PRIOR PRINTER'S NO. 679 PRINTER'S NO. 1384

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 20 %%”

INTRODUCED BY WASHINGTON, WARD, MENSCH, TEPLITZ, ERICKSON,
BREWSTER, FONTANA, BAKER, RAFFERTY, YUDICHAK, KASUNIC,
TARTAGLIONE, WILLIAMS, SMITH, FARNESE, WAUGH, BROWNE,
SOLOBAY, PILEGGI, BOSCOLA, HUGHES, COSTA AND SCHWANK,
MARCH 15, 2013

SENATOR MENSCH, AGING AND YOUTH, AS AMENDED, SEPTEMBER 24, 2013
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AMENDING TITLE 23 (DOMESTIC RELATIONS) OF THE PENNSYLVANIA <=--
CONSOLIDATED STATUTES, IN CHILD PROTECTIVE SERVICES, FURTHER
PROVIDING FOR DEFINITIONS; AND MAKING EDITORIAIL CHANGES.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

hereby enacts as follows:
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consents
Seetionr—3—Fhis—act—shatl—take—effect—in—60—days—
SECTION 1. THE DEFINITIONS OF "CHILD," "FOUNDED REPORT," <--

"INDICATED REPORT," "INDIVIDUAL RESIDING IN THE SAME HOME AS THE
CHILD,"™ "NEAR FATALITY" AND "SCHOOL EMPLOYEE" IN SECTION 6303 (A)
OF TITLE 23 OF THE PENNSYLVANIA CONSOLIDATED STATUES ARE
AMENDED, THE SUBSECTION IS AMENDED BY ADDING DEFINITIONS,
SUBSECTION (B) IS AMENDED AND THE SECTION IS AMENDED BY ADDING
SUBSECTIONS TO READ:
§ 6303. DEFINITIONS.

(A) GENERAL RULE.--THE FOLLOWING WORDS AND PHRASES WHEN USED
IN THIS CHAPTER SHALL HAVE THE MEANINGS GIVEN TO THEM IN THIS
SECTION UNLESS THE CONTEXT CLEARLY INDICATES OTHERWISE:

*x Kx  *%

"BODILY INJURY." TMPATRMENT OF A PHYSTCAL CONDITION OR

SUBSTANTTAT, PATN.

"CHILD." [INCLUDES A NEWBORN] AN INDIVIDUAL UNDER 18 YEARS

20130SB0020PN1384 -7 -



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

30

OF AGE.

"FOUNDED REPORT." [A CHILD ABUSE REPORT MADE PURSUANT TO
THIS CHAPTER IF THERE HAS BEEN ANY JUDICIAL ADJUDICATION BASED
ON A FINDING THAT A CHILD WHO IS A SUBJECT OF THE REPORT HAS
BEEN ABUSED, INCLUDING THE ENTRY OF A PLEA OF GUILTY OR NOLO
CONTENDERE OR A FINDING OF GUILT TO A CRIMINAL CHARGE INVOLVING
THE SAME FACTUAL CIRCUMSTANCES INVOLVED IN THE ALLEGATION OF

CHILD ABUSE.] A CHILD ABUSE REPORT INVOLVING A PERPETRATOR THAT

IS MADE PURSUANT TO THIS CHAPTER, TF ANY OF THE FOLLOWING

APPLIES:

(1) THERE HAS BEEN A JUDICIAT ADJUDICATION BASED ON A

FINDING THAT A CHTIID WHO IS A SUBJECT OF THE REPORT HAS BEEN

ABUSED AND THE ADJUDICATION INVOLVES THE SAME FACTUAL

CIRCUMSTANCES INVOLVED IN THE ALLEGATION OF CHILD ABUSE. THE

JUDICIAL ADJUDICATION MAY INCLUDE ANY OF THE FOLLOWING:

(I) THE ENTRY OF A PLEA OF GUILTY OR NOLO

CONTENDERE .

(IT) A FINDING OF GUILT TO A CRIMINAL CHARGE.

(ITT) A FINDING OF DEPENDENCY UNDER 42 PA.C.S. §

6341 (RELATING TO ADJUDICATION) IF THE COURT HAS ENTERED

A FINDING THAT A CHILD WHO IS THE SUBJECT OF THE REPORT

HAS BEEN ABUSED.

(IV) A FINDING OF DELINQUENCY UNDER 42 PA.C.S. §

6341 TIF THE COURT HAS ENTERED A FINDING THAT THE CHIID

WHO IS THE SUBJECT OF THE REPORT HAS BEEN ABUSED BY THE

CHILD WHO WAS FOUND TO BE DELINQUENT.

(2) THERE HAS BEEN AN ACCEPTANCE TINTO ACCELERATED

REHABITITATIVE DISPOSITION PROGRAM AND THE REASON FOR THE

ACCEPTANCE INVOLVES THE SAME FACTUAL CIRCUMSTANCES INVOLVED

20130SB0020PN1384 -8 -
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IN THE ALLEGATION OF CHILD ABUSE.

(3) THERE HAS BEEN A CONSENT DECREE ENTERED IN A

JUVENILE PROCEEDING UNDER 42 PA.C.S. CH. 63 (RELATING TO

JUVENTIE MATTERS), THE DECREE INVOILVES THE SAME FACTUAL

CIRCUMSTANCES INVOLVED IN THE ATLTEGATION OF CHILD ABUSE AND

THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THE ALLEGATION INCLUDE AN

ACKNOWLEDGMENT, ADMISSION OR FINDING THAT A CHILD WHO IS THE

SUBJECT OF THE REPORT HAS BEEN ABUSED BY THE CHILD WHO IS

ALLEGED TO BE DELINQUENT.

(4) A FINAL PROTECTION FROM ABUSE ORDER HAS BEEN GRANTED

UNDER SECTION 6108 (RELATING TO RELIEF), WHEN THE CHILD WHO

IS A SUBJECT OF THE REPORT TS ONE OF THE INDIVIDUALS

PROTECTED UNDER THE PROTECTION FROM ABUSE ORDER AND:

(I) ONLY ONE INDIVIDUAL TS CHARGED WITH THE ABUSE IN

THE PROTECTION FROM ABUSE ACTION;

(IT) ONLY THAT INDIVIDUAL DEFENDS AGAINST THE

CHARGE; AND

(ITT) THE PROTECTION FROM ABUSE ADJUDICATION FINDS

THAT THE ABUSE OCCURRED AND PROHIBITS FURTHER CONTACT

BETWEEN THE TINDIVIDUAL AND THE CHTIID.

*x Kx  %

"INDICATED REPORT." [A CHILD ABUSE REPORT MADE PURSUANT TO

THIS CHAPTER IF AN INVESTIGATION BY THE COUNTY AGENCY OR THE

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE DETERMINES THAT SUBSTANTIAL

EVIDENCE OF THE ALLEGED ABUSE EXISTS BASED ON ANY OF THE

FOLLOWING:

(1) AVAILABLE MEDICAL EVIDENCE.
(2) THE CHILD PROTECTIVE SERVICE INVESTIGATION.
(3) AN ADMISSION OF THE ACTS OF ABUSE BY THE

PERPETRATOR. ]

20130SB0020PN1384 -9 -
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(1) SUBJECT TO PARAGRAPHS (2) AND (3), A REPORT OF CHILD

ABUSE MADE PURSUANT TO THIS CHAPTER TF AN INVESTIGATION BY

THE DEPARTMENT OR COUNTY AGENCY DETERMINES THAT SUBSTANTIAL

EVIDENCE OF THE ATLTLEGED ABUSE BY A PERPETRATOR EXTISTS BASED

ON ANY OF THE FOLLOWING:

(I) AVATLABLE MEDICAL EVIDENCE.

(IT) THE CHILD PROTECTIVE SERVICE INVESTIGATION.

(ITT) AN ADMISSION OF THE ACTS OF ABUSE BY THE

PERPETRATOR.

(2) A REPORT MAY BE INDICATED UNDER PARAGRAPH (1) (I) OR

(IT) FOR ANY CHILD IN NEED OF CHILD PROTECTIVE SERVICES,

REGARDLESS OF THE NUMBER OF ALLEGED PERPETRATORS OR THE

INABTLITY TO TIDENTIFY THE SPECIFIC PERPETRATOR AMONG TWO OR

MORE ALLEGED PERPETRATORS.

(3) A REPORT MAY BE INDICATED BY A COUNTY AGENCY UNDER

PARAGRAPH (1) ONLY UPON THE APPROVAL OF THE COUNTY AGENCY

ADMINISTRATOR, OR DESIGNEE, AND A COUNTY AGENCY SOLICITOR.

*x Kx  %

"INTENTIONALLY." AS SPECIFIED IN 18 PA.C.S. § 302 (RELATING

TO GENERAT, REQUIREMENTS OF CULPABILITY).

"KNOWINGLY." AS SPECIFIED IN 18 PA.C.S. § 302 (RELATING TO

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS OF CULPABILITY).

* x *
"PARENT." A BTIOLOGICAL PARENT, ADOPTIVE PARENT OR LEGAL
GUARDIAN.
* k%
"RECKLESSLY." AS SPECIFIED IN 18 PA.C.S. § 302 (RELATING TO

GENERATL REQUIREMENTS OF CULPABILITY) .

*x Kx  %

"SERIOQUS PHYSICAL NEGLECT." ANY OF THE FOLLOWING WHEN

20130SB0020PN1384 - 10 -



1 COMMITTED BY A PERPETRATOR THAT ENDANGERS A CHILD'S LIFE OR

2 HEALTH, THREATENS A CHTILD'S WELL-BEING, CAUSES BODILY INJURY OR

3 IMPATRS A CHILD'S HEAILTH, DEVELOPMENT OR FUNCTIONING:

4 (1) A REPEATED, PROLONGED OR EGREGIQOUS FAILURE TO
5 SUPERVISE A CHILD IN A MANNER THAT IS APPROPRIATE CONSIDERING
6 THE CHILD'S DEVELOPMENTAL AGE AND ABTLIITIES.
7 (2) THE FATTLURE TO PROVIDE A CHTIID WITH ADEQUATE
8 ESSENTIALS OF LIFE, INCLUDING FOOD, SHELTER OR MEDICAL CARE.
9 * x %
10 [ (B) CHILD ABUSE.--
11 (1) THE TERM "CHILD ABUSE" SHALL MEAN ANY OF THE
12 FOLLOWING:
13 (I) ANY RECENT ACT OR FAILURE TO ACT BY A
14 PERPETRATOR WHICH CAUSES NONACCIDENTAL SERIOUS PHYSICAL
15 INJURY TO A CHILD UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE.
16 (IT) AN ACT OR FAILURE TO ACT BY A PERPETRATOR WHICH
17 CAUSES NONACCIDENTAL SERIOUS MENTAL INJURY TO OR SEXUAL
18 ABUSE OR SEXUAL EXPLOITATION OF A CHILD UNDER 18 YEARS OF
19 AGE.
20 (ITI) ANY RECENT ACT, FAILURE TO ACT OR SERIES OF
21 SUCH ACTS OR FAILURES TO ACT BY A PERPETRATOR WHICH
22 CREATES AN IMMINENT RISK OF SERIOUS PHYSICAL INJURY TO OR
23 SEXUAL ABUSE OR SEXUAL EXPLOITATION OF A CHILD UNDER 18
24 YEARS OF AGE.
25 (IV) SERIOUS PHYSICAL NEGLECT BY A PERPETRATOR
26 CONSTITUTING PROLONGED OR REPEATED LACK OF SUPERVISION OR
27 THE FAILURE TO PROVIDE ESSENTIALS OF LIFE, INCLUDING
28 ADEQUATE MEDICAL CARE, WHICH ENDANGERS A CHILD'S LIFE OR
29 DEVELOPMENT OR IMPAIRS THE CHILD'S FUNCTIONING.
30 (2) NO CHILD SHALL BE DEEMED TO BE PHYSICALLY OR

20130SB0020PN1384 - 11 -
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MENTALLY ABUSED BASED ON INJURIES THAT RESULT SOLELY FROM
ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS THAT ARE BEYOND THE CONTROL OF THE
PARENT OR PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR THE CHILD'S WELFARE, SUCH AS
INADEQUATE HOUSING, FURNISHINGS, INCOME, CLOTHING AND MEDICAL
CARE.

(3) IF, UPON INVESTIGATION, THE COUNTY AGENCY DETERMINES
THAT A CHILD HAS NOT BEEN PROVIDED NEEDED MEDICAL OR SURGICAL
CARE BECAUSE OF SERIOUSLY HELD RELIGIOUS BELIEFS OF THE
CHILD'S PARENTS, GUARDIAN OR PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR THE
CHILD'S WELFARE, WHICH BELIEFS ARE CONSISTENT WITH THOSE OF A
BONA FIDE RELIGION, THE CHILD SHALL NOT BE DEEMED TO BE
PHYSICALLY OR MENTALLY ABUSED. THE COUNTY AGENCY SHALL
CLOSELY MONITOR THE CHILD AND SHALL SEEK COURT-ORDERED
MEDICAL INTERVENTION WHEN THE LACK OF MEDICAL OR SURGICAL
CARE THREATENS THE CHILD'S LIFE OR LONG-TERM HEALTH. IN CASES
INVOLVING RELIGIOUS CIRCUMSTANCES, ALL CORRESPONDENCE WITH A
SUBJECT OF THE REPORT AND THE RECORDS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
PUBLIC WELFARE AND THE COUNTY AGENCY SHALL NOT REFERENCE
"CHILD ABUSE" AND SHALL ACKNOWLEDGE THE RELIGIOUS BASIS FOR
THE CHILD'S CONDITION, AND THE FAMILY SHALL BE REFERRED FOR
GENERAL PROTECTIVE SERVICES, IF APPROPRIATE.]

(B.1) CHILD ABUSE.--EXCEPT AS OTHERWISE PROVIDED IN THTS

SECTION, ANY OF THE FOLLOWING WITH RESPECT TO A CHILD:

(1) KNOWINGLY, RECKLESSLY OR INTENTIONALLY ACTING OR

FATLING TO ACT AGAINST A CHIID WITH ETITHER OF THE FOLLOWING

OUTCOMES WHICH OCCURRED WITHIN TWO YEARS OF THE DATE OF THE

REPORT TO THE DEPARTMENT OR COUNTY AGENCY:

(1) CAUSING BODILY TINJURY OR SERIOUS BODILY INJURY

TO A CHILD.

(IT) CREATING A REASONABLE LIKELTIHOOD OF BODILY

20130SB0020PN1384 - 12 -
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INJURY OR SERIOUS BODILY INJURY TO A CHILD. THE ACTIONS

MAY INCLUDE, BUT ARE NOT LIMITED TO, THE FABRICATION,

FEIGNING OR INTENTIONALLY EXAGGERATING OR INDUCING A

MEDICAL SYMPTOM OR DISEASE WHICH RESULTS TN A POTENTTIALLY

HARMFUL MEDICATL EVALUATION OR TREATMENT TO THE CHILD.

(2) KNOWINGLY, RECKLESSLY OR INTENTIONALLY ENGAGING IN

ANY OF THE FOLLOWING CONDUCT THAT HAS OCCURRED WITHIN TWO

YEARS OF THE DATE OF THE REPORT TO THE DEPARTMENT OR COUNTY

AGENCY :

(I) KICKING, BURNING, BITING, STABBING, CUTTING OR

THROWING A CHILD IN A MANNER THAT MAY ENDANGER THE CHILD.

(I7) UNREASONABLY CONFINING OR RESTRAINING A CHTID,

BASED UPON THE METHOD, LOCATION OR THE DURATION OF THE

CONFINEMENT OR RESTRAINT.

(ITT) FORCEFULLY SHAKING A CHILD IF THE CHILD IS

UNDER ONE YEAR OF AGE.

(IV) FORCEFULLY SLAPPING OR STRIKING A CHILD TIF THE

CHILD IS UNDER ONE YEAR OF AGE.

(V) INTERFERING WITH THE BREATHING OF A CHILD.

(VI) CAUSING THE CHTILD TO BE PRESENT AT A TOCATION

WHERE ANY OF THE FOLLOWING OFFENSES, SUBJECT TO

INVESTIGATION BY LAW ENFORCEMENT, TS OCCURRING:

(A) A VIOLATION OF 18 PA.C.S. § 7508.2 (RELATING

TO OPERATION OF METHAMPHETAMINE LABORATORY) .

(B) A FELONY VIOLATION OF THE ACT OF APRIL 14,

1972 (P.L.233, NO.64), KNOWN AS THE CONTROLLED

SUBSTANCE, DRUG, DEVICE AND COSMETIC ACT.

(VIT) OPERATING A VEHTICLE TN WHICH THE CHILD IS A

PASSENGER WHILE A VIOLATION OF 75 PA.C.S. § 3802

(RELATING TO DRIVING UNDER INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL OR

20130SB0020PN1384 - 13 -
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CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE) IS OCCURRING.

(VITI) TEAVING A CHTILD ALONE WITH AN INDIVIDUAL,

OTHER THAN THE CHILD'S PARENT, WHO HAS BEEN:

(A) CONVICTED OF ANY TTER TIT OR TTIFR TTIT SEXUAL

OFFENSE UNDER 42 PA.C.S. CH. 97 SUBCH. H (RELATING TO

REGISTRATION OF SEXUAL OFFENDERS), WHERE THE VICTIM

OF THE SEXUAL OFFENSE WAS UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE WHEN

THE CRIME WAS COMMITTED.

(B) DETERMINED TO BE A SEXUALLY VIOLENT PREDATOR

UNDER 42 PA.C.S. § 9799.24 (RELATING TO ASSESSMENTS)

OR ANY OF ITS PREDECESSORS.

(C) DETERMINED TO BE A SEXUALLY VIOLENT

DELINQUENT CHTIID AS DEFINED IN 42 PA.C.S. § 9799.12

(RELATING TO DEFINITIONS) .

(3) KNOWINGLY, RECKLESSLY OR INTENTTIONALLY CAUSING OR

SIGNIFICANTLY CONTRIBUTING, BY AN ACT OR SERIES OF ACTS OR

FATLING TO ACT, TO THE SERIOUS MENTAL INJURY TO A CHILD.

(4) KNOWINGLY, RECKLESSLY OR INTENTTIONALLY ACTING TO

CAUSE THE SEXUAL ABUSE OR EXPLOITATION OF A CHILD.

(5) CAUSING SERIQUS PHYSICAL NEGLECT OF A CHILD.

(6) ATTEMPTING TO ENGAGE IN ANY CONDUCT UNDER PARAGRAPH

(1), (3) OR (4).

(7) KNOWINGLY, RECKLESSLY OR INTENTIONALLY PERFORMING AN

ACT OR FATLING TO ACT WHICH RESULTS IN THE DEATH OF A CHILD.

(B.2) CHILD-ON-CHILD CONTACT.--HARM OR INJURY TO A CHILD

THAT RESULTS FROM THE ACT OF ANOTHER CHILD SHALL NOT CONSTITUTE

CHILD ABUSE UNLESS:

(1) THE ACT CONSTITUTES ONE OF THE FOLLOWING CRIMES:

(I) RAPE AS DEFINED IN 18 PA.C.S. § 3121 (RELATING

TO RAPE) ;

20130SB0020PN1384 - 14 -
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(IT) INVOLUNTARY DEVIATE SEXUAL INTERCOURSE AS

DEFINED IN 18 PA.C.S. § 3123 (RELATING TO INVOLUNTARY

DEVIATE SEXUAL INTERCOQURSE) ;

(ITT) SEXUAL ASSAULT AS DEFINED IN 18 PA.C.S. §

3124.1 (RELATING TO SEXUAL ASSAULT); OR

(IV) AGGRAVATED INDECENT ASSAULT AS DEFINED TN 18

PA.C.S. § 3125 (RELATING TO AGGRAVATED INDECENT ASSAULT).

(2) THE CHILD WHO CAUSED THE HARM OR INJURY IS A

PERPETRATOR AS DEFINED HEREIN.

(C) ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS.--NOTWITHSTANDING SUBSECTION

(B.1), THE TERM "CHILD ABUSE" SHALL NOT BE CONSTRUED TO DEEM A

CHTILD TO BE PHYSTCALLY OR MENTALLY ABUSED BASED ON INJURTIES THAT

RESULT SOLELY FROM ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS THAT ARE BEYOND THE

CONTROL OF THE PARENT OR PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR THE CHILD'S

WELFARE, SUCH AS INADEQUATE HOUSING, FURNISHINGS, INCOME,

CLOTHING AND MEDICAL CARE. THIS SUBSECTION SHALL NOT APPLY TO A

FOSTER PARENT, AN INDIVIDUAL WHO HAS DIRECT OR REGULAR CONTACT

WITH A CHILD THROUGH ANY PROGRAM, ACTIVITY OR SERVICE SPONSORED

BY A SCHOOL, FOR-PROFIT ORGANIZATION OR RELIGIOUS OR OTHER NOT-

FOR-PROFIT ORGANIZATION, A SCHOOL EMPLOYEE, CHILD CARE EMPLOYEE

OR AN EMPIOYEE OF A RESTDENTIAL FACILITY.

(D) PARTICIPATION IN EVENTS THAT INVOLVE PHYSICAL CONTACT

WITH CHILD.--NOTWITHSTANDING SUBSECTION (B.1), THE TERM "CHILD

ABUSE" SHALL NOT BE CONSTRUED, IN ITSELF, TO APPLY TO AN

INDIVIDUAL PARTICIPATING IN A PRACTICE OR COMPETITION IN AN

INTERSCHOLASTIC SPORT, PHYSICAL EDUCATION OR AN EXTRACURRICULAR

ACTIVITY THAT INVOLVES PHYSICAL CONTACT WITH A CHILD.

(E) PRACTICE OF RELIGIOUS BELIEFS.--TF UPON TINVESTTGATION

THE COUNTY AGENCY DETERMINES THAT A CHILD HAS NOT BEEN PROVIDED

NEEDED MEDICAL OR SURGICAL CARE BECAUSE OF SINCERELY HELD

20130SB0020PN1384 - 15 -
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RELTGIOUS BELIEFS OF THE CHIILD'S PARENTS, GUARDIAN OR PERSON

RESPONSIBLE FOR THE CHILD'S WELFARE, WHICH BELTEFS ARE

CONSISTENT WITH THOSE OF A BONA FIDE RELTIGION, THE CHILD SHALL

NOT BE DEEMED TO BE PHYSTCALLY OR MENTALLY ABUSED. THE COUNTY

AGENCY SHATLL CLOSELY MONITOR THE CHILD AND SHALL SEEK COURT-

ORDERED MEDICAL INTERVENTION WHEN THE TACK OF MEDICAL OR

SURGICAL CARE THREATENS THE CHILD'S LIFE OR LONG-TERM HEALTH. IN

CASES INVOLVING RELIGIOUS CIRCUMSTANCES, ALL CORRESPONDENCE WITH

A SUBJECT OF THE REPORT AND THE RECORDS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF

PUBLIC WELFARE AND THE COUNTY AGENCY SHALL NOT REFERENCE "CHILD

ABUSE" AND SHALL ACKNOWLEDGE THE RELTGIOUS BASIS FOR THE CHILD'S

CONDITION AND THE FAMITLY SHALL BE REFERRED FOR GENERAL

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, TF APPROPRTIATE. THIS SUBSECTION SHATLT NOT

APPLY TO FOSTER PARENTS, AN INDIVIDUAL WHO HAS DIRECT OR REGULAR

CONTACT WITH A CHILD THROUGH ANY PROGRAM, ACTIVITY OR SERVICE

SPONSORED BY A SCHOOL, FOR-PROFIT ORGANIZATION OR RELTIGIOUS OR

OTHER NOT-FOR—-PROFIT ORGANIZATION, SCHOOL EMPLOYEES, CHILD CARE

EMPLOYEES AND EMPLOYEES OF RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES.

(F) USE OF REASONABLE FORCE FOR SAFETY PURPOSES.--

NOTWITHSTANDING SUBSECTION (B.1), THE TERM "CHILD ABUSE" SHALL

NOT BE CONSTRUED TO APPLY TO THE USE OF REASONABLE FORCE UNDER

THE CIRCUMSTANCES AGAINST A CHILD BY A PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR

THE CHILD'S WELFARE TF ANY OF THE FOLLOWING APPLY:

(1) THE USE OF REASONABLE FORCE CONSTITUTES INCIDENTAL,

MINOR OR REASONABLE PHYSICAL CONTACT WITH THE CHILD OR OTHER

ACTIONS THAT ARE DESIGNED TO MAINTAIN ORDER AND CONTROL.

(2) THE USE OF REASONABLE FORCE IS NECESSARY:

(1) TO QUELTL A DISTURBANCE OR REMOVE THE CHILD FROM

THE SCENE OF A DISTURBANCE THAT THREATENS PHYSTCAL INJURY

TO PERSONS OR DAMAGE TO PROPERTY;

20130SB0020PN1384 - 16 -
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(IT) TO PREVENT THE CHTILD FROM SELF-INFLICTED

PHYSICAL HARM;

(ITT) FOR SELF-DEFENSE OR THE DEFENSE OF ANOTHER

INDIVIDUAL; OR

(IV) TO OBTAIN POSSESSION OF WEAPONS OR OTHER

DANGEROUS OBJECTS OR CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES OR

PARAPHERNATTA THAT ARE ON THE CHTITLD OR WITHTIN THE CONTROL

OF THE CHILD.

(G) RIGHTS OF PARENTS.--NOTHING IN THIS SECTION SHALL BE

CONSTRUED TO RESTRICT THE GENERALLY RECOGNIZED EXISTING RIGHTS

OF PARENTS TO USE REASONABLE SUPERVISION AND CONTROL WHEN

RAISING THETR CHITLDREN.

SECTION 2. SECTION 6340 (A) (5) OF TITLE 23 IS AMENDED TO
READ:

§ 6340. RELEASE OF INFORMATION IN CONFIDENTIAL REPORTS.

() GENERAL RULE.--REPORTS SPECIFIED IN SECTION 6339
(RELATING TO CONFIDENTIALITY OF REPORTS) SHALL ONLY BE MADE
AVAILABLE TO:

*x Kk %k
(5) A COURT OF COMPETENT JURISDICTION, INCLUDING A

MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT JUDGE, A JUDGE OF THE PHILADELPHIA

MUNICIPAL COURT AND A JUDGE OF THE PITTSBURGH MAGISTRATES

COURT, PURSUANT TO COURT ORDER OR SUBPOENA IN A CRIMINAL

MATTER INVOLVING A CHARGE OF CHILD ABUSE UNDER SECTION

[6303(B)] 6303(B.1) (RELATING TO DEFINITIONS). DISCLOSURE

THROUGH TESTIMONY SHALL BE SUBJECT TO THE RESTRICTIONS OF

SUBSECTION (C) .

* Kk %
SECTION 3. THE DEFINITION OF "CHILD ABUSE" IN SECTION 6502

OF TITLE 23 IS AMENDED TO READ:
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1 § 6502. DEFINITIONS.

2 THE FOLLOWING WORDS AND PHRASES WHEN USED IN THIS CHAPTER

3 SHALL HAVE THE MEANINGS GIVEN TO THEM IN THIS SECTION UNLESS THE
4 CONTEXT CLEARLY INDICATES OTHERWISE:

5 "CHILD ABUSE." CHILD ABUSE AS DEFINED IN SECTION [6303(B)]

6 6303(B.1) (RELATING TO DEFINITIONS) .

7 *x K* *

8 SECTION 4. THIS ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT JANUARY 1, 2014.
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