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S.27

Introduced by Senator Pollina

Referred to Committee on Government Operations

Date: January 15, 2013

Subject: Human services; individuals with disabilities; respectful language
Statement of purpose: This bill proposes to replace with respectful language

offensive terms used for individuals with a disability.

An act relating to respectful language in the Vermont Statutes Annotated

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:

(a) \_I':@‘lr the purpose of reversing demeaning stereotypes, changing negative

attitudes, and tultivating a culture of respect toward persons with disabilities,

the General Assembl s to replace offensive statutory terms with language

that recognizes persons as op to their disabilities.

(b) Notwithstanding Secs. 7, 10a, , and 223, nothing in this act shall be

construed to ater the substance or effect of ing law or judicial precedent.

Changes in terminology made in this act are merely t to reflect evolving

attitudes toward persons with disabilities.

VT LEG #282990 v.1
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Legidlative Proceedings
§331. DEFINITIONS
As used in this subchapte

(1) “Beaf Person who is asaf or hard of hearing persen” means any

v,

person who has such difficulty heariNg, even with amplification, that he or she

cannot rely on hearing for communicati og.

Commission of the Deaf and Hearing Impaired.

VT LEG #282990 v.1
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a) Any person who isdeaf or hard of hearing persen who is a party or
witnesg in any proceeding shall be entitled to be provided with a qualified
interpreteNfor the duration of the person’s participation in the proceeding.

(b) Any pe&son who isdeaf or hard of hearing person shall be entitled to be
provided with a galified interpreter upon five working days’ notice that the
person has reasonablé\need to do any of the following:

(1) Transact businégs with any state board or agency.

(2) Participate in any sigte-sponsored activity, including public hearings,
conferences, and public meetings

(3) Participate in any official Xate legisative activities.

(c) If aperson who isdeaf or hard of\gearing persen is unable to use or
understand sign language, the presiding offider or state board or agency or state
legislative official shall, upon five working days\ notice, make available
appropriate assistive listening equipment for use duNng the proceeding or
activity.

§333. APPOINTMENT OF INTERPRETER

(@) The presiding officer in a proceeding shall appoint an indrpreter after
making a preliminary determination that the interpreter is able to regdily
communicate with the person who is deaf or hard of hearing persen, to

accurately interpret statements or communications from the person who is ¥eaf

VT LEG #282990 v.1
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Commission of the Deaf and Hearing Impaired shall, by rule, establish factors

to be considered by the presiding officer under section 333 of this title before
appointing an interpreter Who is not aqualified interpreter. Such factors shall
encourage the widest availabNty of interpretersin Vermont while at the same
time ensuring that the interpreter?

(1) isableto communicate reaqily with the person who is deaf or hard

of hearing persen;
(2) isabletointerpret accurately stateuents or communications by the
person who is deaf or hard of hearing persen;

(3) isabletointerpret the proceedings to the person who is deaf or hard

of hearing persen;
(4) shall maintain confidentiality;
(5) shall beimpartial with respect to the outcome of the proceeding;

(6) shall not exert any influence over the person who is deaf §r hard of

hearing persen; and

VT LEG #282990 v.1
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toRandle.

§337. RBWIEW

(a) A deci§on, order, or judgment of a court or administrative agency may
be reversed on apfeal if the court or agency finds that a person who is deaf or
hard of hearing perseR who was a party or awitness in the proceeding was
deprived of an opportunity to communicate effectively, and that the
deprivation was prejudicial.

-

§ 338. ADMISSIONS; CONFESSIONS

(@ Anadmission or confession by ajNerson who is deaf or hard of hearing
persoh made to a law enforcement officer or\any other person having a
prosecutorial function may only be used againstthe person in a criminal
proceeding if:

(1) The admission or confession was made knowNgly, voluntarily, and
intelligently and is not subject to alternative interpretations¥esulting from the
person’s habits and patterns of communication.

(2) The admission or confession, if made during a custodial

interrogation, was made after reasonabl e steps were taken, including biX-re

VT LEG #282990 v.1



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

BILL ASINTRODUCED AND PASSED BY SENATEAND HOUSE S.27
2013 Page 6 of 309

delendant understood his or her constitutional rights.

(b)\I'he provisions of subsection (a) of this section supplement the
constitutiogal rights of the person who is deaf or hard of hearing persen.

§339. COMMUNICATIONS MADE TO INTERPRETERS; PROHIBITION
ON DISCNOSURE

(@ Aninterpreter \whether or not the interpreter is aqualified interpreter,
shall not disclose or testity to:

(1) acommunication Made by a person to an interpreter acting in his or
her capacity as an interpreter for § person who is deaf or hard of hearing persen
or aperson with limited English prof\ciency; or

(2) any information obtained by the interpreter while acting in his or her
capacity as an interpreter for a person who iSdeaf or hard of hearing persen or
a person with limited English proficiency.

(b) Thereisno prohibition on disclosure under tNjs section if the services
of the interpreter were sought or obtained to enable or akJ anyone to commit or
plan to commit what the person who is deaf or hard of heariQg persen or the
person with limited English proficiency knew or reasonably should have

known to be a crime or fraud.

* * %

VT LEG #282990 v.1
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(c) Any emplOyee who participates in an exchange under the terms of this
section who suffers has a disability or death dies as aresult of persona injury
arising out of and in the cQurse of an exchange, or sustained in performance of
dutiesin connection therewitR, shall be treated, for the purposes of the sending
agency’ s employee compensatioNprogram, as an employee, as defined in the
law creating that program, who has s\ystained the injury in the performance of
his or her duty, but shall not receive ben&{its under that law for any period for
which he or sheis entitled to and € ects to regeive similar benefits under the

receiving agency’ s employee compensation prog

connection therewith, shall be treated for the purpose of receiving agency’?

VT LEG #282990 v.1
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has sustained the injury in the performance of that duty, but shall not receive
benefiyg under that law for any period for which he or she electsto receive
similar beNgfits as an employee under the sending agency’ s employee
compensation\grogram.

Sec. 5. 3V.SA. §12§(a) isamended to read:

(a8 Any hospital, clinig, community mental health center, or other health
careinstitution in which alicgnsee performs professional services shall report
to the appropriate board, along with supporting information and evidence, any
disciplinary action taken by it or its gff, after an initial investigation or
hearing in which the licensee has been aXorded the opportunity to participate,
which limits or conditions the licensee's priwlege to practice or leads to
suspension or expulsion from the institution. The report shall be made within
ten days of the date sueh the disciplinary action was\aken, regardless of
whether the action is the subject of a pending appeal, a{ in the case of a
licensee who is employed by, or under contract with, a comiaunity mental
health center, a copy of the report shall also be sent to the commjssionere

mental-health-and-mentalretardation Commissioner of Mental Heakh. This

section shall not apply to cases of resignation, separation from service, Qr

changesin privileges which are unrelated to:

VT LEG #282990 v.1
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6. 3V.S.A. 8§309aisamended to read:

§ 3098, EMPLOYMENT OF FHEHANBICAPPED PERSONS WITH

SABILITIES

() The eowamissioner Commissioner shall adopt rules under chapter 25 of
thistitle in consulgtion with appropriate vocational rehabilitation agencies,
interested private assdgiations and organizations, and interested individualsto
establish procedures on the employment of the-handicapped persons with
disabilities.

(b) Rules adopted by the corpissioner Commissioner shall alow

flexibility with respect to hiring handicapped persons with a disability. The
commissiener Commissioner may requirg certification by the eemmissioner-of

he- department-of disabilities-aging—and-Hhagpendent-Hiving Commissioner of

Disabilities, Aging, and Independent Living to agcompany the usual

application for employment. The eommmissionerof-¥ye-department-o
disabilities-aging,-and-ndependent-Hving Commissione of Disabilities,

Aqing, and Independent Living shall indicate in its certifi

(1) theapplicant isphysically qualified to do the work wkhout hazard to
himself or herself or others; and
(2) the applicant is competent to maintain himself or herself in ayvork

environment.

VT LEG #282990 v.1
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the rule or procedure.

(b)(1) Agencies may revise existing Nl es to use respectful language

consistent with the Vermont Statutes Annotated and the respectful language

study produced in accordance with 2012 Acts Resolves No. 24, Sec. 1

without engaging in the administrative rulemaki n&ocedures described in this

chapter. Such authority pertains only to nonsubstantiveXevisions that replace

potentially disrespectful language with respectful language ®nd does not confer

authority to make other changes.

(2) When an agency proposes to amend an existing rule, it | replace

terms identified as potentially disrespectful by the study produced in

accordance with 2012 Acts and Resolves No. 24, Sec. 1 with respectful

VT LEG #282990 v.1



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

BILL ASINTRODUCED AND PASSED BY SENATEAND HOUSE S.27
2013 Page 11 of 309

bﬁe(e appropriate.

) All new rules adopted by agencies shall use respectful lanquage

cons ste}wi th the Vermont Statutes Annotated and the respectful language

study prodtéd in accordance with 2012 Acts and Resolves No. 24, Sec. 1,

where appropriat

Sec. 7a. 3V.S.A. 8§ 202 is amended to read:
§2002. EXECUTIVE ORDERS
(d) The geverner Governdy may propose by executive order changesin the

organization of the Executive Branch of government which

are not consistent with or will supersgde existing organization provided for by
law. The executive order shall be submited to both houses of the general

assembly General Assembly.

(b) An executive order issued under this chaiter shall be presented to the

general-assembly General Assembly within 90 days, or before 1y

adjournment of that annual session, whichever comesfirst.

VT LEG #282990 v.1
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prigted with the session laws and published as an appendix to the Vermont

Statutés Annotated.

(d)(1) Wotwithstanding subsections (a) and (b) of this section, the Governor

may reviseé)@i ng executive orders to use respectful language consistent with

Vermont Statutéannotated and the respectful language study produced in

accordance with ZO}AActs and Resolves No. 24, Sec. 1. The authority

pertains only to nonsuk&tive revisions using respectful language and does

not confer authority to make §ther changes.

(2) All new executive ordexs proposed by the Governor shall use

respectful language consistent with the Vermont Statutes Annotated and the

respectful language study produced inécordance with 2012 Acts and

Resolves No. 24, Sec. 1, where appropriate.

Sec. 8. 3V.SA. 83002(b) isamended to read:

(b) Thefollowing units are attached to the agency for administrative
support:

(1) Vermont veterans—home Veterans Home.

(2) Governor’s committee-on-chitdren-and-youth Commi¥ee on Children

and Y outh.

(3) Interdepartmenta esuneH-en-agirg Council on Aging.

(4)(17) [Repedled)]

VT LEG #282990 v.1
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Committee on Employment of People with Disabilities.

9) [Repealed]
(20)\] Repealed.]
Sec. 9. 3V.S\. §3026(a) is amended to read:

() The secretagy

human-services Secretary of Human Services, the

alaalaallaaVala
O - aw

er-of-edudgtion Secretary of Education, and the president President

of the University of Vermpnt shall establish aresearch partnership to study and
make recommendations for ilgproving the effectiveness of state and |ocal
health, human services, and educgtion programs. Critical program outcomes
relating to the well-being of Vermonters that should be addressed by the
research partnership may include-withetttmitation; the following:

* % *

(8) Elders People who are elderly and peogle with disabilities live with

dignity and independence in settings they prefer.
Sec. 10. 3V.SA. § 3085b(f) is amended to read:

(f) The commission Commission shall advise state agencies\on matters of
state policy relating to Alzheimer’ s disease and other dementia-rel aed
disordersin Vermont for both the public and private sectors. The eorfgission

Commission shall:

VT LEG #282990 v.1
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(3) Review or participate in the development of laws, rules, and other

(10) All pretective guardianship services proceeding?
developmentally-disabled persons proeeedings with developm

filed pursuant to 18 V.S.A. chapter 215 of Fitle 18.

*

*

*

for

Ntal disabilities

VT LEG #282990 v.1
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(@ unl
shall consist of:
(2)(A) For casesir\the family division, except as provided in
subdivision (B) of this subdiwsion (2), one presiding superior judge and two
assistant judges, if available.
(B) Thefamily court shall 8pnsist of one presiding superior judge
sitting alone in the following proceedings;
(i) All juvenile proceedings file pursuant to 33 V.S.A. chapters

51, 52, and 53 efFitte-33, including proceeding§involving “youthful

offenders” pursuant to 33 V.S.A. 8 5281, whether the matter originated in the

criminal or family division of the superior court.

(i) All pretective guardianship services
developmentally-disabled persons proeceedings with developm
filed pursuant to 18 V.S.A. chapter 215 of Fitle 18.

Ntal disabilities

(iif) All mental health proceedings filed pursuant to 18 V.

chapters 179, 181, and 185 ef Fitle-18.

VT LEG #282990 v.1
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§ 311a VENUE GENERAL\Y

For proceedings authorized to\he probate division of superior court, venue
shall lieas provided in Title 14A forthe administration of trusts, and otherwise

in aprobate district as follows:

(7) Appointment of aguardian of a persoi\resident in this state:

A) inthedistrict where the ward person Ugder guardianship resides

at the time of appointment;, except

B} when the guardian is appointed for aminor whQ isinterested in a
decedent’ s estate as an heir, devisee, or legatee or representativgof either, in

the district where the decedent’ s estate is being probated.

* * %

VT LEG #282990 v.1
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(13) Change of residentialplacement for a ward person under total or

l[imited guardianship:
(A) inthedistrict of the appoirng court; or

(B) inthedistrict where the ward person under guardianship resides.

(17) Adoption:
(A) if the adopting person or persons are residgnts of this state, in the
district where they reside; or
(B) if the adopting person or persons are nonresidents\in a court of

competent jurisdiction where they reside; or

(C) if the prospective adoptee is a minor who has been relinqyshed

or committed to the department-of-social-and-rehabiitation-services

VT LEG #282990 v.1
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(25) P&ition for license to convey homestead interest of an-tasane a

spouse who has a\najor psychiatric disability: in the district where the

homestead is situat

(26) Declaratory jodgments (unless otherwise provided in Title 14A for

of the superior court, in that district;
(B) if no proceeding is pendin
(1) inthedistrict where the petit\oner resides; or

(i) if adecedent’s estate, a guardiaMor ward person under
guardianship, or trust governed by Title 14 is the sulject of the proceeding, in

any district where venue lies for a proceeding thereon.

Sec. 14. 5V.S.A. § 3529 is amended to read:
8§3529. WHEN OWNER ISAN INFANT

INSANE OR HAS AN INTELLECTUAL OR PSYCHIATRI

DISABILITY

VT LEG #282990 v.1
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or Yas an intellectual disability or major psychiatric disability, or does not

reside\\n this state State, or is not known, the corporation shall cause the
damages \stained by the owner to be determined in the manner heretofore
described, and\shall pay the same to the lawful owner when demanded, with
interest thereon. Such damages and interest shall be a specific lien upon the
real estate of such coryoration, and be preferred before any other demand
against such corporation.
Sec. 15. 6 V.S.A. 8§ 2777(d) ds amended to read:

(d) Unpasteurized milk shall §onform to the following production and

marketing standards:

pregnant women can cause illness, miscarriage, or fetal death, or degth of a
newborn.” on the container’ s principal display panel and clearly readablein

letters at least one-sixteenth inch in height.

VT LEG #282990 v.1
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* k%

(4) Customer inspection and notification.

A sign with the words “ Unpasteurized (Raw) Milk. Not
pasteurized. Keep Refrigerated.” and “This product has not been pasteurized
and therefore m

contain harmful bacteriathat can causeillness particularly

in children, the persols who are elderly, and persons with weakened immune

systems and in pregnant Women can cause illness, miscarriage, or fetal death,
or death of anewborn.” shallNge displayed prominently on the farm in a place
where it can be easily seen by cusomers. The lettering shall be at least one
inch in height and shall be clearly r
Sec. 16. 8 V.S.A. § 3835(3) is amended\p read:
(3 “Chronicaly ill” means:
(A) being unable to perform at least twQ activities of daily living,
including eating, toileting, transferring, bathing, dressing, or continence;
(B) requiring substantial supervision to protec\the individual from

threats to health and safety due to intellectual

disability; or
(C) having alevel of disability similar to that described i

subdivision (A) of this subdivision (3) as determined by the appropriat

VT LEG #282990 v.1
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prdgram.
Sec. 1X, 8 V.SA. § 4080f(a) is amended to read:
(@) As\sedin thissection:

(3) “Chronig care” means health services provided by a health care
professional for an estgblished clinical condition that is expected to last a year
or more and that requires\gngoing clinical management attempting to restore
the individua to highest funci{on, minimize the negative effects of the
condition, and prevent complicath\ons related to chronic conditions. Examples
of chronic conditions include diabeteg§, hypertension, cardiovascular disease,
cancer, asthma, pulmonary disease, subskance abuse, mental-Hness psychiatric
disability, spinal cord injury, and hyperlipidémia.

(8) “Primary care” means health services proXded by health care
professionals, including naturopathic physicians licensey pursuant to 26 V.S.A.
chapter 81, who are specifically trained for and skilled in filg-contact and
continuing care for individual s with signs, symptoms, or health\¢concerns, not
limited by problem origin, organ system, or diagnosis, and shall include

prenatal care and the treatment of mental-Hhess psychiatric disability.

* * %
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c) A health insurance plan shall not impose greater coinsurance,
co-payxnent, deductible, or other cost-sharing requirements for coverage of the
diagnosis & treatment of early childhood developmental disorders than apply
to the diagnosis and treatment of any other physical or mental health condition
under the plan.

Sec. 19. 8 V.S A. § 4Q89b is amended to read:
§4089. HEALTH INSMRANCE COVERAGE, MENTAL HEALTH, AND
SUBSTANCE ABNSE

(@ Itisthegoa of the generakassembly General Assembly that treatment

for mental health conditions be recoggized as an integral component of health
care, that health insurance plans cover al\necessary and appropriate medical
services without imposing practices that credte barriers to receiving appropriate
care, and that integration of health care be recoghized as the standard for care
in this state State.
(b) Asused in this section:
*x
(2) “Mental health condition” means any condition or diSQrder involving

mental-HHness psychiatric disabilities or a cohol or substance abusethat falls

under any of the diagnostic categories listed in the mental disorders sectjon of

the international classification of disease, as periodically revised.

VT LEG #282990 v.1
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c) A health insurance plan shall provide coverage for treatment of a mental
health\condition and shall:
(1) Wot establish any rate, term, or condition that places a greater burden

on an insuredYor access to treatment for amental health condition than for

insurance plan comprehensiV for coverage of both mental health and physical
health conditions.
(d)(D)(A) A heath insurance plar\that does not otherwise provide for
management of care under the plan, or that does not provide for the same
degree of management of care for al health §onditions, may provide coverage
for treatment of mental kealth conditions througR a managed care organization,
provided that the managed care organization isin cogpliance with the rules
adopted by the eemmissioner Commissioner that assur
delivery of treatment for mental health conditions does not §jminish or negate
the purpose of this section. In reviewing rates and forms pursuagt to section
4062 of thistitle, the eemmissioner Commissioner shall consider t

compliance of the policy with the provisions of this section.

VT LEG #282990 v.1
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asdure ensure that:

(vi) the hedlth insurance plan is consistent with the Blueprint for
Health with regpect to mental health conditions, as determined by the
commissioner Conamissioner under 18 V.S.A. § 9414(b)(2);

(vii) aqguglity improvement project is completed annualy asa
joint project between theealth insurance plan and its mental health managed
care organi zation to implemeRt policies and incentives to increase
collaboration among providers thet will facilitate clinical integration of
services for medical and mental heal¥ conditions, including:

(I evidence of how data'gollected from the quality
improvement project are being used to inforl the practices, policies, and
future direction of care management programs f& mental health
conditions; and

(I1) demonstration of how the quality ingrovement project is
supporting the incorporation of best practices and evidenceXased guidelines
into the utilization review of mental health conditions;

*x
(C) Prior to the adoption of rules pursuant to this subdivision\the

commissioner Commissioner shall consult with the eommissionerof-menta

VT LEG #282990 v.1
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alala' a' --n-.-‘--- -’ \ /l NN ata’ a a¥a ala' - - aWa'a --.-l-

toSubsection (h) of this section concerning:

(i) developing incentives and other measures addressing the
availability of providers of care and treatment for mental health conditions,
especially in ryedically underserved aress,

(i) ingorporating nationally recognized best practices and
evidence-based guideé\nes into the utilization review of mental health
conditions; and

(iii) establishing\genefit design, infrastructure support, and
payment methodology standards¥or evaluating the health insurance plan’s
consistency with the Blueprint for Haglth with respect to the care and treatment
of mental health conditions.

(2) A managed care organization prowding or administering coverage
for treatment of mental health conditions on belglf of a health insurance plan
shall comply with this section, sections 4089a and 4¥24 of thistitle, and
18 V.S.A. 8 9414, with rules adopted pursuant to those yyovisions of law, and
with all other obligations, under Title 18 and under this title\of the health
insurance plan and the health insurer on behalf of which the re\ew agent is
providing or administering coverage. A violation of any provision'gf this
section shall constitute an unfair act or practice in the business of insurgncein

violation of section 4723 of thistitle.

VT LEG #282990 v.1
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prdvide or administer coverage for treatment of mental health conditionsis

fully responsible for the acts and omissions of the managed care organization,
including &ny violations of this section or arule adopted pursuant to this

section.

(f) To bedigibleNgr coverage under this section, the service shall be
rendered:

(1) For treatment of msptal-Hhness psychiatric disabilities:

(A) by alicensed or cetyjfied mental health professional; or

(B) inamental health facilky qualified pursuant to rules adopted by

the secretary-of-hurman-serviees Secretary of Human Servicesor in an

institution, approved by the se

Secretary of Human

Services, that provides a program for the treatmagt of a mental health condition

pursuant to awritten plan. A nonprofit hospital or \medical service
corporation may require a mental health facility or licensed or certified mental
health professional to enter into a contract as a condition of'\Rroviding benefits.
(g) Onor before July 15 of each year, health insurance companigs doing

businessin Vermont whose individual share of the cemmercial

commercially insured Vermont market, as measured by covered lives,
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indyred Vermont market, shall file with the eermissioner Commissioner, in
accoragnce with standards, procedures, and forms approved by the
ommissidper Commissioner:

(1) A raport card on the health insurance plan’s performance in relation
to quality measurds for the care, treatment, and treatment options of mental
health and substance apuse conditions covered under the plan, pursuant to
standards and proceduressadopted by the eermmissioner Commissioner by rule,
and without duplicating any ngporting required of such companies pursuant to
Rule H-2009-03 of the division-of-health-care-administration Division of

Health Care Administration and regiation 95-2, “Mental Health Review

Agents,” of the division-of-tasaranee DiWsion of Insurance, as amended,

including:

(2) The health insurance plan’s revenue loss and expense\atio relating
to the care and treatment of mental health conditions covered undef\the health
insurance plan. The expense ratio report shall list amounts paid in clailgs for

services and administrative costs separately. A managed care organizatio

VT LEG #282990 v.1
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health insurance plan with which the managed care organization has contracted

to provide or adminiskgr such services. The heath insurance plan shall aso
bear responsibility for ensuring the managed care organization’s compliance
with the minimum loss ratio Negquirement pursuant to this subdivision.

(h) [Repealed.]
Sec. 19a. 8 V.S.A. §4089Db(c) is amended to read:

(c) A health insurance plan shall prowde coverage for treatment of a menta
health condition and shall:

(1) not establish any rate, term, or conditign that places a greater burden

on an insured for access to trestment for a mental cogdition than for access to

treatment for other health conditions, including no greater co-payment for

primary mental health care or services than the co-payment\applicable to care

or services provided by aprimary care provider under an insured’s policy and

no greater co-payment for speciaty mental health care or services than the

co-payment applicable to care or services provided by a specialist provider

under an insured’ s palicy;

VT LEG #282990 v.1
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* k%

20. 8V.S.A. §4100i is amended to read:

§ 4100 ANESTHESIA COVERAGE FOR CERTAIN DENTAL

licensed pursuant to 26 V.S.A. chapter 28 of Fitle 26 or by alicensed mental
health professional, whose dental needs are §yfficiently complex and urgent
that delaying or deferring treatment can be expested to result in infection, loss
of teeth, or other increased oral or dental morbidity;Xor whom a successful
result cannot be expected from dental care provided under local anesthesia; and
for whom a superior result can be expected from dental car
general anesthesia; or

* * %

(f) Asused in this section:

* * %
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pskchologist, social worker, mental health counselor, or nurse with
profes§onal training, experience, and demonstrated competence in the

treatment §f mental-Hness a psychiatric disability.

Sec. 21. 8 V.§A. §5101(4) isamended to read:

(4) “Healtihcare services” means physician, hospitalization, laboratory,
x-ray service, and meyical equipment and supplies, which may include but-are
netHmitedto: medical, Surgical, and dental care; psychological, obstetrical,
osteopathic, optometric, opti®, podiatric, chiropractic, nursing, physical therapy
services, and pharmaceutical serWces; health education; preventive medical,
rehabilitative, and home health servies; inpatient and outpatient hospital
services, extended care, nursing home caxe, convalescent institutional care,
laboratory and ambulance services, appliancgs, drugs, medicines, and supplies;
and any other care, service, or treatment of diseage or conditions, eerrection-of
defects; or the maintenance of the physical and mensal well-being of members;
Sec. 22. 8 V.SA. 8§ 8082(5) isamended to read:

(5) “Long-term care insurance” means any insurance\golicy or rider
advertised, marketed, offered or designed to provide coverage fQr not less than
12 consecutive months for each covered person on an expense incuyed,
indemnity, prepaid, or other basis, for one or more necessary or medically

necessary diagnostic, preventive, therapeutic, rehabilitative, maintenance, &

VT LEG #282990 v.1
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hospital. The term includes group and individual annuities and life insurance
policieg or riders that provide directly or supplement long-term care insurance.
The term &so includes a policy or rider that provides for payment of benefits

based upon eogritive-Hnpairment intell ectual disability or the loss of functional

capacity. Theterl also includes qualified long-term care insurance contracts.
Long-term care insurdnce may beissued by insurers, fraternal benefit societies,
nonprofit health, hospital’\and medical service corporations, prepaid health
plans, health maintenance organizations, or any similar organization to the
extent it is otherwise authorized ¥ issue life or health insurance. Long-term
care insurance shall not include any Igsurance policy that is offered primarily
to provide basic Medicare supplement cOyerage, basic hospital expense
coverage, basic medical-surgica expense coxerage, hospital confinement
indemnity coverage, major medical expense covgrage, disability income or

rel ated asset-protection coverage, accident only covage, specified disease or
specified accident coverage, or limited benefit health coyerage. With regard to
life insurance, this term does not include life insurance polidjes that accelerate
the death benefit specifically for one or more of the qualifying éyents of
terminal illness, medical conditions requiring extraordinary medica
intervention or permanent institutional confinement, and that provide the

option of alump-sum payment for those benefits where neither the benefitnor

VT LEG #282990 v.1
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aVaVWa FVTHS ar tho hon Al ono aYaVa'a Non tho rocoint o aYa¥a orn O

No¢withstanding any other provision of this chapter, any product advertised,
markeed, or offered as long-term care insurance shall be subject to the
provisiond\of this chapter.
Sec. 23. 8 V.§A. § 8085(b) is amended to read:
(b) No long-texm care insurance policy may:
(4) deny benefits dx coverage on the basis that the need for services
arises from a mental health cpdition or Alzheimer’s disease and rel ated

disorders;

Sec. 24. 8 V.SA. § 10403 is amended td\read:

§10403. PROHIBITION ON DISCRIMINATION BASED ON SEX,
MARITAL STATUS, RACE, COLOR, RELIGION, NATIONAL
ORIGIN, AGE, SEXUAL ORIENTATION, GENDER IDENTITY,
OR HANBICAPPING-CONDBHHON DISABNITY

(8 No financid institution shall discriminate against an applicant for

credit services on the basis of the sex, marital status, race, color\religion,

national origin, age, sexua orientation, gender identity, or handicapping

condition disability of the applicant, provided the applicant has the lega

capacity to contract.
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* k%

c) Definitions. Asused in this section:

* * %

(6) \Handicappirg-condition Disability” applied to an applicant means a

handicappediRdividual person with adisability as defined in 21 V.S.A.

8§ 495d(5). Ferthepurpesesof Asused in this section, an applicant with a
cappirg-conditidn disability does not include an alcoholic or drug abuser
who, by reason of current\alcohol or drug use, constitutes an unacceptable
credit risk.
-

Sec. 25. 8 V.SA. 8§ 10501 is amendad to read:
§10501. BASIC BANKING

It isthe public policy of this state State to\gromote the economic viability
and prosperity of its residents and to promote, atffact and encourage savings.

The legistature General Assembly finds and declaresthat access to basic

banking services for basic depository transactions is nedgssary for the payment
of monthly expenses and for the encouragement of thrift by\/ ermont

consumers. The legistature General Assembly further finds and\declares that

reasonabl e cost basic banking services promote savings on the part'\Qf

consumers who are young, elderly and , or have low income eensumerd, and

proevides provide, through means of payment by check, draft, negotiable orer

VT LEG #282990 v.1
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whch is essential to all Vermont consumers. Therefore, it isthe purpose of
this chepter to ensure that basic banking services remain available to al
Vermont éQnsumers.
Sec. 26. 9V.§A. 8 41c(a) is amended to read:

(@) AsusedinXhis section:

(1) “Assistive device” means any item, piece of equipment, or product
system, whether acquired\commercially off-the-shelf, modified, or customized,
that is used or designed to be\ysed to increase, maintain, or improve any
functional capability of an indivi§ual with disabilities. An assistive device
system, that as awhole is within the§efinition of thisterm, isitself an assistive
device, and, in such cases, this term a so\gpplies to each component product of
the assistive device system that isitself ordinarily an assistive device. This
term includes-but-ishettnited-to:

* %
(D) hearing aids, telephone communication deyices for the-deaf

people who are deaf, and other assistive listening devices;

* * %
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8§ A362. PROHIBITION ON DISCRIMINATION BASED ON SEX,
SEXUAL ORIENTATION, GENDER IDENTITY, MARITAL
NATUS, RACE, COLOR, RELIGION, NATIONAL ORIGIN, AGE,
OR BANDICAPRPING-CONDBIHON DISABILITY
No seller shall\discriminate against any buyer or prospective buyer who
desires to establish a Mtail installment contract because of the sex, sexual
orientation, gender identity, marital status, race, color, religion, national origin,
age, or handicapping-conditiog disability of the buyer.

Sec. 28. 9V.S.A. § 2388 isameNhded to read:

§2388. PROHIBITION ON DISCRAMINATION BASED ON SEX,
SEXUAL ORIENTATION, GENDER IDENTITY, MARITAL
STATUS, RACE, COLOR, RELIG\ON, NATIONAL ORIGIN, AGE,
OR HANDICAPPING-CONDHHON DASABILITY

No person shall discriminate against any |essee O prospective lessee who
has entered into an agricultural finance lease, or who degres to enter into an
agricultural finance lease, because of the sex, sexual orientakjon, gender
identity, marital status, race, color, religion, nationa origin, ageyor

handicapping-condition disability of the lessee.
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O () () A N A1) nonaod to ronol:

8§ 2410. PROHIBITION ON DISCRIMINATION BASED ON SEX,
SEXUAL ORIENTATION, GENDER IDENTITY, MARITAL
NATUS, RACE, COLOR, RELIGION, NATIONAL ORIGIN, AGE,
OR BANDICAPRPING-CONDBIHON DISABILITY
No seller shal\discriminate against any buyer or prospective buyer who
desiresto establish aMgtail installment contract or retail charge agreement
because of the sex, sexuahorientation, gender identity, marital status, race,
color, religion, national origiN, age, or handicapping-condition disability of the
buyer.
Sec. 30. 9V.SA. §4110ais amended to read:
84110a. GASOLINE SERVICE TO BISABLED PERSONSWITH A
DISABILITY
(a) Every full-service gasoline station offering self-service pumping at a

lesser cost and every self-service gasoline station, wien requested by a motor

vehicle operator with a disability who has been issued a\randicappe

registration plate or parking card for persons with disabilitiés under the

provisions of 23 V.S.A. § 304a or under the laws of any other
reguire an attendant employed by the station to dispense gasoline

self-service cost to the operator with adisability. Gasoline stations sh

VT LEG #282990 v.1
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