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A BILL TO BE ENTITLED

AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR AN APPROPRIATE MENTAL HEALTH ASSESSMENT TO
BE PROVIDED FOR JUVENILES WHO HAVE BEEN ADJUDICATED DELINQUENT.
The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:
SECTION 1.(a) G.S. 7B-1501 is amended by adding a new subdivision to read:
"(24a) Severe emotional disturbance. — A diagnosable mental, behavioral, or

emotional disorder of sufficient duration to meet diagnostic criteria specified
within DSM-5 that resulted in functional impairment which substantially
interferes with or limits the child's role or functioning in family, school, or
community activities in a person who is under the age of 18."

SECTION 1.(b) G.S. 7B-2502 reads as rewritten:
"8 7B-2502. Evaluation and treatment of undisciplined and delinquent juveniles.
@ In any case, the court may order that the juvenile be examined by a physician,
psychiatrist, psychologist, or other qualified expert as may be needed for the court to determine
the needs of the juvente-juvenile, as follows:

1)

In the case of a juvenile adjudicated delinquent for committing an offense that
involves the possession, use, sale, or delivery of alcohol or a controlled
substance, the court shall require the juvenile to be tested for the use of
controlled substances or alcohol within 30 days of the adjudication. In the case
of any juvenile adjudicated delinquent, the court may, if it deems it necessary,
require the juvenile to be tested for the use of controlled substances or alcohol.
The results of these initial tests conducted pursuant to this subsection shall be
used for evaluation and treatment purposes only. In placing a juvenile in
out-of-home care under this section, the court shall also consider whether it is
in the juvenile's best interest to remain in the juvenile's community of
residence.

In the case of a juvenile with a suspected mental illness or developmental
disability that has been adjudicated delinquent, the court shall order a
comprehensive clinical assessment or other appropriate mental health
assessment, unless the court finds an appropriate mental health assessment has
been conducted within the last 45 days before the adjudication hearing. An
assessment ordered by a court under this subdivision shall evaluate the
developmental, emotional, behavioral, and mental health needs of the

juvenile.
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(al) If an assessment is ordered by the court under subsection (a) of this section, the court
shall review the assessment prior to the date of disposition in the case. If the court finds sufficient
evidence that the juvenile has severe emotional disturbance, as defined in G.S. 7B-1501(24a), or
a_developmental disability, as defined in G.S. 122C-3(12a), that, in the court's discretion,
substantially contributed to the juvenile's delinguent behavior, the court shall order a care review
team to be convened by the local management entity/managed care organization and assigned to
the case.

(a2) If a care review team is assigned to a case by the court under subsection (al) of this
section, the care review team shall develop a recommendation plan for appropriate services and
resources that address the identified needs of the juvenile. The care review team shall submit a
recommendation to the court within 30 calendar days of the date of the court order convening the
care review team. The court shall review the recommendation plan when determining the
juvenile's disposition in accordance with G.S. 7B-2501(c). A care review team shall consist of,
at a minimum, all of the following:

(1)  The juvenile.
2 The juvenile's parents, guardian, or custodian.

(2)

3) Representatives from the Juvenile Justice Section of the Division of Adult
Correction and Juvenile Justice of the Department of Public Safety.
4
)

Representatives from the local management entity/managed care organization
whose catchment area overlaps with the court that is hearing the case.
Representatives from any State agency or local department of social services
that is currently providing services to the juvenile or the juvenile's family.

(b) upon—eempleﬂen—ef—the—examnatlon—the—The court shaII conduct a hearlng to
determine w M . ,
ether—evaluatren—er—treatrnent—and—who should pay the cost of the assessment, evaluatlon or
treatment—treatment pursuant to this section. The county manager, or any other person who is

designated by the chair of the board of county commissioners, of the county of the juvenile's
resrdence shaII be notrfled of the hearrng, and aIIowed to be heard Jrf—theeeurt—ﬂnds—the—wa,ten#e

theThe court shaII permlt the parent guardran custodran or other responsrble persons to arrange
for evaluation or treatment. If the parent, guardian, or custodian declines or is unable to make
necessary arrangements, the court may order the needed evaluation or treatment, surgery, or care,
and the court may order the parent to pay the cost of the care pursuant to Article 27 of this
Chapter. If the court finds the parent or funding from the Juvenile Justice Section of the Division
of Adult Correction and Juvenile Justice of the Department of Public Safety is unable to pay the
cost of evaluation or treatment, the court shall order the county to arrange for evaluation or
treatment of the Juvenlle and to pay for the cost of the evaluatlon or treatment. —'Fheueeunty
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SECTION 2. This act becomes effective October 1, 2021, and applies to petitions
filed on or after that date.
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