SENATE AMENDED

PRIOR PRINTER'S NO. 2320 PRINTER'S NO. 3691

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1605 %%

INTRODUCED BY JAMES, BAKER, BARRAR, BIZZARRO, CALTAGIRONE,
CARROLL, CAUSER, CORBIN, DiGIROLAMO, EVERETT, FLYNN, FREEMAN,
HARHART, A. HARRIS, HEFFLEY, HELM, HENNESSEY, KAUFFMAN,
KAVULICH, MACKENZIE, MAHER, McNEILL, MENTZER, MILLARD, MURT,
PETRI, QUINN, REESE, REGAN, ROEBUCK, SAYLOR, SCHWEYER,
TOEPEL, TOPPER, WARD, WATSON, OBERLANDER, WENTLING, GABLER,
ADOLPH AND BRIGGS, OCTOBER 7, 2015

SENATOR BROWNE, APPROPRIATIONS, IN SENATE, RE-REPORTED AS
AMENDED, JUNE 30, 2016
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relating—to—heritage—areas—

AMENDING THE ACT OF APRIL 9, 1929 (P.L.343, NO.176), ENTITLED, <--
AS AMENDED, "AN ACT RELATING TO THE FINANCES OF THE STATE
GOVERNMENT,; PROVIDING FOR THE SETTLEMENT, ASSESSMENT,
COLLECTION, AND LIEN OF TAXES, BONUS, AND ALL OTHER ACCOUNTS
DUE THE COMMONWEALTH, THE COLLECTION AND RECOVERY OF FEES AND
OTHER MONEY OR PROPERTY DUE OR BELONGING TO THE COMMONWEALTH,
OR ANY AGENCY THEREOF, INCLUDING ESCHEATED PROPERTY AND THE
PROCEEDS OF ITS SALE, THE CUSTODY AND DISBURSEMENT OR OTHER
DISPOSITION OF FUNDS AND SECURITIES BELONGING TO OR IN THE
POSSESSION OF THE COMMONWEALTH, AND THE SETTLEMENT OF CLAIMS
AGAINST THE COMMONWEALTH, THE RESETTLEMENT OF ACCOUNTS AND
APPEALS TO THE COURTS, REFUNDS OF MONEYS ERRONEOUSLY PAID TO
THE COMMONWEALTH, AUDITING THE ACCOUNTS OF THE COMMONWEALTH
AND ALL AGENCIES THEREOF, OF ALL PUBLIC OFFICERS COLLECTING
MONEYS PAYABLE TO THE COMMONWEALTH, OR ANY AGENCY THEREOF,
AND ALL RECEIPTS OF APPROPRIATIONS FROM THE COMMONWEALTH,
AUTHORIZING THE COMMONWEALTH TO ISSUE TAX ANTICIPATION NOTES
TO DEFRAY CURRENT EXPENSES, IMPLEMENTING THE PROVISIONS OF
SECTION 7 (A) OF ARTICLE VIII OF THE CONSTITUTION OF
PENNSYLVANIA AUTHORIZING AND RESTRICTING THE INCURRING OF



CERTAIN DEBT AND IMPOSING PENALTIES; AFFECTING EVERY
DEPARTMENT, BOARD, COMMISSION, AND OFFICER OF THE STATE
GOVERNMENT, EVERY POLITICAL SUBDIVISION OF THE STATE, AND
CERTAIN OFFICERS OF SUCH SUBDIVISIONS, EVERY PERSON,
ASSOCIATION, AND CORPORATION REQUIRED TO PAY, ASSESS, OR
COLLECT TAXES, OR TO MAKE RETURNS OR REPORTS UNDER THE LAWS
IMPOSING TAXES FOR STATE PURPOSES, OR TO PAY LICENSE FEES OR
OTHER MONEYS TO THE COMMONWEALTH, OR ANY AGENCY THEREOF,
EVERY STATE DEPOSITORY AND EVERY DEBTOR OR CREDITOR OF THE
COMMONWEALTH, " IN HERITAGE AREAS, PROVIDING FOR THE HERITAGE
AREA PROGRAM TO IDENTIFY, PROTECT, ENHANCE AND PROMOTE THE
HISTORIC, RECREATIONAL, NATURAL, CULTURAL AND SCENIC
RESOURCES OF THIS COMMONWEALTH AND TO STIMULATE COMMUNITY
REVITALIZATION AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT THROUGH REGIONAL
HERITAGE CONSERVATION, RECREATION, TOURISM AND PARTNERSHIPS;
IN GENERAL BUDGET IMPLEMENTATION, PROVIDING FOR FEDERAL AND
COMMONWEALTH USE OF FOREST LAND; AND MAKING A RELATED REPEAL.
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The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

19 hereby enacts as follows:
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Seetionr—6o—Fffeetive—<date—
SECTION 1. SECTION 1601-J OF THE ACT OF APRIL 9, 1929 <--

(P.L.343, NO.176), KNOWN AS THE FISCAL CODE, ADDED JULY 6, 2010
(P.L.279, NO.46), IS AMENDED TO READ:
SECTION 1601-J. [ PROGRAM.

(A) ESTABLISHMENT.--THE HERITAGE AREA PROGRAM IS ESTABLISHED
WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES TO
IDENTIFY, PROTECT, ENHANCE AND PROMOTE THE HISTORIC,
RECREATIONAL, NATURAL, CULTURAL AND SCENIC RESOURCES OF THIS
COMMONWEALTH.

(B) ADMINISTRATION.--THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ADOPT GUIDELINES
AND POLICIES FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION AND ADMINISTRATION OF THE
PROGRAM.

(C) FUNDING.--THE DEPARTMENT MAY ALLOCATE FUNDS APPROPRIATED
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TO THE DEPARTMENT FOR GRANTS AND INVESTMENT PROGRAMS WITHIN
HERITAGE AREAS, INCLUDING ADMINISTRATION AND OPERATION.] SCOPE

OF ARTICLE.

THTS ARTICLE RETLATES TO THE HERITAGE AREA PROGRAM.

SECTION 2. THE ACT IS AMENDED BY ADDING SECTIONS TO READ:

SECTION 1602-J. DECLARATION OF POLICY.

THE GENERATL ASSEMBLY FINDS AND DECLARES AS FOLLOWS:

(1) THE ACT OF JUNE 28, 1995 (P.L.89, NO.18), KNOWN AS

THE CONSERVATION AND NATURATL RESOURCES ACT, CREATED THE

DEPARTMENT AND EMPOWERED THE DEPARTMENT TO ADMINISTER STATE

HERITAGE CONSERVATION PROGRAMS, SUCH AS THE PENNSYLVANIA

HERTITAGE PARKS PROGRAM.

(2) THE PENNSYLVANIA HERITAGE PARKS PROGRAM CONSISTS OF

HERTTAGE AREAS, WHTICH ARF MULTTICOUNTY REGIONS LOCATED IN THTS

COMMONWEALTH AND DESTIGNATED BY GUBERNATORTIATL, ACTION THAT

PROMOTES AN APPRECIATION OF THE HISTORY AND HERITAGE OF THE

REGIONS.

(3) SINCE 1989, HERITAGE AREAS ASSIST COMMUNITIES IN

DEVEIOPING, RESTORING, PRESERVING AND CONSERVING NATIONALLY,

STATE AND LOCALLY STIGNIFICANT HISTORIC, CULTURAL, NATURAL AND

RECREATIONAL RESOURCES THROUGH CAPITAL AND PROGRAMMATIC

INVESTMENTS .

(4) HERTTAGE AREAS HAVE SUCCESSFULLY DEMONSTRATED THE

ABILITY TO CREATE PUBLIC, PRIVATE AND NONPROFIT INVESTMENT

PARTNERSHIPS LEVERAGING SIGNIFICANT INVESTMENTS FOR EVERY

DOLLAR OF COMMONWEALTH FUNDS.

(5) HERITAGE AREAS ARE A KEY CATALYST IN REGIONS OF THIS

COMMONWEALTH FOR ECONOMIC GROWTH AND COMMUNITY DEVETLOPMENT

STRATEGIES AND INVESTMENTS RESULTING IN TOURISM PROMOTION,

SMATLT BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT AND THE CREATTION OF JOBS.
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(6) THE COMMONWEALTH'S PROGRAM HAS LONG BEEN RECOGNIZED,

STUDIED AND REPLICATED BY OTHER STATES AND THE NATIONAL PARK

SERVICE AS A MODEL FOR SUCCESSEFUL HERITAGE AND COMMUNITY

CONSERVATTION AND DEVELOPMENT.

(1) DUE TO THE SUCCESS OF THE PROGRAM, A TARGETED EFFORT

SHOULD BE MADE TO PROMOTE THTIS COMMONWEALTH'S HERITAGE AREAS

BY PROVIDING DEDICATED EFUNDING.

SECTION 1603-J. DEFINITIONS.

THE FOLLOWING WORDS AND PHRASES WHEN USED IN THIS ARTICLE

SHALL HAVE THE MEANINGS GIVEN TO THEM IN THTIS SECTION UNLESS THE

CONTEXT CLEARLY INDICATES OTHERWISE:

"DEPARTMENT." THE DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND NATURAL

RESOURCES OF THE COMMONWEATLTH.

"HERITAGE AREA." A COMMONWEALTH-DESIGNATED REGION, MANAGED

BY A NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION OR GOVERNMENTAL ENTITY, WHICH

CONSERVES NATIONALLY AND STATE SIGNIFICANT LANDSCAPES AND

DEVELOPS, PROTECTS, INTERPRETS AND PROMOTES ITS HISTORIC,

CULTURAL, NATURAL AND RECREATIONAL RESOURCES TO STIMULATE

ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT.

"PROGRAM." THE HERITAGE AREA PROGRAM.

"SECRETARY." THE SECRETARY OF THE DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION

AND NATURAL RESOURCES OF THE COMMONWEALTH.

SECTION 1604-J. HERITAGE AREA PROGRAM.

(A) ESTABLISHMENT.--THE HERITAGE AREA PROGRAM IS ESTABLISHED

WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT TO IDENTIEY, PROTECT, DEVELOP, ENHANCE AND

PROMOTE THE HISTORIC, RECREATIONAL, NATURATL, CULTURAL AND SCENIC

RESOURCES OF THIS COMMONWEALTH AND TO STIMULATE COMMUNITY

REVITALTZATION AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT THROUGH REGIONAL

HERITAGE CONSERVATION, RECREATION, TOURISM AND PARTNERSHIPS.

(B) ADMINISTRATION.--
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(1) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ADOPT PROGRAM GUIDELINES AND

POLICIES FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION AND ADMINISTRATION OF THE

PROGRAM.

(2) THE DEPARTMENT SHATT CONSULT WITH THE HERTTAGE AREAS

ON AN ANNUAL BASIS TO DISCUSS PROGRAM GOALS, GUIDELINES AND

POLICIES.

(C) FUNDING.--THE DEPARTMENT SHAILT, UNDER SUBSECTION (F),

ALLOCATE FUNDS APPROPRIATED TO THE DEPARTMENT TO THE PROGRAM FOR

THE FOLLOWING PURPOSES:

(1) MANAGEMENT, ADMINISTRATION, OPERATION AND MARKETING

OF HERITAGE AREAS.

(2) PLANNING, IMPLEMENTATION, TECHNTICAL ASSTISTANCE AND

EDUCATIONAL PROJECTS AND PROGRAMS RELATED TO HERTITAGE AREAS.

(3) DEVELOPMENT, CONSTRUCTION, REHABILITATION, REPAIR,

ACQUISITION, PRESERVATION AND ENHANCEMENT OF LANDS, BUILDINGS

AND OTHER STRUCTURES RELATED TO HERITAGE AREAS.

(4) PROTECTION, DOCUMENTATION, INTERPRETATION AND

PROMOTION OF THE CULTURAL, NATURAL, SCENIC, RECREATIONAL AND

HISTORIC RESOURCES OF HERITAGE AREAS.

(5) ESTABLISHMENT OF PARTNERSHIPS AND COALITIONS OF

GOVERNMENTAT, AND NONGOVERNMENTATL, AGENCTES AND ORGANTIZATIONS

TO ASSIST HERITAGE AREAS WITH THE TIMPLEMENTATION OF

MANAGEMENT ACTION PLANS.

(6) ANY OTHER ACTIVITIES DEEMED APPROPRIATE BY THE

DEPARTMENT .

(D) USE.--A HERITAGE AREA MAY USE THE FUNDING ALLOCATED BY

THE DEPARTMENT FOR THE PROGRAM TO PROVIDE A GRANT TO ANOTHER

ENTITY AND ORGANIZATION, INCLUDING A COUNTY, MUNICIPALITY,

AUTHORITY, NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION, OTHER AUTHORIZED

ORGANIZATION, PRIVATE SECTOR FTIRM AND BUSINESS, IF THE PURPOSE
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OF THE GRANT MEETS THE REQUIREMENTS OF SUBSECTION (C).

(E) FELIGIBILITY.—--IN ADDITION TO ANY OTHER FUNDING PROVIDED

TO A HERITAGE AREA, A HERITAGE AREA SHALL BE ELIGIBLE TO APPLY

FOR A GRANT AND LOAN PROGRAM ADMINISTERED BY THE DEPARTMENT OR

OTHER FEDERATL OR STATE AGENCY OR ENTITY.

(F) AMOUNT.--—

(1) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL DISTRIBUTE FUNDS TO THE PROGRAM

BASED ON ESTABLISHED PROGRAM GOALS, GUIDELINES AND POLICIES.

(2) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ALLOCATE ALL FUNDS APPROPRIATED

ANNUALLY FOR THE PROGRAM AND EACH STATE-DESIGNATED HERITAGE

AREA SHALL RECEIVE A MINIMUM AMOUNT ESTABLISHED BY THE

PROGRAM GOALS, GUIDELINES AND POLICIES.

(G) ADMINISTRATIVE USE.--THE DEPARTMENT MAY USE NO MORE THAN

5% OF THE FUNDING APPROPRIATED ANNUALLY FOR THE PROGRAM FOR

ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES, INCLUDING THE DEVELOPMENT OF A

STRATEGIC PTLAN OR OTHER APPROPRIATE INITIATIVE RETLATED TO THE

ADMINISTRATION OF THE PROGRAM.

SECTION 1798.1-E. FEDERAL AND COMMONWEALTH USE OF FOREST LAND.

(A) SCOPE.—--THIS SECTION APPLIES TO THE FOLLOWING:

(1) REATL PROPERTY ACQUIRED FOR FOREST RESERVES BY:

(1) THE FEDERATL GOVERNMENT; OR

(IT) THE COMMONWEALTH.

(2) TAX-EXEMPT REAL PROPERTY ACQUIRED BY THE FEDERAL

GOVERNMENT OR BY THE COMMONWEALTH FOR THE PURPOSE OF

PRESERVING, PERPETUATING AND MATINTATINING ANY PORTION OF THE

ORIGINAL FORESTS OF THIS COMMONWEALTH AS PUBLIC PLACES AND

PARKS.

(3) REATL PROPERTY:

(I) WHICH IS ACQUIRED FOR THE PURPOSE OF

CONSERVATION OF WATER OR THE PREVENTION OF FLOOD
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1 CONDITIONS; AND

2 (IT) UPON WHICH THERE TS AN TIMPOSED TAX PAYABLE BY
3 THE COMMONWEALTH.
4 (B) CHARGE.--
5 (1) SUBJECT TO SUBSECTION (C), REAL PROPERTY UNDER
6 SUBSECTION (A) SHALL BE SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING ANNUAL
7 CHARGES :
8 (I) FOR LAND OWNED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION
9 AND NATURAL RESOURCES:
10 (A) $2.00 PER ACRE FOR THE BENEFIT OF EACH
11 COUNTY WHERE THE REAL PROPERTY IS LOCATED;
12 (B) $2.00 PER ACRE FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE
13 SCHOOLS IN EACH SCHOOL DISTRICT WHERE THE REAL
14 PROPERTY IS TLOCATED; AND
15 (<) $2.00 PER ACRE FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE
16 TOWNSHIP WHERE THE REAL PROPERTY IS LOCATED.
17 (IT) FOR ILAND OWNED BY THE THE PENNSYILVANTA GAME
18 COMMISSION OR THE PENNSYLVANTIA FISH AND BOAT COMMISSION:
19 (A) $1.20 PER ACRE FOR THE BENEFIT OF EACH
20 COUNTY WHERE THE REAT PROPERTY IS TOCATED;
21 (B) $1.20 PER ACRE FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE
22 SCHOOLS IN EACH SCHOOL DISTRICT WHERE THE REAL
23 PROPERTY IS TOCATED; AND
24 (<) $1.20 PER ACRE FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE
25 TOWNSHTIP WHERE THE REAL PROPERTY IS LOCATED.
26 (2) SUBJECT TO SUBSECTION (F), THE CHARGE UNDER
27 PARAGRAPH (1) SHALL BE PAYABLE BY THE COMMONWEALTH BEFORE
28 SEPTEMBER 2.
29 (C) DURATION.-—-—
30 (1) EXCEPT AS SET FORTH TN PARAGRAPH (2), THE ANNUAL
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CHARGE PAYABLE BY THE COMMONWEALTH ON REAL PROPERTY UNDER

SUBSECTION (A) (1) (T) SHALTL CONTINUE ONLY UNTII, THE RECEIPT OF

MONEY BY TREASURERS AND TOWNSHIP SUPERVISORS OF THE POLITICAL

SUBDIVISTONS UNDER SUBSECTION (B) (1), IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE

ACT OF APRIL 27, 1925 (P.L.324, NO.185), ENTITLED "AN ACT FOR

THE DISTRIBUTION BY THE COMMONWEALTH AND COUNTIES TO

TOWNSHTIPS AND SCHOOL DISTRICTS OF MONEYS RECEIVED FROM THE

UNITED STATES FROM FOREST RESERVES WITHIN THE COMMONWEALTH,"

EQUALS OR EXCEEDS THE AMOUNT PATID BY THE COMMONWEALTH IN LIEU

OF TAXES.

(2) PARAGRAPH (1) DOES NOT APPLY TO:

(1) THE ANNUAL CHARGE PER ACRE FOR THE BENEFIT OF

THE COUNTY WHERE REAIL PROPERTY UNDER SUBSECTION (A) (1) (T)

IS LOCATED FOR 1953, 1954, 1955 AND 1956; AND

(IT) $0.025 OF THE ANNUAL CHARGE PER ACRE FOR THE

BENEFIT OF THE COUNTY WHERE THE REAL PROPERTY UNDER

SUBSECTION (A) (1) (T) IS LOCATED FOR EACH YEAR AFTER 1956.

(3) THE COMMONWEALTH SHALL PAY THE CHARGES EXEMPTED

UNDER PARAGRAPH (2).

(D) CERTIFTCATION.--UPON APPLICATION OF THE TREASURFER OR

TOWNSHTIP SUPERVISOR, THE SECRETARY OF CONSERVATION AND NATURAL

RESOURCES SHALL CERTIFY TO THE RESPECTIVE COUNTIES, SCHOOL

DISTRICTS AND TOWNSHIPS WHERE REAL PROPERTY UNDER SUBSECTION (A)

IS LOCATED AND TO THE STATE TREASURER:

(1) THE NUMBER OF ACRES OWNED BY THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

AND BY THE COMMONWEALTH IN THE POLITICAL SUBDIVISION; AND

(2) THE CHARGE AGAINST THE REAL PROPERTY.

(E) PAYMENT.--THE STATE TREASURER SHATLT PAY TO POLITICAL

SUBDIVISIONS UNDER SUBSECTION (D) THE AMOUNT DUE UNDER

SUBSECTION (B) UPON:
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(1) REQUISITION OF THE SECRETARY OF CONSERVATION AND

NATURAL RESOURCES; AND

(2) APPLICATION BY THE APPROPRIATE TREASURER OR TOWNSHIP

SUPERVISORS.

(F) SOURCE OF PAYMENT.--FOR REATL PROPERTY OWNED BY THE

DEPARTMENT, THE PENNSYLVANTIA GAME COMMISSION OR THE PENNSYLVANTIA

FISH AND BOAT COMMISSION, OF THE CHARGE PER ACRE UNDER

SUBSECTION (B):

(1) $2.40 SHALL BE PAID FROM MONEY AVAILABLE UNDER 4

PA.C.S. § 1403 (RELATING TO ESTABLISHMENT OF STATE GAMING

FUND AND NET SLOT MACHINE REVENUE DISTRIBUTION) ; AND

(2) THE REMATNDER SHATLL BE PAID BY THE COMMONWEALTH

AGENCY WHICH OWNS THE PROPERTY.

SECTION 3. REPEALS ARE AS FOLLOWS:

(1) THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY DECLARES THAT THE REPEAL UNDER
PARAGRAPH (2) IS NECESSARY TO EFFECTUATE THE ADDITION OF
SECTION 1798.1-E OF THE ACT.

(2) THE ACT OF MAY 17, 1929 (P.L.1798, NO.591), REFERRED
TO AS THE FOREST RESERVES MUNICIPAL FINANCIAL RELIEF LAW, IS
REPEALED.

SECTION 4. THIS ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT AS FOLLOWS:

(1) THE FOLLOWING PROVISIONS SHALL TAKE EFFECT JULY 1,

2017:
(I) THE ADDITION OF 1798.1-E OF THE ACT.
(IT) SECTION 3(2) OF THIS ACT.
(2) THE REMAINDER OF THIS ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT
IMMEDIATELY.
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