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To update the Commercial Space Launch Act by amending title 51, United
States Code, to promote competitiveness of the U.S. commercial space
sector, and for other purposes.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

May 12, 2015
Mr. CruZz (for himself, Mr. NELSON, Mr. PETERS, Mr. RUB10, Mr. GARDNER,
and Mr. UDALL) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and
referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
JuLy 22, 2015
Reported by Mr. THUNE, with an amendment

[Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert the part printed in italic]

A BILL

To update the Commercial Space Launch Act by amending
title 51, United States Code, to promote competitiveness

of the U.S. commercial space sector, and for other pur-
poses.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 twes of the Unated States of America in Congress assembled,
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.
of att amendient to; o repeal of; a seetton or other provt-
BILITY REQUIREMENTS.
o SENSE oF Covahiss— 15 the setse of Con-
shal—
) evaluate ands Hf necessary; develop a phan to
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2) m evaluatine or developine a plan under
paragraph H—
atrel
SEG: 4: FAUNCH EIABILITY EXTENSION:

SEG: 5 COMMERCIAL SPACE LAUNCH EICENSING AND EX-

PERIMENTAL PERMITS:
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) i subseetion (e} by striking “saborbital

The isstanee of & heense under this ehapter may not wval-
SEG: 6: HICENSING REPORT:
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SEC: 7. SPACE AUTHORITY:

C Hittee on Seieﬁee—, Spﬂee—, and q;eeh-ﬂe-}e-g“&l ¥ of the
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Hotse of Representatives a report on the assessment

SEG: 8: SPACE SURVEILEANCE AND SITUATIONAL AWARE-

NESS DATA:
2) submit & report on the feastbility study to
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SEC. 9. EXTENSION OF CERTAIN SAFETY REGULATION RE-
QUIREMENTS.
REQEIREMENTS—Seetion  50905(e)H3) is amended by
strikine “Beotintne on October b 20057 and inserting
“Beeinnine on October 1 20207
50905(e) s amended

the sstiatree of o totiee of proposed rbetrtkhe—
to n reetdatory appronch vnder seetton 50909565} of e
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Teehnoloey of the House of Representatives a report that
appropriate for reeulatory action; H any; and a propesed
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Teehnoloey of the House of Representatives a report de-

a9 Febeves AND PERPOSE—Seetion b 5 18
atnended by Hisertine 5 eoverntnent astrotantsT after
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teess ettoreed w1 the petfortrttee of o Fed-
Exeentive aet; or
—
tratiot;
) is earrted within o launeh vehiele or
ment; by & partner to that agreement other than the
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by striking “and its paylonds erews or space flight partie-
) DEFINIFION OF REENTRY SERVICES—Paragraph

*S 1297 RS



O o0 N N W B W =

|\ IR N© TR NG T NS R NS R e e T e T e e T
A W NN = O 0O 0NN N R WD = O

12
Paraoraph (20} of seetion 50902 as redestonnted is
vidhal; who 13 not erew or & government astronaunt;
earried within & launeh vehiele or reentry vehtele-
I of seetion 50902 as redesienated: is amended by
APPHEATIONS—Seetion 50905 18 amended—
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“A) a launeh; reentry; operation of a
lanneh stte or reentry site; or other space actv-

ment; or

“By plannine or pohetes related to the

within & latneh vehiele or reentry vehiele under
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and facilitios
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relevant to any eommererd lavneh of a lavneh
vehiele or commereial reentey of a reentry veht-
of a reqrirement of one agener cordd result
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t the satisfaetion of a requirement of an-
move any outmoded or dupheative reguire-
a favneh vehiele or commeretnd reentry of

& reentry vehtele:

Committee on Commerce; Seienee; and Transpor-
Hyes; and the coneresstond defense eommittees a re-
pheation for and approval of & permit or heense
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atite on o Frtted  States  Governtent
erty; and

eftrerents:

ments across affected aeenetes o a sh-
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seetton—
B the terms “launelk’s “reenter’s and
“reentry” inelude landine of a lanneh vehtele or
B SR oF Coxaite—h i the setse of Hon-
oress Hhat—
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SFATFON—
et of 2040 2 s 5o s attended—
“THROUGH 2020 aiid
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“§70907. Maintaining use through at least 2024
Hot as a destenated tattonad laboratory—
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1 S ds cotstdered for wse by ot NS trbsston
4 crretton demonstrations: and

7 United States throueh ot least September 30
8 20247

10 MENPS—

12 The it relating to seetion SO01 b the table of
13 cotttents i oseetion Hhi of the National Aero-
15 Aet of 2000 ¢124 Siat, 25061 s amended by
16 steikine “throneh 202077

18 o —The table of contents for chapter 704 i
19 amended by amendine the ttem relatine to see-
20 ttorr FO9OF to read as follows:

21 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.
22 This Act may be cited as the “U.S. Commercial Space

23 Launch Competitiveness Act”.

*S 1297 RS



O o0 9 N D kA WD =

|\ TN NG T N T NG N NG I N0 B e T e e T e e T T
LN A W NN = O O 0NN N R WD~ O

23
SEC. 2. REFERENCES TO TITLE 51, UNITED STATES CODE.

Except as otherwise expressly provided, wherever in
this Act an amendment or repeal is expressed in terms of
an amendment to, or repeal of, a section or other provision,
the reference shall be considered to be made to a section or
other provision of title 51, Unated States Code.

SEC. 3. LIABILITY INSURANCE AND FINANCIAL RESPONSI-
BILITY REQUIREMENTS.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It 1s the sense of Congress
that it 1s i the public interest to update the methodology
used to calculate the maximum probable loss from claims
under section 50914 of title 51, United States Code, with
a validated risk profile approach in order to consistently
compute valid and reasonable maximum probable loss val-
ues.

(b) IMPLEMENTATION.—Not later than September 30,
2015, the Secretary of Transportation, in consultation with
the commercial space sector and insurance providers,
shall—

(1) evaluate and, if necessary, develop a plan to
update the methodology wused to calculate the maax-
vmum probable loss from claims under section 50914
of title 51, United States Code;

(2) in evaluating or developing a plan under

paragraph (1)—
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(A) ensure that the Federal Government is
not exposed to greater costs than intended and
that launch companies are not required to pur-
chase more insurance coverage than necessary;
and

(B) consider the vmpact of the cost to both
the industry and the Government of imple-
menting an updated methodology; and
(3) submit the evaluation, and any plan, to the

Jommattee on  Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate and the Committee on Science,
Space, and Technology of the House of Representa-

tives.

SEC. 4. LAUNCH LIABILITY EXTENSION.

Section 50915(f) is amended by striking “December 31,

20167 and inserting “December 31, 2020

SEC. 5. COMMERCIAL SPACE LAUNCH LICENSING AND EX-

PERIMENTAL PERMITS.
Section 50906 is amended—

(1) wn subsection (d), by striking “launched or
reentered” and inserting “launched or reentered under
that permat’;

(2) by amending subsection (d)(1) to read as fol-

lows:

*S 1297 RS
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“(1) research and development to test design con-
cepts, equipment, or operating techniques;”;

(3) in subsection (d)(3) by striking “prior to ob-
taining a license”;

(4) n subsection (e)(1) by striking “suborbital
rocket design” and inserting “suborbital rocket or
suborbital rocket design’; and

(5) by amending subsection (g) to read as fol-
lows:

“(g) The Secretary may issue a permit under this sec-
tion notwithstanding any license issued wnder this chapter.
The issuance of a license under this chapter may not invali-
date a permat issued under this section.”.

SEC. 6. LICENSING REPORT.

Not later than 120 days after the date of enactment
of this Act, the Secretary of Transportation shall submit
to the Commattee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate and the Commaittee on Science, Space,
and Technology of the House of Representatives a report
on approaches for streamlining the licensing and permit-
ting process of launch vehicles, reentry vehicles, or compo-

nents of launch or reentry wvehicles, to enable non-launch

Jlight operations related to space transportation. The report

shall wnclude approaches to improve efficiency, reduce un-

necessary costs, resolve inconsistencies, remove duplication,

*S 1297 RS
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and minimize unwarranted constraints. The report shall
also mclude an assessment of existing private and govern-
ment infrastructure, as appropriate, in future licensing ac-
tivities.

SEC. 7. SPACE AUTHORITY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days after the
date of enactment of this Act, the Director of the Office of
Science and Technology Policy, in consultation with the
Secretary of State, the Secretary of Transportation, the Ad-
manistrator of the National Aeronautics and Space Admin-
wstration, the heads of other relevant Federal agencies, and
the commercial space sector, shall—

(1) assess current, and proposed near-term, com-
mercial non-governmental —activities conducted in
space;

(2) identify appropriate oversight authorities for
the activities described in paragraph (1);

(3) recommend an oversight approach that would
prioritize safety, utilize existing authorities, minimize
burdens, promote the U.S. commercial space sector,
and meet the United States obligations under inter-
national treaties; and

(4) submat to the Commattee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate and the

Commattee on Science, Space, and Technology of the

*S 1297 RS
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House of Representatives a report on the assessment

and recommended approaches.

(b) EXCEPTION.—Nothing in this section shall apply
to the actvnties of the ISS national laboratory as described
wm section 504 of the National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
mainistration Authorization Act of 2010 (42 U.S.C. 18354),
meluding any research or development projects utilizing the
IS8 national laboratory.

SEC. 8. SPACE SURVEILLANCE AND SITUATIONAL AWARE-
NESS DATA.

Not later than 120 days after the date of enactment
of this Act, the Secretary of Transportation in concurrence
with the Secretary of Defense shall—

(1) wn consultation with the heads of other rel-
evant Federal agencies, study the feasibility of proc-
essing and releasing safety-related space situational
awareness data and information to any entity con-
sistent with national security interests and public
safety obligations of the Unated States; and

(2) submit a report on the feasibility study to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate and the Commaittee on Science,
Space, and Technology of the House of Representa-

tives.

*S 1297 RS
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SEC. 9. EXTENSION OF CERTAIN SAFETY REGULATION RE-

QUIREMENTS.

(a) EXTENSION OF CERTAIN SAFETY REGULATION RE-
QUIREMENTS.—Section 50905(¢c)(3) is amended by striking
“Beginning on October 1, 2015” and inserting “Beginning
on October 1, 2020

(b) CONSTRUCTION.—RSection 50905(c) is amended by
adding at the end the following:

“(5) Nothing in this subsection shall be construed
to limit the authority of the Secretary to discuss po-
tential regulatory approaches with the commercial
space sector, including observations, findings, and
recommendations from the Commercial Space Trans-
portation Advisory Committee, prior to the issuance
of a notice of proposed rulemaking.”.

(¢) REPORT.—Not later than 270 days after the date
of enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Transportation,
m consultation with the commercial space sector, including
the Commercial Space Transportation Advisory Committee,
shall submait to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate and the Commattee on
Science, Space, and Technology of the House of Representa-
tives a report specifying key industry metrics that might
wmdicate readiness of the commercial space sector and the
Department of Transportation to transition to a requlatory
approach under section 50905(c)(3) of title 51, United

*S 1297 RS
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States Code, that considers space flight participant, govern-

ment astronaut, and crew safety.

(d) BIENNIAL REPORT.—Beginning on December 31,
2016, and biennially thereafter, the Secretary of Transpor-
tation, in consultation and coordination with the commer-
cial space sector, including the Commercial Space Trans-
portation Advisory Commattee, shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the
Senate and the Commattee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology of the House of Representatives a report that identi-
fies the activities, described in subsections (c¢) and (d) of
section 50905 of title 51, United States Code, most appro-
priate for requlatory action, iof any, and a proposed transi-
tion plan for such requlations.

SEC. 10. INDUSTRY VOLUNTARY CONSENSUS STANDARDS.

(a) INDUSTRY VOLUNTARY CONSENSUS STANDARDS.—
Section 50905(c), as amended in section 9 of this Act, s
SJurther amended by adding at the end the following:

“(6) The Secretary shall continue to work with
the commercial space sector, including the Commer-
cial Space Transportation Advisory Committee, to fa-
cilitate the development of voluntary consensus stand-
ards based on recommended best practices to improve

the safety of crew, government astronauts, and space

*S 1297 RS
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Jlight participants as the commercial space sector

continues to mature.”.

(b) BIENNIAL REPORT.—Beginning on December 31,
2016, and biennially thereafter, the Secretary of Transpor-
tation, in consultation and coordination with the commer-
cial space sector, including the Commercial Space Trans-
portation Advisory Commattee, shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the
Senate and the Commaittee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology of the House of Representatives a report detailing
progress on the development of industry voluntary con-
sensus standards under section 50905(¢c)(6) of title 51,
Unated States Code.

SEC. 11. GOVERNMENT ASTRONAUTS.

(a) FINDINGS AND PURPOSE.—Section 50901(15) 1is
amended by inserting “, government astronauts,” after
“crew” each place it appears.

(b) DEFINITION OF GOVERNMENT ASTRONAUT.—~Sec-
tion 50902 1s amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (4) through (22)
as paragraphs (7) through (25), respectively; and

(2) by inserting after paragraph (3) the fol-
lowing:

“(4) ‘government astronaut’ means an indi-

vidual who—

*S 1297 RS
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“(A) 1s either—

“(1) an employee of the United States

Government, including the uniformed serv-

wces, engaged in the performance of a Fed-

eral function under authority of law or an

FExecutive act; or

“(1n) an anternational partner astro-
naut;

“(B) 1s identified by the Admanistrator of
the National Aeronautics and Space Admainistra-
tion;

“(C) s carried within a launch vehicle or
reentry vehicle; and

“(D) may perform or may not perform ac-
twvities durectly relating to the launch, reentry,
or other operation of the launch vehicle or re-
entry vehicle.

“(5) “international partner astronaut’ means an
mdwvidual designated under Article 11 of the Inter-
national Space Station Intergovernmental Agreement,
by a partner to that agreement other than the United
States, as qualified to serve as an International
Space Station crew member.

“(6) ‘International Space Station Intergovern-

mental Agreement’ means the Agreement Concerning

*S 1297 RS
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Cooperation on the International Space Station,

signed at Washington January 29, 1998 (TIAS

12927).7.

(¢c) DEFINITION OF LAUNCH.—Paragraph (7) of sec-
tion 50902, as redesignated, is amended by striking “and
any payload, crew, or space flight participant” and insert-
mg “and any payload or human being”.

(d) DEFINITION OF LAUNCH SERVICES.—Paragraph
(9) of section 50902, as redesignated, is amended by strik-
mg  “payload, crew (including crew training), or space
flight participant” and inserting “payload, crew (including
crew training), government astronaut, or space flight par-
ticipant”.

(¢) DEFINITION OF REENTER AND REENTRY.—Para-
graph (16) of section 50902, as redesignated, is amended
by striking “and its payload, crew, or space flight partici-
pants, if any,” and inserting “and its payload or human
beings, if any,”.

(f) DEFINITION OF REENTRY SERVICES.—Paragraph
(17) of section 50902, as redesignated, s amended by strik-
mg “payload, crew (including crew training), or space
flight participant, if any,” and inserting “payload, crew
(including crew training), government astronaut, or space

Jlight participant, +f any,”.

*S 1297 RS
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(9) DEFINITION OF SPACE FLIGHT PARTICIPANT.—
Paragraph (20) of section 50902, as redesignated, is amend-
ed to read as follows:

“(20) ‘space flight participant’ means an indi-
vidual, who 1s not crew or a government astronaut,
carried within a launch vehicle or reentry wvehicle.”.
(h) DEFINITION OF THIRD PARTY.—Paragraph

(24)(E) of section 50902, as redesignated, is amended by
mserting ©, government astronauts,” after “crew”.

(1) RESTRICTIONS ON LAUNCHES, OPERATIONS, AND
REENTRIES; SINGLE LICENSE OR PERMIT.—Section
50904(d) 1s amended by striking “activities involving crew
or space flight participants” and inserting “activities in-

volving crew, government astronauts, or space flight par-

ticipants™.
(j) LICENSE APPLICATIONS AND REQUIREMENTS; AP-
PLICATIONS.—Section 50905 is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(2), by striking “crews and
space flight participants” and inserting “crew, gov-
ernment astronauts, and space flight participants™;

(2) in subsection (b)(2)(D), by striking “crew or
space flight participants” and inserting “crew, gov-
ernment astronauts, or space flight participants™;
and

(3) in subsection (¢)—

*S 1297 RS
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(A4) in paragraph (1), by striking “crew
and space flight participants” and inserting
“crew, government astronauts, and space flight
participants”; and
(B) wn paragraph (2), by striking “to crew
or space flight participants” each place it ap-
pears and inserting “to crew, government astro-
nauts, or space flight participants”.

(k) MONITORING ACTIVITIES.—Section 50907(a) 1s
amended by striking “crew or space flight participant
training” and inserting “crew, government astronaut, or
space flight participant training”.

(1) ADDITIONAL SUSPENSIONS.—Section 50908(d)(1)
1s amended by striking “to crew or space flight partici-
pants” each place it appears and inserting “to any human
being”.

(m) KENFORCEMENT  AND  PENALTY.—Section
50917()(1)(D)(i) s amended by striking “crew or space
flight participant training site,” and inserting “crew, gov-
ernment astronaut, or space flight participant training
site,”.

(n) RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER EXECUTIVE AGENCIES,
LAWS, AND INTERNATIONAL OBLIGATIONS; NONAPPLICA-
TION.—Section 50919(qg) 1s amended to read as follows:

“(g) NONAPPLICATION.—

*S 1297 RS
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“(1) IN GENERAL.—This chapter does not apply
to—

“t4) a launch, reentry, operation of «a
launch vehicle or reentry vehicle, operation of a
launch site or reentry site, or other space activ-
ity the Government carries out for the Govern-
ment; or

“(B) planning or policies related to the
launch, reentry, operation, or activity under sub-
paragraph (A).

“(2) RULE oOF CONSTRUCTION.—The following
activities are not space activities the Government car-
ries out for the Government under paragraph (1):

“tA4) A government astronaut being carried
within a launch vehicle or reentry vehicle under
this chapter.

“(B) A government astronaut performing
activities directly relating to the launch, reentry,
or other operation of the launch vehicle or re-
entry vehicle under this chapter.”.

(0) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this Act, or

22 the amendments made by this Act, may be construed to

23 modify or affect any law relating to astronauts.
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SEC. 12. STREAMLINE COMMERCIAL SPACE LAUNCH ACTIVI-
TIES.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It 1s the sense of Congress
that eliminating duplicative requirements and approvals
Jor commercial launch and reentry operations will promote
and encourage the development of the commercial space sec-
tor.

(b) REAFFIRMATION OF PoLIicY.—Congress reaffirms
that the Secretary of Transportation, in overseeing and co-
ordinating commercial launch and reentry operations,
should—

(1) promote commercial space launches and reen-
tries by the private sector;

(2) facilitate Government, State, and private sec-
tor involvement in enhancing U.S. launch sites and
Jacilities;

(3) protect public health and safety, safety of
property, national security interests, and foreign pol-
ey interests of the United States; and

(4) consult with the head of another executive
agency, ncluding the Secretary of Defense or the Ad-
manistrator of the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration, as necessary to provide consistent
application of licensing requirements under chapter
509 of title 51, United States Code.

(¢) REQUIREMENTS.—
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(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Transpor-
tation under section 50918 of title 51, United States
Code, and subject to section 50905(b)(2)(C) of that
title, shall consult with the Secretary of Defense, the
Admanistrator of the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration, and the heads of other executive
agencies, das appropriate—

(A) to identify all requirements that are 1m-
posed to protect the public health and safety,
safety of property, national security interests,
and foreign policy interests of the United States
relevant to any commercial launch of a launch
vehicle or commercial reentry of a reentry vehi-
cle; and

(B) to evaluate the requirements identified
m subparagraph (A) and, in coordination with
the licensee or transferee and the heads of the rel-
evant executive agencies—

(1) determine whether the satisfaction
of a requirement of one agency could result

m the satisfaction of a requirement of an-

other agency; and

(11) resolve any inconsistencies and re-
move any outmoded or duplicative require-

ments or approvals of the Federal Govern-
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ment relevant to any commercial launch of
a launch vehicle or commercial reentry of a
reentry vehicle.

(2) REPORTS.—Not later than 180 days after the
date of enactment of this Act, and annually thereafter
until the Secretary of Transportation determines no
outmoded or duplicative requirements or approvals of
the Federal Government exist, the Secretary of Trans-
portation, in consultation with the Secretary of De-
Jense, the Admanistrator of the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration, the commercial space sec-
tor, and the heads of other executive agencies, as ap-
propriate, shall submit to the Commaittee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate, the
Committee on Science, Space, and Technology of the
House of Representatives, and the congressional de-
Jfense commattees a report that includes the following:

(A) A description of the process for the ap-
plication for and approval of a permit or license
under chapter 509 of title 51, Unated States

Code, for the commercial launch of a launch ve-

hicle or commercial reentry of a reentry vehicle,

meluding the identification of—
(1) any unique requirements for oper-

ating on a United States Government
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launch site, reentry site, or launch property;
and
(11) any inconsistent, outmoded, or du-
plicative requirements or approvals.

(B) A description of current efforts, if any,

to coordinate and work across executive agencies

to define interagency processes and procedures

Jor sharing information, avoiding duplication of

effort, and resolving common agency require-

ments.

may

(C) Recommendations for legislation that
SJurther—

(1) streamline requirements in order to
vmprove efficiency, reduce unnecessary costs,
resolve inconsistencies, remove duplication,
and mainimaze  unwarranted —constraints;
and

(11) consolidate or modify requirements
across affected agencies into a single appli-
cation set that satisfies the requirements

wdentified in paragraph (1)(A).

(3) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this sub-

section—

*S 1297 RS



O o0 N N W BB W

| \O IR \© R \O R \O N O R N e e e e e T e e e e
A W O = O O 0NN N N R WD = O

40
(A) any applicable definitions set forth in
section 50902 of title 51, United States Code,

shall apply;

)
b

(B) the terms “launch”, “reenter”, and “re-
entry” include landing of a launch vehicle or re-
entry vehicle; and

(C) the terms “Unated States Government
launch site” and “United States Government re-
entry site” include any necessary facility, at
that location, that 1s commercially operated on

United States Government property.

SEC. 13. OPERATION AND UTILIZATION OF THE ISS.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It 1s the sense of Congress
that—

(1) maximum utilization of partnerships, sci-
entific research, commercial applications, and explo-
ration test bed capabilities of the ISS is essential to
ensuring the greatest return on investments made by
the United States and its international partners in
the development, assembly, and operations of that
unique facility; and

(2) every effort should be made to ensure that de-
cisions regarding the service life of the ISS are based

on the station’s projected capability to continue pro-
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viding effective and productive research and explo-
ration test bed capabilities.

(b) CONTINUATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL SPACE

STATION.
(1) IN GENERAL.—RSection 501 of the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration Authorization

Act of 2010 (42 U.S.C. 18351) 1s amended—

(A) in the heading, by striking “THROUGH
2020”’; and

(B) in subsection (a), by striking “through
at least 20207 and inserting “through at least
20247,

(2) MAINTENANCE OF THE UNITED STATES SEG-
MENT AND ASSURANCE OF CONTINUED OPERATIONS
OF THE INTERNATIONAL SPACE STATION.—Section
503 of the National Aeronautics and Space Adminis-
tration Authorization Act of 2010 (42 U.S.C. 18353)
18 amended—

(A) in subsection (a), by striking “through
at least September 30, 20207 and inserting
“through at least September 30, 2024”; and

(B) in subsection (b)(1), by striking “In
carrying out subsection (a), the Admainistrator”

and inserting “The Administrator”.
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(3) RESEARCI CAPACITY ALLOCATION AND INTE-

GRATION OF RESEARCH PAYLOADS.—Section 504(d) of

the National Aeronautics and Space Admainistration

Authorization Act of 2010 (42 U.S.C. 18354(d)) 1is

amended by striking “September 30, 2020 each place

it appears and inserting “at least September 30,

2024

(4) MAINTAINING USE THROUGH AT LEAST
2024.—Section 70907 1is amended to read as follows:
“§ 70907. Maintaining use through at least 2024

“(a) Poricy—The Administrator shall take all nec-
essary steps to ensure that the International Space Station
remains a viable and productwe facility capable of poten-
tial United States utilization through at least September
30, 2024.

“(b) NASA AcriONS.—In furtherance of the policy
under subsection (a), the Administrator shall ensure, to the
extent practicable, that the International Space Station, as
a designated national laboratory—

“(1) remains viable as an element of overall ex-
ploration and partnership strategies and approaches;
“(2) 1s considered for use by all NASA mission
directorates, as appropriate, for technically appro-
priate scientific data gathering or technology risk re-

duction demonstrations; and
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“(3) remains an effective, functional vehicle pro-
viding research and test bed capabilities for the
Unated States through at least September 30, 2024.”.
(5) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING —AMEND-
MENTS.—

(A) TABLE OF CONTENTS OF 2010 ACT.—The
item relating to section 501 wn the table of con-
tents in section 1(b) of the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration Authorization Act of
2010 (124 Stat. 2806) 1is amended by striking
“through 2020

(B) TABLE OF CONTENTS OF CHAPTER
709.—The table of contents for chapter 709 is
amended by amending the item relating to sec-

tion 70907 to read as follows:

»

“70907. Maintaining use through at least 2024.
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