State of South Dakota

NINETIETH SESSION

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, 2015
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HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION No. 1002

Introduced by: RepresentativesRomkema, Anderson, Beal, Bolin, Brunner, Conzet, Cronin,
Deutsch, Dryden, Gosch, Haggar (Don), Harrison, Jensen (Alex), Johns,
Klumb, Langer, Marty, Partridge, Peterson (Kent), Qualm, Ring, Rounds,
Rozum, Schoenfish, Sly, Solum, Tulson, Verchio, Westra, Willadsen, Wink,
and Wollmann and Senators Ewing, Jensen (Phil), Lederman, Monroe, Ol son,
Omdahl, Otten (Ernie), Peterson (Jim), Rampel berg, Rave, Rusch, Tieszen,
and Van Gerpen

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION, Supporting the continued operation of the D.C. Booth

Historic National Fish Hatchery.

WHEREAS, sport fishing routinely draws more than 268,000 participantsin South Dakota
annually, constituting an important component of South Dakotas economy, with angler
expenditures exceeding $313 million in 2011; and South Dakota benefited from an estimated
$62 millionin salaries, wages, and business owner earningsin 2006, and created 2,500 obs; and

WHEREAS, the South Dakota Department of Game, Fish and Parks received more than
$8.6 million in revenue from the sale of fishing licensesin fiscal year 2014, which represents
asignificant portion of the agency's budget; and

WHEREAS, trout produced in both state and federal hatchery systems and stocked into
waters throughout South Dakota is important in maintaining sport fishing and its economic

benefits;, and
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WHEREAS, the D.C. Booth Historic National Fish Hatchery producestrout tofill needsfor
federdl, tribal, and state water development projects throughout western South Dakota; and

WHEREAS, the D.C. Booth Historic National Fish Hatchery & Archives, established in
1896, hasstocked watersinwestern South Dakota, including tribal watersonthe Pine Ridgeand
Rosebud Reservations; and

WHEREAS, the D.C. Booth Historic National Fish Hatchery & Archives serves as akey
economic contributor to the city of Spearfish, bringing in $2.1 million annually or areturn of
$62 for every $1 invested; and D.C. Booth isthe city's top tourist attraction with over 150,000
visitorsannually with $840,000 being spent annually by nonresident visitorswho attribute their
visits to Spearfish to the D.C. Booth Historic National Fish Hatchery; and

WHEREAS, over $141,000 is brought in annually in local and state tax and fee revenue
from the D.C. Booth Historic National Fish Hatchery & Archives; and

WHEREAS, the staffing, expertise, resources, and a large portion of the funding for the
operation and maintenance of the D.C. Booth Historic National Fish Hatchery & Archivesis
supplied by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, further benefiting the city of Spearfish and the
state of South Dakota; and the existence of D.C. Booth contributes 27 jobs to the area; and

WHEREAS, the United States Fish and Wildlife Service recently completed a study
predicting that the closure of the D.C. Booth Historic Nationa Fish Hatchery will curtail the
stocking of South Dakota's waters, entailing aloss of associated economic benefits; and

WHEREAS, the continuation of the D.C. Booth Historic Nationa Fish Hatchery'srole as
atrout producer, and an educational and tourist facility isextremely important to South Dakota's
economy and sport fishing:

NOW, THEREFORE, BEIT RESOLVED, by the House of Representativesof theNinetieth

Legislature of the State of South Dakota, the Senate concurring therein, that:
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The South Dakota Legislature supports the continued operation of the D.C. Booth
Historic National Fish Hatchery and urges the United States Fish and Wildlife
Service, in partnership with the Department of Game, Fish and Parks, to maintainits
current mission of stocking South Dakota waters for recreational fishing and the
recovery of threatened and endangered species;

The South Dakota L egislature supports the operation of the hatchery and adjacent
federal landsin amanner that promotes public recreation and scientific research and
educational activities; and

The South Dakota Legidlature urges the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources and the Department of Game, Fish and Parks to work with the United
States Fish and Wildlife Service to protect the operation of the D.C. Booth Historic

National Fish Hatchery; and

BEIT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of thisHouse Concurrent Resol ution be sent to

Daugaard.

all members of the South Dakota del egation to the United States Congress, the Secretary of the

Interior, the Director of the United States Fish and Wildlife Service, and Governor Dennis



