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131st General Assembly

Regular Session H. B. No. 587

2015-2016
Representative Boyce

A  B I L L

To amend sections 109.73, 109.742, 109.77, 109.79, 

and 109.80 and to enact sections 2901.51 and 

2901.52 of the Revised Code to require law 

enforcement officers to use dashboard cameras 

and body cameras during any time that they are 

interacting with any member of the public while 

in the performance of their duties, to provide 

for state financial assistance to local law 

enforcement agencies for the purchase of such 

cameras and related equipment, and to make an 

appropriation.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 109.73, 109.742, 109.77, 109.79, 

and 109.80 be amended and sections 2901.51 and 2901.52 of the 

Revised Code be enacted to read as follows:

Sec. 109.73. (A) The Ohio peace officer training 

commission shall recommend rules to the attorney general with 

respect to all of the following: 

(1) The approval, or revocation of approval, of peace 

officer training schools administered by the state, counties, 
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municipal corporations, public school districts, technical 

college districts, and the department of natural resources;

(2) Minimum courses of study, attendance requirements, and 

equipment and facilities to be required at approved state, 

county, municipal, and department of natural resources peace 

officer training schools;

(3) Minimum qualifications for instructors at approved 

state, county, municipal, and department of natural resources 

peace officer training schools;

(4) The requirements of minimum basic training that peace 

officers appointed to probationary terms shall complete before 

being eligible for permanent appointment, which requirements 

shall include training in the handling of the offense of 

domestic violence, other types of domestic violence-related 

offenses and incidents, and protection orders and consent 

agreements issued or approved under section 2919.26 or 3113.31 

of the Revised Code; crisis intervention training; and training 

in the handling of missing children and child abuse and neglect 

cases; and training in handling violations of section 2905.32 of 

the Revised Code; training in the use of body cameras and 

dashboard cameras consistent with division (G) of section 

2901.51 of the Revised Code; and the time within which such 

basic training shall be completed following appointment to a 

probationary term;

(5) The requirements of minimum basic training that peace 

officers not appointed for probationary terms but appointed on 

other than a permanent basis shall complete in order to be 

eligible for continued employment or permanent appointment, 

which requirements shall include training in the handling of the 

offense of domestic violence, other types of domestic violence-
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related offenses and incidents, and protection orders and 

consent agreements issued or approved under section 2919.26 or 

3113.31 of the Revised Code,; crisis intervention training, and; 

training in the handling of missing children and child abuse and 

neglect cases, and; training in handling violations of section 

2905.32 of the Revised Code,; training in the use of body 

cameras and dashboard cameras consistent with division (G) of 

section 2901.51 of the Revised Code; and the time within which 

such basic training shall be completed following appointment on 

other than a permanent basis;

(6) Categories or classifications of advanced in-service 

training programs for peace officers, including programs in the 

handling of the offense of domestic violence, other types of 

domestic violence-related offenses and incidents, and protection 

orders and consent agreements issued or approved under section 

2919.26 or 3113.31 of the Revised Code, in crisis intervention, 

and in the handling of missing children and child abuse and 

neglect cases, and in handling violations of section 2905.32 of 

the Revised Code, and in the use of body cameras and dashboard 

cameras consistent with division (G) of section 2901.51 of the 

Revised Code, and minimum courses of study and attendance 

requirements with respect to such categories or classifications;

(7) Permitting persons, who are employed as members of a 

campus police department appointed under section 1713.50 of the 

Revised Code; who are employed as police officers by a qualified 

nonprofit corporation police department pursuant to section 

1702.80 of the Revised Code; who are appointed and commissioned 

as bank, savings and loan association, savings bank, credit 

union, or association of banks, savings and loan associations, 

savings banks, or credit unions police officers, as railroad 

police officers, or as hospital police officers pursuant to 
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sections 4973.17 to 4973.22 of the Revised Code; or who are 

appointed and commissioned as amusement park police officers 

pursuant to section 4973.17 of the Revised Code, to attend 

approved peace officer training schools, including the Ohio 

peace officer training academy, and to receive certificates of 

satisfactory completion of basic training programs, if the 

private college or university that established the campus police 

department; qualified nonprofit corporation police department; 

bank, savings and loan association, savings bank, credit union, 

or association of banks, savings and loan associations, savings 

banks, or credit unions; railroad company; hospital; or 

amusement park sponsoring the police officers pays the entire 

cost of the training and certification and if trainee vacancies 

are available;

(8) Permitting undercover drug agents to attend approved 

peace officer training schools, other than the Ohio peace 

officer training academy, and to receive certificates of 

satisfactory completion of basic training programs, if, for each 

undercover drug agent, the county, township, or municipal 

corporation that employs that undercover drug agent pays the 

entire cost of the training and certification;

(9)(a) The requirements for basic training programs for 

bailiffs and deputy bailiffs of courts of record of this state 

and for criminal investigators employed by the state public 

defender that those persons shall complete before they may carry 

a firearm while on duty;

(b) The requirements for any training received by a 

bailiff or deputy bailiff of a court of record of this state or 

by a criminal investigator employed by the state public defender 

prior to June 6, 1986, that is to be considered equivalent to 
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the training described in division (A)(9)(a) of this section.

(10) Establishing minimum qualifications and requirements 

for certification for dogs utilized by law enforcement agencies;

(11) Establishing minimum requirements for certification 

of persons who are employed as correction officers in a full-

service jail, five-day facility, or eight-hour holding facility 

or who provide correction services in such a jail or facility;

(12) Establishing requirements for the training of agents 

of a county humane society under section 1717.06 of the Revised 

Code, including, without limitation, a requirement that the 

agents receive instruction on traditional animal husbandry 

methods and training techniques, including customary owner-

performed practices.

(B) The commission shall appoint an executive director, 

with the approval of the attorney general, who shall hold office 

during the pleasure of the commission. The executive director 

shall perform such duties assigned by the commission. The 

executive director shall receive a salary fixed pursuant to 

Chapter 124. of the Revised Code and reimbursement for expenses 

within the amounts available by appropriation. The executive 

director may appoint officers, employees, agents, and 

consultants as the executive director considers necessary, 

prescribe their duties, and provide for reimbursement of their 

expenses within the amounts available for reimbursement by 

appropriation and with the approval of the commission.

(C) The commission may do all of the following:

(1) Recommend studies, surveys, and reports to be made by 

the executive director regarding the carrying out of the 

objectives and purposes of sections 109.71 to 109.77 of the 
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Revised Code;

(2) Visit and inspect any peace officer training school 

that has been approved by the executive director or for which 

application for approval has been made;

(3) Make recommendations, from time to time, to the 

executive director, the attorney general, and the general 

assembly regarding the carrying out of the purposes of sections 

109.71 to 109.77 of the Revised Code;

(4) Report to the attorney general from time to time, and 

to the governor and the general assembly at least annually, 

concerning the activities of the commission;

(5) Establish fees for the services the commission offers 

under sections 109.71 to 109.79 of the Revised Code, including, 

but not limited to, fees for training, certification, and 

testing;

(6) Perform such other acts as are necessary or 

appropriate to carry out the powers and duties of the commission 

as set forth in sections 109.71 to 109.77 of the Revised Code.

(D) In establishing the requirements, under division (A)

(12) of this section, the commission may consider any portions 

of the curriculum for instruction on the topic of animal 

husbandry practices, if any, of the Ohio state university 

college of veterinary medicine. No person or entity that fails 

to provide instruction on traditional animal husbandry methods 

and training techniques, including customary owner-performed 

practices, shall qualify to train a humane agent for appointment 

under section 1717.06 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 109.742. The attorney general shall adopt, in 

accordance with Chapter 119. or pursuant to section 109.74 of 
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the Revised Code, rules governing the training of peace officers 

in crisis intervention and rules governing the training of law 

enforcement officers in the use of body cameras and dashboard 

cameras consistent with division (G) of section 2901.51 of the 

Revised Code. The rules shall specify the amount of training 

necessary for the satisfactory completion of basic training 

programs at approved peace officer training schools, other than 

the Ohio peace officer training academy, and the amount of 

training necessary for law enforcement officers serving on the 

effective date of this amendment regarding the use of body 

cameras and dashboard cameras consistent with division (G) of 

section 2901.51 of the Revised Code. 

The rules governing   the training of law enforcement   

officers in the use of body cameras and dashboard cameras 

consistent with division (G) of section 2901.51 of the Revised 

Code shall be adopted not   later than sixty days after the   

effective date of this amendment.

Sec. 109.77. (A) As used in this section: 

(1) "Felony" has the same meaning as in section 109.511 of 

the Revised Code. 

(2) "Companion animal" has the same meaning as in section 

959.131 of the Revised Code. 

(B)(1) Notwithstanding any general, special, or local law 

or charter to the contrary, and except as otherwise provided in 

this section, no person shall receive an original appointment on 

a permanent basis as any of the following unless the person 

previously has been awarded a certificate by the executive 

director of the Ohio peace officer training commission attesting 

to the person's satisfactory completion of an approved state, 
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county, municipal, or department of natural resources peace 

officer basic training program: 

(a) A peace officer of any county, township, municipal 

corporation, regional transit authority, or metropolitan housing 

authority; 

(b) A natural resources law enforcement staff officer, 

park officer, forest officer, preserve officer, wildlife 

officer, or state watercraft officer of the department of 

natural resources; 

(c) An employee of a park district under section 511.232 

or 1545.13 of the Revised Code; 

(d) An employee of a conservancy district who is 

designated pursuant to section 6101.75 of the Revised Code; 

(e) A state university law enforcement officer; 

(f) A special police officer employed by the department of 

mental health and addiction services pursuant to section 5119.08 

of the Revised Code or the department of developmental 

disabilities pursuant to section 5123.13 of the Revised Code; 

(g) An enforcement agent of the department of public 

safety whom the director of public safety designates under 

section 5502.14 of the Revised Code; 

(h) A special police officer employed by a port authority 

under section 4582.04 or 4582.28 of the Revised Code; 

(i) A special police officer employed by a municipal 

corporation at a municipal airport, or other municipal air 

navigation facility, that has scheduled operations, as defined 

in section 119.3 of Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations, 

14 C.F.R. 119.3, as amended, and that is required to be under a 
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security program and is governed by aviation security rules of 

the transportation security administration of the United States 

department of transportation as provided in Parts 1542. and 

1544. of Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations, as 

amended; 

(j) A gaming agent employed under section 3772.03 of the 

Revised Code. 

(2) Every person who is appointed on a temporary basis or 

for a probationary term or on other than a permanent basis as 

any of the following shall forfeit the appointed position unless 

the person previously has completed satisfactorily or, within 

the time prescribed by rules adopted by the attorney general 

pursuant to section 109.74 of the Revised Code, satisfactorily 

completes a state, county, municipal, or department of natural 

resources peace officer basic training program for temporary or 

probationary officers and is awarded a certificate by the 

director attesting to the satisfactory completion of the 

program: 

(a) A peace officer of any county, township, municipal 

corporation, regional transit authority, or metropolitan housing 

authority; 

(b) A natural resources law enforcement staff officer, 

park officer, forest officer, preserve officer, wildlife 

officer, or state watercraft officer of the department of 

natural resources; 

(c) An employee of a park district under section 511.232 

or 1545.13 of the Revised Code; 

(d) An employee of a conservancy district who is 

designated pursuant to section 6101.75 of the Revised Code; 
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(e) A special police officer employed by the department of 

mental health and addiction services pursuant to section 5119.08 

of the Revised Code or the department of developmental 

disabilities pursuant to section 5123.13 of the Revised Code; 

(f) An enforcement agent of the department of public 

safety whom the director of public safety designates under 

section 5502.14 of the Revised Code; 

(g) A special police officer employed by a port authority 

under section 4582.04 or 4582.28 of the Revised Code; 

(h) A special police officer employed by a municipal 

corporation at a municipal airport, or other municipal air 

navigation facility, that has scheduled operations, as defined 

in section 119.3 of Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations, 

14 C.F.R. 119.3, as amended, and that is required to be under a 

security program and is governed by aviation security rules of 

the transportation security administration of the United States 

department of transportation as provided in Parts 1542. and 

1544. of Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations, as 

amended. 

(3) For purposes of division (B) of this section, a state, 

county, municipal, or department of natural resources peace 

officer basic training program, regardless of whether the 

program is to be completed by peace officers appointed on a 

permanent or temporary, probationary, or other nonpermanent 

basis, shall include training in the handling of the offense of 

domestic violence, other types of domestic violence-related 

offenses and incidents, protection orders and consent agreements 

issued or approved under section 2919.26 or 3113.31 of the 

Revised Code, crisis intervention training, and training on 

companion animal encounters and companion animal behavior. The 
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requirement to complete training in the handling of the offense 

of domestic violence, other types of domestic violence-related 

offenses and incidents, and protection orders and consent 

agreements issued or approved under section 2919.26 or 3113.31 

of the Revised Code does not apply to any person serving as a 

peace officer on March 27, 1979, and the requirement to complete 

training in crisis intervention does not apply to any person 

serving as a peace officer on April 4, 1985. Any person who is 

serving as a peace officer on April 4, 1985, who terminates that 

employment after that date, and who subsequently is hired as a 

peace officer by the same or another law enforcement agency 

shall complete training in crisis intervention as prescribed by 

rules adopted by the attorney general pursuant to section 

109.742 of the Revised Code. No peace officer shall have 

employment as a peace officer terminated and then be reinstated 

with intent to circumvent this section. 

(4) Division (B) of this section does not apply to any 

person serving on a permanent basis on March 28, 1985, as a park 

officer, forest officer, preserve officer, wildlife officer, or 

state watercraft officer of the department of natural resources 

or as an employee of a park district under section 511.232 or 

1545.13 of the Revised Code, to any person serving on a 

permanent basis on March 6, 1986, as an employee of a 

conservancy district designated pursuant to section 6101.75 of 

the Revised Code, to any person serving on a permanent basis on 

January 10, 1991, as a preserve officer of the department of 

natural resources, to any person employed on a permanent basis 

on July 2, 1992, as a special police officer by the department 

of mental health and addiction services pursuant to section 

5119.08 of the Revised Code or by the department of 

developmental disabilities pursuant to section 5123.13 of the 
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Revised Code, to any person serving on a permanent basis on May 

17, 2000, as a special police officer employed by a port 

authority under section 4582.04 or 4582.28 of the Revised Code, 

to any person serving on a permanent basis on March 19, 2003, as 

a special police officer employed by a municipal corporation at 

a municipal airport or other municipal air navigation facility 

described in division (A)(19) of section 109.71 of the Revised 

Code, to any person serving on a permanent basis on June 19, 

1978, as a state university law enforcement officer pursuant to 

section 3345.04 of the Revised Code and who, immediately prior 

to June 19, 1978, was serving as a special police officer 

designated under authority of that section, or to any person 

serving on a permanent basis on September 20, 1984, as a liquor 

control investigator, known after June 30, 1999, as an 

enforcement agent of the department of public safety, engaged in 

the enforcement of Chapters 4301. and 4303. of the Revised Code. 

(5) Division (B) of this section does not apply to any 

person who is appointed as a regional transit authority police 

officer pursuant to division (Y) of section 306.35 of the 

Revised Code if, on or before July 1, 1996, the person has 

completed satisfactorily an approved state, county, municipal, 

or department of natural resources peace officer basic training 

program and has been awarded a certificate by the executive 

director of the Ohio peace officer training commission attesting 

to the person's satisfactory completion of such an approved 

program and if, on July 1, 1996, the person is performing peace 

officer functions for a regional transit authority. 

(6)(a) For purposes of division (B) of this section, a 

state, county, municipal, or department of natural resources 

peace officer basic training program, regardless of whether the 

program is to be completed by peace officers appointed on a 
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permanent or temporary, probationary, or other nonpermanent 

basis, shall include training in the use of body cameras and 

dashboard cameras consistent with division (G) of section 

2901.51 of the Revised Code. No person who is appointed on or 

after the effective date of this amendment as a law enforcement 

officer of any law enforcement agency shall serve as a law 

enforcement officer of that agency unless the person has 

received that training from an approved state, county, township, 

or municipal police officer basic training program or receives 

the training within the time prescribed by rules adopted by the 

attorney general pursuant to section 109.742 of the Revised 

Code.

(b) As used in division (B)(6)(a) of this section, "law 

enforcement officer" and "law enforcement agency" have the same 

meanings as in section 2901.51 of the Revised Code.

(C) No person, after September 20, 1984, shall receive an 

original appointment on a permanent basis as a veterans' home 

police officer designated under section 5907.02 of the Revised 

Code unless the person previously has been awarded a certificate 

by the executive director of the Ohio peace officer training 

commission attesting to the person's satisfactory completion of 

an approved police officer basic training program. Every person 

who is appointed on a temporary basis or for a probationary term 

or on other than a permanent basis as a veterans' home police 

officer designated under section 5907.02 of the Revised Code 

shall forfeit that position unless the person previously has 

completed satisfactorily or, within one year from the time of 

appointment, satisfactorily completes an approved police officer 

basic training program. 

(D) No bailiff or deputy bailiff of a court of record of 
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this state and no criminal investigator who is employed by the 

state public defender shall carry a firearm, as defined in 

section 2923.11 of the Revised Code, while on duty unless the 

bailiff, deputy bailiff, or criminal investigator has done or 

received one of the following: 

(1) Has been awarded a certificate by the executive 

director of the Ohio peace officer training commission, which 

certificate attests to satisfactory completion of an approved 

state, county, or municipal basic training program for bailiffs 

and deputy bailiffs of courts of record and for criminal 

investigators employed by the state public defender that has 

been recommended by the Ohio peace officer training commission; 

(2) Has successfully completed a firearms training program 

approved by the Ohio peace officer training commission prior to 

employment as a bailiff, deputy bailiff, or criminal 

investigator; 

(3) Prior to June 6, 1986, was authorized to carry a 

firearm by the court that employed the bailiff or deputy bailiff 

or, in the case of a criminal investigator, by the state public 

defender and has received training in the use of firearms that 

the Ohio peace officer training commission determines is 

equivalent to the training that otherwise is required by 

division (D) of this section. 

(E)(1) Before a person seeking a certificate completes an 

approved peace officer basic training program, the executive 

director of the Ohio peace officer training commission shall 

request the person to disclose, and the person shall disclose, 

any previous criminal conviction of or plea of guilty of that 

person to a felony. 
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(2) Before a person seeking a certificate completes an 

approved peace officer basic training program, the executive 

director shall request a criminal history records check on the 

person. The executive director shall submit the person's 

fingerprints to the bureau of criminal identification and 

investigation, which shall submit the fingerprints to the 

federal bureau of investigation for a national criminal history 

records check. 

Upon receipt of the executive director's request, the 

bureau of criminal identification and investigation and the 

federal bureau of investigation shall conduct a criminal history 

records check on the person and, upon completion of the check, 

shall provide a copy of the criminal history records check to 

the executive director. The executive director shall not award 

any certificate prescribed in this section unless the executive 

director has received a copy of the criminal history records 

check on the person to whom the certificate is to be awarded. 

(3) The executive director of the commission shall not 

award a certificate prescribed in this section to a person who 

has been convicted of or has pleaded guilty to a felony or who 

fails to disclose any previous criminal conviction of or plea of 

guilty to a felony as required under division (E)(1) of this 

section. 

(4) The executive director of the commission shall revoke 

the certificate awarded to a person as prescribed in this 

section, and that person shall forfeit all of the benefits 

derived from being certified as a peace officer under this 

section, if the person, before completion of an approved peace 

officer basic training program, failed to disclose any previous 

criminal conviction of or plea of guilty to a felony as required 
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under division (E)(1) of this section. 

(F)(1) Regardless of whether the person has been awarded 

the certificate or has been classified as a peace officer prior 

to, on, or after October 16, 1996, the executive director of the 

Ohio peace officer training commission shall revoke any 

certificate that has been awarded to a person as prescribed in 

this section if the person does either of the following: 

(a) Pleads guilty to a felony committed on or after 

January 1, 1997; 

(b) Pleads guilty to a misdemeanor committed on or after 

January 1, 1997, pursuant to a negotiated plea agreement as 

provided in division (D) of section 2929.43 of the Revised Code 

in which the person agrees to surrender the certificate awarded 

to the person under this section. 

(2) The executive director of the commission shall suspend 

any certificate that has been awarded to a person as prescribed 

in this section if the person is convicted, after trial, of a 

felony committed on or after January 1, 1997. The executive 

director shall suspend the certificate pursuant to division (F)

(2) of this section pending the outcome of an appeal by the 

person from that conviction to the highest court to which the 

appeal is taken or until the expiration of the period in which 

an appeal is required to be filed. If the person files an appeal 

that results in that person's acquittal of the felony or 

conviction of a misdemeanor, or in the dismissal of the felony 

charge against that person, the executive director shall 

reinstate the certificate awarded to the person under this 

section. If the person files an appeal from that person's 

conviction of the felony and the conviction is upheld by the 

highest court to which the appeal is taken or if the person does 
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not file a timely appeal, the executive director shall revoke 

the certificate awarded to the person under this section. 

(G)(1) If a person is awarded a certificate under this 

section and the certificate is revoked pursuant to division (E)

(4) or (F) of this section, the person shall not be eligible to 

receive, at any time, a certificate attesting to the person's 

satisfactory completion of a peace officer basic training 

program. 

(2) The revocation or suspension of a certificate under 

division (E)(4) or (F) of this section shall be in accordance 

with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code. 

(H)(1) A person who was employed as a peace officer of a 

county, township, or municipal corporation of the state on 

January 1, 1966, and who has completed at least sixteen years of 

full-time active service as such a peace officer, or equivalent 

service as determined by the executive director of the Ohio 

peace officer training commission, may receive an original 

appointment on a permanent basis and serve as a peace officer of 

a county, township, or municipal corporation, or as a state 

university law enforcement officer, without complying with the 

requirements of division (B) of this section. 

(2) Any person who held an appointment as a state highway 

trooper on January 1, 1966, may receive an original appointment 

on a permanent basis and serve as a peace officer of a county, 

township, or municipal corporation, or as a state university law 

enforcement officer, without complying with the requirements of 

division (B) of this section. 

(I) No person who is appointed as a peace officer of a 

county, township, or municipal corporation on or after April 9, 
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1985, shall serve as a peace officer of that county, township, 

or municipal corporation unless the person has received training 

in the handling of missing children and child abuse and neglect 

cases from an approved state, county, township, or municipal 

police officer basic training program or receives the training 

within the time prescribed by rules adopted by the attorney 

general pursuant to section 109.741 of the Revised Code. 

(J) No part of any approved state, county, or municipal 

basic training program for bailiffs and deputy bailiffs of 

courts of record and no part of any approved state, county, or 

municipal basic training program for criminal investigators 

employed by the state public defender shall be used as credit 

toward the completion by a peace officer of any part of the 

approved state, county, or municipal peace officer basic 

training program that the peace officer is required by this 

section to complete satisfactorily. 

(K) This section does not apply to any member of the 

police department of a municipal corporation in an adjoining 

state serving in this state under a contract pursuant to section 

737.04 of the Revised Code. 

Sec. 109.79. (A) The Ohio peace officer training 

commission shall establish and conduct a training school for law 

enforcement officers of any political subdivision of the state 

or of the state public defender's office. The school shall be 

known as the Ohio peace officer training academy. No bailiff or 

deputy bailiff of a court of record of this state and no 

criminal investigator employed by the state public defender 

shall be permitted to attend the academy for training unless the 

employing court of the bailiff or deputy bailiff or the state 

public defender, whichever is applicable, has authorized the 
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bailiff, deputy bailiff, or investigator to attend the academy. 

The Ohio peace officer training commission shall develop 

the training program, which shall include courses in both the 

civil and criminal functions of law enforcement officers, a 

course in crisis intervention with six or more hours of 

training, training in the handling of missing children and child 

abuse and neglect cases, and training on companion animal 

encounters and companion animal behavior, and training in the 

use of body cameras and dashboard cameras consistent with 

division (G) of section 2901.51 of the Revised Code, and shall 

establish rules governing qualifications for admission to the 

academy. The commission may require competitive examinations to 

determine fitness of prospective trainees, so long as the 

examinations or other criteria for admission to the academy are 

consistent with the provisions of Chapter 124. of the Revised 

Code. 

The Ohio peace officer training commission shall determine 

tuition costs sufficient in the aggregate to pay the costs of 

operating the academy. The costs of acquiring and equipping the 

academy shall be paid from appropriations made by the general 

assembly to the Ohio peace officer training commission for that 

purpose, from gifts or grants received for that purpose, or from 

fees for goods related to the academy. 

The Ohio peace officer training commission shall create a 

gaming-related curriculum for gaming agents. The Ohio peace 

officer training commission shall use money distributed to the 

Ohio peace officer training academy from the Ohio law 

enforcement training fund to first support the academy's 

training programs for gaming agents and gaming-related 

curriculum. The Ohio peace officer training commission may 
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utilize existing training programs in other states that 

specialize in training gaming agents. 

The law enforcement officers, during the period of their 

training, shall receive compensation as determined by the 

political subdivision that sponsors them or, if the officer is a 

criminal investigator employed by the state public defender, as 

determined by the state public defender. The political 

subdivision may pay the tuition costs of the law enforcement 

officers they sponsor and the state public defender may pay the 

tuition costs of criminal investigators of that office who 

attend the academy. 

If trainee vacancies exist, the academy may train and 

issue certificates of satisfactory completion to peace officers 

who are employed by a campus police department pursuant to 

section 1713.50 of the Revised Code, by a qualified nonprofit 

corporation police department pursuant to section 1702.80 of the 

Revised Code, or by a railroad company, who are amusement park 

police officers appointed and commissioned by a judge of the 

appropriate municipal court or county court pursuant to section 

4973.17 of the Revised Code, or who are bank, savings and loan 

association, savings bank, credit union, or association of 

banks, savings and loan associations, savings banks, or credit 

unions, or hospital police officers appointed and commissioned 

by the secretary of state pursuant to sections 4973.17 to 

4973.22 of the Revised Code, provided that no such officer shall 

be trained at the academy unless the officer meets the 

qualifications established for admission to the academy and the 

qualified nonprofit corporation police department; bank, savings 

and loan association, savings bank, credit union, or association 

of banks, savings and loan associations, savings banks, or 

credit unions; railroad company; hospital; or amusement park or 
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the private college or university that established the campus 

police department prepays the entire cost of the training. A 

qualified nonprofit corporation police department; bank, savings 

and loan association, savings bank, credit union, or association 

of banks, savings and loan associations, savings banks, or 

credit unions; railroad company; hospital; or amusement park or 

a private college or university that has established a campus 

police department is not entitled to reimbursement from the 

state for any amount paid for the cost of training the bank, 

savings and loan association, savings bank, credit union, or 

association of banks, savings and loan associations, savings 

banks, or credit unions peace officers; the railroad company's 

peace officers; or the peace officers of the qualified nonprofit 

corporation police department, campus police department, 

hospital, or amusement park. 

The academy shall permit investigators employed by the 

state medical board to take selected courses that the board 

determines are consistent with its responsibilities for initial 

and continuing training of investigators as required under 

sections 4730.26 and 4731.05 of the Revised Code. The board 

shall pay the entire cost of training that investigators receive 

at the academy. 

(B) As used in this section: 

(1) "Law enforcement officers" include any undercover drug 

agent, any bailiff or deputy bailiff of a court of record, and 

any criminal investigator who is employed by the state public 

defender. 

(2) "Undercover drug agent" means any person who: 

(a) Is employed by a county, township, or municipal 
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corporation for the purposes set forth in division (B)(2)(b) of 

this section but who is not an employee of a county sheriff's 

department, of a township constable, or of the police department 

of a municipal corporation or township; 

(b) In the course of the person's employment by a county, 

township, or municipal corporation, investigates and gathers 

information pertaining to persons who are suspected of violating 

Chapter 2925. or 3719. of the Revised Code, and generally does 

not wear a uniform in the performance of the person's duties. 

(3) "Crisis intervention training" has the same meaning as 

in section 109.71 of the Revised Code. 

(4) "Missing children" has the same meaning as in section 

2901.30 of the Revised Code. 

(5) "Companion animal" has the same meaning as in section 

959.131 of the Revised Code. 

Sec. 109.80. (A) The Ohio peace officer training 

commission shall develop and conduct a basic training course 

lasting at least three weeks for appointed and newly elected 

sheriffs appointed or elected on or after January 1, 1988, and 

shall establish criteria for what constitutes successful 

completion of the course. The basic training course shall 

include instruction in contemporary law enforcement, criminal 

investigations, the judicial process, civil rules, corrections, 

and other topics relevant to the duties and operations of the 

office of sheriff. Among the topics covered shall be training in 

the use of body cameras and dashboard cameras consistent with 

division (G) of section 2901.51 of the Revised Code. The 

commission shall offer the course every four years within six 

months after the general election of sheriffs in each county and 
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at other times when it is needed to permit sheriffs to attend 

within six months after appointment or election. The course 

shall be conducted by the Ohio peace officer training academy. 

The council commission shall provide that not less than two 

weeks of the course conducted within six months after the 

general election of sheriffs in each county shall be conducted 

prior to the first Monday in January next after that general 

election.

(B) The attorney general shall appoint a continuing 

education committee, consisting of not fewer than five nor more 

than seven members, including but not limited to, members of the 

Ohio peace officer training commission and sheriffs. The 

commission and the committee jointly shall determine the type of 

continuing education required for sheriffs to complete the 

requirements of division (E) of section 311.01 of the Revised 

Code and shall establish criteria for what constitutes 

successful completion of the requirement. The committee shall 

approve the courses that sheriffs may attend to complete the 

continuing education requirement and shall publish an approved 

list of those courses. The commission shall maintain a list of 

approved training schools that sheriffs may attend to complete 

the continuing education requirement. Upon request, the 

committee may approve courses other than those courses conducted 

as part of a certified law enforcement manager program.

(C) Upon presentation of evidence by a sheriff that 

because of medical disability or for other good cause that the 

sheriff is unable to complete the basic or continuing education 

requirement, the commission may waive the requirement until the 

disability or cause terminates.

(D) As used in this section, "newly elected sheriff" means 
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a person who did not hold the office of sheriff of a county on 

the date the person was elected sheriff of that county.

Sec. 2901.51.   (A) As used in this section:  

(1) "Body camera" means a video and audio system worn on 

the person of a law enforcement officer during the performance 

of the officer's duties.

(2)   "Dashboard camera" means a video and audio system   

mounted on a patrol vehicle or vessel used by a law enforcement 

officer in the performance of the officer's duties.

(3) "Data recording component" of a camera means the disc, 

card, or other component used in a body camera or dashboard 

camera to record the video and audio captured by the camera 

while it is in operation.

(4) "Law enforcement officer" means any person identified 

as a law enforcement officer in division (A)(11)(a), (b), (d), 

(i) to (k), or (n) of section 2901.01 of the Revised Code.

(5) "Law enforcement agency" means an organization or unit 

in this state made up of law enforcement officers.

(6) "Local law enforcement agency" means a law enforcement 

agency that is not an entity of state government.

(B) Not later than two years after the effective date of 

this section, each law enforcement agency shall provide all of 

its law enforcement officers with body cameras to be worn by the 

officers during the performance of their duties and shall 

incorporate one or more dashboard cameras into each vehicle or 

vessel used by any of its law enforcement officers during the 

performance of their duties.

(C) Not later than two years after the effective date of 
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this section, each law enforcement officer shall do all of the 

following:

(1) Receive training in the use of body cameras and 

dashboard cameras that complies with the training requirements 

prescribed by the Ohio peace officer's training commission in 

the course it adopts under division (G) of this section;

(2) After receiving the training described in division (C)

(1) of this section, do all of the following:

(a) While performing the officer's duties outside the 

premises of the law enforcement agency the officer serves, wear 

a body camera provided by the agency;

(b) Immediately upon engaging in any interaction with a 

member of the public while operating a vehicle or vessel in the 

performance of the officer's duties, activate each dashboard 

camera in the vehicle or vessel and continue the operation of 

the camera during the entire interaction with the member of the 

public and until the officer returns to the vehicle or vessel;

(c) Immediately upon engaging in any interaction with a 

member of the public while in the performance of the officer's 

duties, activate the body camera the officer is wearing and 

continue the operation of the camera during the entire 

interaction with the member of the public;

(d) Promptly upon returning to the premises of the law 

enforcement agency the officer serves after performance of the 

officer's duties, return to a person the agency has designated 

to be responsible for body camera and dashboard camera data 

retention all of the following:

(i) The body camera the officer wore while in the 

performance of the officer's duties or the data recording 
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component of that camera;

(ii) If the officer operated any vehicle or vessel while 

in the performance of those duties, all dashboard cameras in the 

vehicle or vessel during the performance of those duties or the 

data recording component of each of those cameras.

(D) Each law enforcement agency shall designate one or 

more persons at the agency to be responsible for body camera and 

dashboard camera data retention. When a law enforcement officer 

returns a camera or data recording component to a person so 

designated, the person, the person's successor, or another 

person designated by the agency for data retention shall retain 

the data from the camera or from the data recording component 

for one of the following periods of time:

(1) Subject to divisions (D)(2) to (4) of this section, 

for a minimum period of one year after the return of the camera 

or component;

(2) Subject to divisions (D)(3) and (4) of this section, 

if the data from the camera or component depicts any conduct 

that is a felony or a delinquent act that would be a felony if 

committed by an adult, for a minimum period of six years after 

the return of the camera or component;

(3) Subject to division (D)(4) of this section, if the 

data from the camera or component is necessary for a pending, or 

reasonably foreseeable, civil or criminal action or proceeding, 

for any period of time in excess of the otherwise applicable 

period specified in division (D)(1) or (2) of this section until 

the data no longer is needed for use in that action or 

proceeding.

(4) Data from the camera or component may be maintained 
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for any period of time in excess of an otherwise applicable 

period specified in divisions (D)(1) to (3) of this section for 

training or administrative purposes.

(E) There is hereby established the law enforcement camera 

fund. The fund shall contain all moneys appropriated to it by 

the general assembly and shall be administered by the department 

of public safety. The department shall use money in the fund 

only to provide financial assistance to local law enforcement 

agencies for their purchase of body cameras and dashboard 

cameras and equipment to be used in the operation of those 

cameras.

As soon as possible after the effective date of this 

section, the department shall adopt rules prescribing the manner 

by which local law enforcement agencies may apply for financial 

assistance out of the fund to be used for the purposes specified 

in this division, the method by which it will calculate the 

amount of financial assistance to be provided to agencies that 

apply for it, the times during a calendar year at which such 

financial assistance will be paid, and procedures and criteria 

for agencies that receive such financial assistance to make 

reports to the department regarding their use of the assistance.

(F) If any local law enforcement agency fails to comply 

with division (B) or (D) of this section in any fiscal year, or 

if any law enforcement officer of a local law enforcement agency 

fails to comply with division (C) of this section in any fiscal 

year, the tax commissioner shall withhold money that otherwise 

would be paid from the local government fund in the next fiscal 

year to the political subdivision served by the agency, not 

including any money to be paid under division (E) of this 

section, as follows:
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(1) If the agency or officer has so failed in one fiscal 

year, in the next fiscal year, the tax commissioner shall 

withhold twenty-five per cent of the money that otherwise would 

be payable in that fiscal year to the political subdivision 

served by the agency.

(2) If the agency has so failed for two consecutive fiscal 

years or if for two consecutive fiscal years one or more 

officers of the agency has so failed, in the fiscal year 

following the second fiscal year, the tax commissioner shall 

withhold fifty per cent of the money that otherwise would be 

payable in that fiscal year to the political subdivision served 

by the agency.

(3) If the agency has so failed for three consecutive 

fiscal years or if for three consecutive fiscal years one or 

more officers of the agency has so failed, in the fiscal year 

following the third fiscal year, the tax commissioner shall 

withhold seventy-five per cent of the money that otherwise would 

be payable in that fiscal year to the political subdivision 

served by the agency.

(4) If the agency has so failed for four consecutive 

fiscal years or if for four consecutive fiscal years one or more 

officers of the agency has so failed, in the fiscal year 

following the fourth fiscal year, the tax commissioner shall 

withhold one hundred per cent of the money that otherwise would 

be payable in that fiscal year to the political subdivision 

served by the agency.

(G) Not later than sixty days after the effective date of 

this section, the attorney general shall develop a course of 

training for law enforcement officers in the use of body cameras 

and dashboard cameras. The course shall be made available for 

790

791

792

793

794

795

796

797

798

799

800

801

802

803

804

805

806

807

808

809

810

811

812

813

814

815

816

817

818

819



H. B. No. 587 Page 29 
As Introduced

law enforcement officers serving on the effective date of this 

section and shall be included within the peace officer basic 

training program specified under section 109.77 of the Revised 

Code, shall be offered as advanced in-service training for law 

enforcement officers, and shall be offered at the Ohio peace 

officer training academy.

Sec. 2901.52.   There is hereby created the law enforcement   

camera use evaluation committee, consisting of fifteen members. 

Three members shall be members of the senate, with two of those 

members being members of the majority party in the senate 

appointed by the president of the senate and one of those 

members being a member of the minority party in the senate 

appointed by the minority leader of the senate. Three members 

shall be members of the house of representatives, with two of 

those members being members of the majority party in the house 

of representatives appointed by the speaker of the house of 

representatives and one being a member of the minority party in 

the house of representatives appointed by the minority leader of 

the house of representatives.   Two members shall be judges   

jointly appointed by the president of the senate and the speaker 

of the house of representatives after consulting with the chief 

justice of the supreme court, with each judge being a judge of a 

court of appeals, judge of a court of common pleas, judge of a 

municipal court, or judge of a county court. The following seven 

members, not more than four of whom shall be members of the same 

political party, shall be jointly appointed by the president of 

the senate and the speaker of the house of representatives after 

consulting with the chief justice of the supreme court and the 

appropriate state associations, if any, that are represented by 

these members: one sheriff, one peace officer of a municipal 

corporation or township, one prosecutor who is a county 
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prosecuting attorney or a full-time city prosecuting attorney, 

two attorneys whose practice of law primarily involves the 

representation of criminal defendants, and two members of the 

general public.

All appointed members of the committee shall be appointed 

by the specified authority not later than thirty days after the 

effective date of this section. All members of the committee who 

are elected officials and whose term of office expires prior to 

the date that is four years after the effective date of this 

section shall serve until the expiration of their term of 

office. Any vacancy on the committee shall be filled in the same 

manner as the original appointment. When the president and 

minority leader of the senate and the speaker and minority 

leader of the house of representatives make their appointments 

to the committee, they shall consider adequate representation by 

race and gender.

(B) The law enforcement camera use evaluation committee 

initially shall meet not later than sixty days after the 

effective date of this section. At its initial meeting, the 

committee shall organize, select a chairperson and vice-

chairperson and any other necessary officers, and adopt rules to 

govern its proceedings. The committee shall meet as necessary at 

the call of the chairperson or on the written request of five or 

more of its members. Eight members of the committee constitute a 

quorum, and the votes of a majority of the quorum present shall 

be required to validate any action of the committee. All 

business of the committee shall be conducted in public meetings. 

The members of the committee shall serve without compensation, 

but each member shall be reimbursed for the member's actual and 

necessary expenses incurred in the performance of the member's 

official duties. In the absence of the chairperson, the vice-
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chairperson shall perform the duties of the chairperson.

(C)(1) The law enforcement camera use evaluation committee 

shall study the operation of section 2901.51 of the Revised Code 

and the effectiveness of the section in advancing law 

enforcement activities, cooperation and interaction of law 

enforcement officers and agencies with members of the general 

public, and trust and respect between law enforcement officers 

and agencies and members of the general public. The committee 

shall use the results of its study to develop and recommend to 

the general assembly any changes in or additions to the 

provisions of section 2901.51 of the Revised Code to improve the 

effectiveness of that section in advancing those matters.

(2) Not later than the date that is four years after the 

effective date of this section, the committee shall submit to 

the president and minority leader of the senate and the speaker 

and minority leader of the house of representatives a report 

containing the results of its study performed under division (C)

(1) of this section and its recommendations developed under that 

division.

(3) Upon its submission to the specified leaders of the 

general assembly pursuant to division (C)(2) of this section of 

its report and recommendations, the committee shall cease to 

exist.

(4) The committee has the same powers as other standing or 

select committees of the general assembly. The committee may 

consult with, and seek and obtain research and technical 

services and support from, any individual, organization, 

association, college, or university. All state and local 

government agencies and entities shall cooperate with the 

committee in the performance of its duties under this section.
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Section 2. That existing sections 109.73, 109.742, 109.77, 

109.79, and 109.80 of the Revised Code are hereby repealed.

Section 3. Section 109.80 of the Revised Code is presented 

in this act as a composite of the section as amended by both 

Sub. H.B. 351 and Sub. H.B. 670 of the 121st General Assembly. 

The General Assembly, applying the principle stated in division 

(B) of section 1.52 of the Revised Code that amendments are to 

be harmonized if reasonably capable of simultaneous operation, 

finds that the composite is the resulting version of the section 

in effect prior to the effective date of the section as 

presented in this act.

Section 4. All items in this section are hereby 

appropriated as designated out of any moneys in the state 

treasury to the credit of the designated fund. For all 

appropriations made in this act, those in the first column are 

for fiscal year 2016 and those in the second column are for 

fiscal year 2017. The appropriations made in this act are in 

addition to any other appropriations made for the FY 2016-FY 

2017 biennium.

DPS DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY

Dedicated Purpose Fund Group

5RF0 764611 Law Enforcement Cameras $53,835,200 $53,993,100

TOTAL DPF Dedicated Purpose Fund Group  $53,835,200 $53,993,100

TOTAL ALL BUDGET FUND GROUPS  $53,835,200 $53,993,100

LAW ENFORCEMENT CAMERAS

On the effective date of this act, or as soon as possible 

thereafter, the Director of Budget and Management shall transfer 

$50,000,000 cash from the General Revenue Fund and $3,835,200 
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cash from the Local Government Fund (Fund 7069) to the Law 

Enforcement Camera Fund (Fund 5RF0).

On July 1, 2016, or as soon as possible thereafter, the 

Director of Budget and Management shall transfer $50,000,000 

cash from the General Revenue Fund and $3,993,100 cash from the 

Local Government Fund (Fund 7069) to the Law Enforcement Camera 

Fund (Fund 5RF0).

The amounts transferred shall be used exclusively by the 

Department of Public Safety to provide financial assistance to 

local law enforcement agencies pursuant to division (E) of 

section 2901.51 of the Revised Code.

Any unexpended and unencumbered portion of the foregoing 

appropriation item 764611, Law Enforcement Cameras, at the end 

of fiscal year 2016 is hereby reappropriated for the same 

purpose in fiscal year 2017.

Section 5. Within the limits set forth in this act, the 

Director of Budget and Management shall establish accounts 

indicating the source and amount of funds for each appropriation 

made in this act, and shall determine the form and manner in 

which appropriation accounts shall be maintained. Expenditures 

from appropriations contained in this act shall be accounted for 

as though made in the main operating appropriations act of the 

131st General Assembly.

The appropriations made in this act are subject to all 

provisions of the main operating appropriations act of the 131st 

General Assembly that are generally applicable to such 

appropriations. 
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