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To amend the Small Business Act to provide for improvements to small
business development centers.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES
APRIL 16, 2015

Mr. VITTER introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred
to the Committee on Small Business and Entrepreneurship
JUNE 10, 2015
Reported by Mr. VITTER, with an amendment

[Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert the part printed in italic]

A BILL

To amend the Small Business Act to provide for

improvements to small business development centers.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
2 twes of the Unated States of America in Congress assembled,
3 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.
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“SEC. 48. USE OF AUTHORIZED ENTREPRENEURIAL DEVEL-
OPMENT PROGRAMS:
to deliver entreprenetrial development serviees; en-
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erat; or & spouse of a member of the Armed
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1 SEC. 7. ASSISTANCE TO OUT-OF-STATE SMALL BUSINESSES.
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shal; to the mrdmm extent prae-
SEG: 8: CONFIDENTIALITY REQUIREMENTS:
SEC. 9. LIMITATION ON AWARD OF GRANTS TO SMALL
BUSINESS BEVEELOPMENT CENTERS:
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sub-

eiptent ander this seetion from enterine nto a erant;
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.
This Act may be cited as the “Small Business Develop-
ment Centers Improvement Act of 20157
SEC. 2. USE OF AUTHORIZED ENTREPRENEURIAL DEVELOP-
MENT PROGRAMS.
The Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 631 et seq.) is
amended—
(1) by redesignating section 47 as section 48;
and
(2) by inserting after section 46 the following:
“SEC. 47. USE OF AUTHORIZED ENTREPRENEURIAL DEVEL-
OPMENT PROGRAMS.
“(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any other provi-
ston of law, the Administrator shall only use the programs

authorized in sections 7(j), 7(m), 8(a), 8(b)(1), 21, 22, 29,
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10
and 32 of this Act, and sections 358 and 389 of the Small

Business Investment Act (15 U.S.C. 689g and 690h) to de-
liver entrepreneurial development services, entrepreneurial
education, support for the development and maintenance of
clusters, or business training.

“(b) EXCEPTION.—This section shall not apply to—

“(1) services provided to assist small business
concerns owned by an Indian tribe (as such term is
defined in section S8(a)(13));

“(2) activities and programs in support of «a
member of the Armed Forces, including a member of
a reserve component of the Armed Forces named in
section 10101 of title 10, United States Code, a vet-
eran, or a spouse of a member of the Armed Forces
or a veteran;

“(3) the Microenterprise Technical Assistance
and Capacity Bwilding Program established under
subtitle C of title I of the Riegle Communaty Develop-
ment and Regulatory Improvement Act of 1994 (15
U.S.C. 6901 et seq.);

“(4) the State Trade and FExport Promotion
Grant Program established under section 1207 of the
Small  Business Export Enhancement and Inter-
national Trade Act of 2010 (15 U.S.C. 649b note);

and

*S 999 RS



11
1 “(5) the Federal and State Technology Partner-

ship Program established under section 34.”.
SEC. 3. MARKETING OF SERVICES.
Section 21 of the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 648)

18 amended by adding at the end the following:

2
3
4
5
6 “(o) NO PROHIBITION OF MARKETING OF SERVICES.—
7 The Admanistrator shall not prohibit applicants receiving
8 grants under this section from marketing and advertising
9 their services to individuals and small businesses.”.

10 SEC. 4. DATA COLLECTION.

11 Section 21(a)(3)(A) of the Small Business Act (15

12 U.S.C. 648(a)(3)(A)) is amended—

13 (1) by striking “as provided in this section and”
14 and inserting “as provided in this section,”; and

15 (2) by inserting before the period at the end the
16 Jollowing: “, and (iv) governing data collection activi-
17 ties related to applicants recewving grants under this
18 section”.

19 SEC. 5. FEES FROM PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS AND CO-

20 SPONSORSHIPS.
21 Section 21(a)(3)(C) of the Small Business Act (15

22 U.S.C. 648(a)(3)(C)) is amended to read as follows:

23 “(C) Participation in private partnerships and
24 cosponsorships with the Administration shall not
25 limit small Dusiness development centers from col-
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lecting fees or other income related to the operation

of such private partnerships and cosponsorships.”.

SEC. 6. EQUITY FOR SMALL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT CEN-

TERS.

Section 21(a)(4)(C)(v)(1) of the Small Business Act
(15 U.S.C. 648(a)(4)(C)(v)(1)) s amended—

(1) by striking “this section” and all that follows

through “pay expenses enumerated” and inserting

“this

section, not more than $500,000 may be used by

the Admanistration to pay expenses enwmerated”; and

«,

(2) by striking “; and” and all that follows and

mserting a period.

SEC. 7. ASSISTANCE TO OUT-OF-STATE SMALL BUSINESSES.

Section 21(b)(3) of the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C.

648(b)(3)) 1s amended—

(1) by striking “(3) At the discretion” and in-

serting the following:

“(3) ASSISTANCE TO OUT-OF-STATE SMALL BUSI-

NESSES.—

*S 999 RS

“(A) IN GENERAL.—At the discretion”; and
(2) by adding at the end the following:
“(B) DISASTER RECOVERY ASSISTANCE.—
“(t) IN GENERAL.—AL the discretion of
the Admanastrator, the Admainistrator may

authorize a small business development cen-
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13
ter to provide advice, information, and as-
sistance, as described in subsection (c), to a
small business concern located outside of the
State, without regard to geographic prox-
ity to the small business development
center, if the small business concern is lo-
cated i an area for which the President
has declared a major disaster under section
401 of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief
and Ewmergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C.
5170).
“(in) TERM.—

“(I) IN GENERAL—A small busi-
ness development center may provide
advice, information, and assistance to
a small business concern under clause
(1) for a period of not more than 2
years after the date on which the Presi-
dent declared a major disaster under
section 401 of the Robert T. Stafford
Disaster Relief and Emergency Assist-
ance Act (42 U.S.C. 5170) for the area
wm which the small business concern is

located.
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“(I1) EXTENSION.—The Adminis-
trator may, at the discretion of the Ad-
ministrator, extend the period de-
sceribed in subclause (1).

“(I1I) CoNTINUITY OF SERV-
ICES.—A small business development
center that provides counselors to an
area described in clause (1) shall, to the
maximum extent practicable, ensure
continuity of services in any State in
which the small business development
center otherwise provides services.

“(IV) ACCESS TO DISASTER RE-
COVERY FACILITIES.—For purposes of
this subparagraph, the Administrator
shall, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, permit the personnel of a small
business development center to use any
site or facility designated by the Ad-
munistrator for use to provide disaster

recovery assistance.”.

SEC. 8. CONFIDENTIALITY REQUIREMENTS.

Section 21(a)(7)(A) of the Small Business Act (15

24 U.S.C. 648(a)(7)(A)) s amended by inserting after “under
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this section” the following: “to any State, local or Federal
agency, or third party”.
SEC. 9. LIMITATION ON AWARD OF GRANTS TO SMALL BUSI-
NESS DEVELOPMENT CENTERS.

Section 21 of the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 648),
as amended by section 3 of this Act, s further amended
by adding at the end the following:

“(p) LIMITATION ON AWARD OF GRANTS.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—Except for not-for-profit in-
stitutions of hagher education, and notwithstanding
any other provision of law, the Administrator may
not award grants (including contracts and coopera-
twe agreements) under this section to any entity other
than those that received grants (including contracts
and cooperative agreements) under this section prior
to September 30, 2015, and that seek to remew such
grants (including contracts and cooperative agree-
ments) after such date.

“(2) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—This subsection
shall not be construed to prohibit a grant recipient
under this section from entering into a grant, con-

tract, or cooperative agreement with any other enti-

2

ty.”.
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To amend the Small Business Act to provide for
improvements to small business development cen-
ters.

JUNE 10, 2015

Reported with an amendment
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