBILE

HOME. (1) THERE IS A PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION FOR MOVABLE HOUSING THAT IS UNINHABITATED BECAUSE IT IS NO

LONGERFIT FORHUMAN HABITATION. TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR THE EXEMPTION, AN APPLICANT MUST MEET THE REQUIREMENTS

OF THIS SECTION. THIS SECTION DOES NOT APPLY TO MOVABLE HOUSING THAT RECEIVES AN ABATEMENT FOR A NATURAL

DISASTER AS PROVIDED IN 15-16-611.

(2) IF THE MOVABLE HOUSING HAS A PRODUCTIVE USE OTHER THAN HUMAN HABITATION, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL

ASSESS A VALUE TO THE PROPERTY BASED ON THE PRODUCTIVE USE.

(3) (A) A CLAIM FOR AN EXEMPTION MUST BE FILED BY MARCH 1 OF THE TAX YEAR FOR WHICH THE EXEMPTION

IS SOUGHT ON AN APPLICATION FORM PROVIDED BY THE DEPARTMENT. AN APPLICANT THAT DOES NOT APPLY FOR AN

EXEMPTION DURING THE FIRST YEAR OF THE VALUATION CYCLE MAY APPLY DURING THE SECOND YEAR OF THE CYCLE.

(B) THE EXEMPTION APPLICATION FORM MUST CONTAIN AN AFFIRMATION THAT THE MOVABLE HOUSING SATISFIES

THE PROVISIONS OF THIS SECTION AND ANY OTHER INFORMATION REQUIRED BY THE DEPARTMENT THAT IS RELEVANT TO

THE APPLICANT'S ELIGIBILITY.

(c) WHEN PROVIDING INFORMATION TO THE DEPARTMENT FOR QUALIFICATION UNDER THIS SECTION, AN

APPLICANT IS SUBJECT TO THE FALSE SWEARING PENALTIES ESTABLISHED IN 45-7-202.

(D) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL INVESTIGATE THE INFORMATION PROVIDED IN AN APPLICATION AND ANY

INFORMATION PROVIDED BY A THIRD PARTY OR LOCAL GOVERNMENT. A LOCAL GOVERNMENT MAY ASSIST AN OWNER OF

MOVABLE HOUSING TO SUBMIT AN APPLICATION FOR AN EXEMPTION.

(4) AFTER AN EXEMPTION IS APPROVED, THE APPLICANT REMAINS ELIGIBLE FOR THE EXEMPTION AS LONG AS THE

PROPERTY CONTINUES TO SATISFY THE PROVISIONS OF THIS SECTION.

(5) AS USED IN THIS SECTION, THE FOLLOWING DEFINITIONS APPLY:

(A) "MOVABLE HOUSING" MEANS A HOUSETRAILER, MANUFACTURED HOME, OR MOBILE HOME THAT IS NOT

TREATED AS AN IMPROVEMENT TO REAL PROPERTY AS DEFINED IN 15-1-101.

(B) "PRODUCTIVE USE" MEANS USED FOR LIVESTOCK OR STORAGE OF PERSONAL PROPERTY.

NEW SECTION. SECTION 3. CODIFICATION INSTRUCTION. [SECTION 2] IS INTENDED TO BE CODIFIED AS AN

INTEGRAL PART OF TITLE 15, CHAPTER 6, PART 2, AND THE PROVISIONS OF TITLE 15, CHAPTER 6, PART 2, APPLY TO

[SECTION 2].
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1 NEW SECTION. Section 4. Applicability. [This act] applies to property tax years beginning after

2 December 31, 2019.
3 -END -
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