State of Wisconsin

2015 Senate Bill 32

2015 WISCONSIN ACT 53

AN ACT to amend 20.255 (2) (cu),18.38 (1)@) 9., 18.43 (6) (b) 10. andlB.43 (7); ando create 118.43 (2) (1),

The

118.43 (6) (b) 1., 118.43 (9) and 18.44 of the statutesglating to: achievement gap reduction contracts requiring
participatingschools to implement strategies for improving academic performance of low—-income pupils in reading

Date of enactmentJuly 1, 2015
Date of publication*:July 2, 2015

andmathematics, granting rule—-making authorélgd making an appropriation.

people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in
senate and assembly, do enact as follows:

JOINT LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL PREFATORYNOTE: Thisbill
waspreparedor the Joint Legislative Coundl'Study Com
mittee on Student Achievement Guarantee in Education
(SAGE) Program.

SAGE is a categorical state aid program thedvides
funding to schools with low—income students in primary
grades(K-3) if certain statutory requirements anet. The
statutoryrequirements include: (a) reducing class sizes to no
largerthan 18 students to one classroom teache0 stu
dentsto two classroom teachers; (b) ensuring textain
educationand human services are available in the school; (c)
ensuringthat a rigorous curriculuns provided; and (d) pro
viding staf development and requiring professional fstaf
accountability.

Beforean eligible schooinay participate in SAGE, the
schoolboard ofthe district must enter into a contract with the
Departmentof Public Instruction (DPI) on behalf dhe
school. SAGE contracts are fdiive years and may be
renewedor additional five-year terms.

This bill creates a program entitled “Achievement Gap
Reduction”(AGR) under a new section of the statutes. The
new program is similar tahe SAGE program and incorpo
ratesmany existing aspects the SAGE program; however
it prevents DPfrom entering into any new SAGE contracts
or renewing any existing SAGE contracts.

Thenew AGR program is similar to SAGE in the follow
ing key aspects:

® The AGR program tgets funding to schools with low—
incomestudents. Participating schools are subject to a five—
yearcontractbetween the school district and DPI. The-con
tractrequires the school to meet certain conditions.

* The AGRprogram makes a school district eligible to
signan AGR contract on behalf of a school that is subject to
a SAGE contract on thefettive date of the billIt does not
authorizeany AGR contracts for schoofwot currently in
SAGE.

® The AGR program allows a participating school to meet
the obligations of its contract by limiting classroom ratios to
18:10r 30:2, provided the school district also provides profes
sionaldevelopment for teachers on small group instruction.

* The AGR program is also subject to a required annual
evaluation.

* No AGR contract may contain a waiver of AGR
requirements.Schooldistricts are currently prohibited from
requestingvaivers of SAGE requirements.

® The AGR program is funded by a sum certain amount
and prorated among all low—-income pupils in participating
grades.

Thenew AGR prograndiffers from the existing SAGE
programin the following key aspects:

® The AGR program allows a school to meet its obliga
tionsunder the contract by using one of three strategies, or a
combinationof these strategies: (a) one-to—one tutoring pro
vided by a licensed teacher; ()structional coaching for
teachersprovided by a licensed teacher; or feqintaining
18:1 or 30:2 classroom ratioand providing professional
developmenbn small group instruction. Unlike SAGE, the

* Section 9911, WIsconsINSTATUTES: Effective date of acts. “Every act and every portion of an act enacted by the legislature over thegy
partialveto which does not expressly prescribe the time when it taflees siiall take ééct on the day after its date of publication.”
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AGR program does not require all participating grades to meet
the 18:1 or 30:2 classroom ratios in order to receive funding.

* The AGR program requires a participating school to
createperformance goals, including reduction of the achieve
mentgap between low—-income studentstliat school and
studentsn the same grade and subject statewide.

® The AGR program requires school board review of
implementatiorand progrestoward achieving performance
objectives in each participating school every semester
SecTioN 1. 20.255 (2) (cu) of the statutes is amended

to read:

20.255(2) (cu) Achievement-guarantegapreduc-
tion contracts. The amounts in the schedule for aid to
schooldistricts and the program evaluation undegss.
118.43and 118.44

NoTe: Amends the name of the existing SAGE appropri

ationandappropriates a sum certain amount to fund the new
achievemengap reduction contracts authorized by the bill.

SecTioN 2. 118.38 (1) (a) 9. ofthe statutes is
amendedo read:

118.38(1) (a) 9. The requirements established for
achievemenguarantee contracts under 38 43_and for
achievemengiap reduction contracts under $8144

SecTioN 2b. 118.43 (2) (f) of the statutes is created
to read:

118.43(2) (f) The department ana school board

may agree to extend an achievement guarantee contrac&

enteredinto orrenewed in the 201041school year for

oneyear under existing contract terms.
NoTe: Allows DPI to provide a one-year extension on
existing SAGE contracts set to expire at the end of the current
2014-15school year

SecTioN 2d. 118.43 (6) (b) 10. of the statutes is
amendedo read:

118.436) (b) 10.4nBeginning inthe 2010-1 school
year and -any—subsequent-schoolyaarding in the
2015-16schoolyear $2,250 multiplied by the number of
low-incomepupils enrolled in a grade eligible for fund
ing, and in a class in which tladass size has been reduced
in the manner required under sub. (3) (a), (am), (ar), or
(at) or permitted undesub. (3m), in each school in the
schooldistrict covered by contracts under sub. (&)
and(av) and by renewals of contracts under sub(gR)

SecTioN 2f. 118.43 (6) (b) 1. of the statutes is
createdo read:

118.43(6) (b) 11. For the 2016-17 school year and
any subsequent school yeahe amount determined
unders. 118.44 (6) multiplied by the number of low-
incomepupils enrolled in a gradeligible for funding,
andin a class in which the clasie has been reduced in
themanner required undsub. (3) (a), (am), (ar), or (at)
or permitted under sub. (3m), in each school in the school
district covered by renewals of contracts under sub. (2)
(9).

SecTioN 2m. 118.43 (7) otthe statutes is amended to
read:

118.43(7) EvaLuaTiON. Beginning in the 1996-97
school year and ending in the 2014-15 school, ytker
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departmenshall arrange for an evaluation of the program
underthis section anghall allocate from the appropria
tion under s. 20.255 (2) (cu) $250,000 for that purpose.
SecTioN 3. 118.43 (9) of the statutes is created to
read:
118.43(9) Sunset. No contract may be entered into
or renewed under this section after thieetfive date of

this subsection .... [LRB inserts date].

NoTe: Prohibits the creation or renewal of SAGE -con
tractsafter the dective date of théill. Contracts will be
availableto schools currently participating in SAGE under a
new sectionof the statutes entitled “Achievement Gap Reduc
tion,” which is created in the followingeSTION.

SecTioN 4. 118.44 of the statutes is created to read:

118.44 Achievement gap reduction; stateaid. (1)
DeriNiTIONS. In this section:

(@) “Achievement gap” means the fdifence
betweenthe academic performance of low-income
pupilsin a particular school ingarticular grade in a par
ticular subjectarea and the academic performance of all
pupilsenrolled in public schools statewidethat same
gradelevel and in that same subject area.

(b) “Classsize” means the number of pupils assigned
to a regular classroom teacher on theRtiday of Sep
ember.

(c) “Low income” means the measure of low income
thatis used by the school district und@€ USC 2723

(d) “Participating grade” means grade 5-year—old
kindergarterandgrades 1 to 3 in a school subject to & con
tractunder this section.

(e) “Participating school” means sthool that has
enterednto a contract under this section.

NoTE: Maintains definitions of “class size” and “low
income” from the SAGE statute and creates new definitions

for “achievement gap,” “participatingrade,” and “participat
ing school.”

(2) EucBiLITY. (a) School districts. The school
boardof any school district that has a contract under s.
118.43 on the ékctive date of this paragraph .... [LRB
insertsdate], is eligible to enter into a contract with the
departmentinder sub. (3).

(b) Individual schools A school is eligible to partiei
pate in the program under tisisctionif the school is sub
jectto a contract under s18.43 on the=ffective date of
this paragraph .... [LRB inserts date].

NoTEe: The bill creates a new “Achievement Gap Reduc

tion” program section dhe statutes to replace the SAGE-pro

gram. This subsection provides that school districts and

schoolsthat are currently participating in SAGE will be eligi
ble to participate in the AGR program.

(3) ConTrACT. The school board of an eligible school
districtmay enter into a 5—year contract with thepart
menton behalf of one or more schools in the schuiis|
trict that are eligible under sub. (2) (b). Bchievement
gap reduction contract entered intmder this section
may include a waiver of angequirement of or rule pro
mulgatedunder the authority of this section.


http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/usc/20%20USC%202723
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(4) ReQUIREMENTS. (a) Strategies: class size;
instructionalcoaching; tutoring. The department shall
requirea school board that has enteistb a contract
undersub. (3) to implement one or more of the following
strategiesn each participating school:

1. Provide professional development related to small
groupinstruction and reduce the class size in one or more
classesn one or more participating grades to one of the

following:

a. No more than 18.

b. No morethan 30 in a combined classroom having
atleast 2 regular classroom teachers.

2. Providedata—driven instructional coaching for one

or more teachers of one or more participating grades. The

instructionshall be provided blicensed teachers who
possessppropriate content knowledge to assist elass
roomteachers in improvingstruction in math or read

ing and possess expertise in reducing the achievement

gap.
3. Provide data—-informed, one-to—one tutoring to
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NoTe: Contracts signed under the AGR program must
requirea participating school to implement one of trstate
gies, or a combination of the three. The three strategies
include:(a) small class sizes of 18:1 or 30:2 and professional
developmentrelated tosmall group instruction; (b) data—
driven instructional coaching for teachers; or (c) data—in
formedone-to—ondutoring for students at risk of diulty
with math or reading.

An AGR contract must also require annual reportong
DPI. A school district must report at the beginning of the
schoolyear what strategies it intends to use, and meysirt
by the end of the year what strategies it did use.

Further,an AGR contract must require a school to set per
formanceobjectives that include reducing the achievement
gapfor low-income pupils in math and readiagd to specify
theassessments the school will use to determinadhiteved
the objectives.

Finally, an AGR contract must require a school to
describeits implementation of the program and repitst
objectivesand its success in achieving them to the school
boardevery semester
(5) ConTRACTRENEWALS. (&) Excephts provided in
par.(b), a contract under this section may be renewed for

oneor more terms of 5 school years. No achievement gap

pupilsin one or more classes in one or more participating reduction contract renewed under this sectiomy

gradeswho are struggling with reading or mathematics
or both subjects. dtoring shall be provided during regu

lar school hours by a licensed teacher using an instruc

tional program found to be fefctive bythe What Vérks
Clearinghousef the Institute of Education Sciences.

(b) Annual eporting. The department shall require
aschool board that has enteratb a contract under sub.
(3) to annually report all of the following to the depart
ment:

1. Before November 1 of each school yeabrief
descriptionof the strategies identified under p@) that
theschool board intends to implement in epehticipat
ing grade in each participating school.

2. Before the last day of each school yedbrief
descriptionof the strategies identified under p&) that
the school board did implement in eapharticipating
gradein each participating school.

(c) Goals. Each contract entered into under ).
shallinclude a description of the performarutgectives
for the academic achievement of the pupils enrdled
participatinggrades in each participating school &mnel
formativeand summative assessments thidltbe used

includea waiver of anyequirement of or rule promul
gatedunder the authority of this section.

(b) The department may not renew a contract with
schooldistrict on behalf of a participating schoottfie
departmentletermineshat the school board has failed to

complywith the terms of the contract under sub. (4).
NoTe: Prohibits DPI from renewing an AGR contract
with a school district on behalf of any school that fails to-com
ply with the contractual requirements.

(6) Srate AD. (@) In this subsection, “amount appro
priated”means the amount under s. 20.255 (2) (cu) in any
fiscal year less $125,000.

(bm) From the appropriationnder s. 20.255 (2) (cu),
for each low—-income pupil enrolled in a participating
grade,the departmerghall pay to a school district that
hasentered into a contract with the department under this
sectionan amount determined annualbly the depart
mentas follows:

1. Determine thé¢otal number of low—income pupils
enrolledin participating grades in all school distrithst
haveentered into @ontract with the department under
this section and for whickhe department is required to

to evaluate success in attaining those objectives. Themakea payment under this subsection.

schoolboard and participating schoalsall identify spe

2. Add to thenumber of low—income pupils under

cific, measurable, and achievable performance ebjec subd.l. the number of low—income pupils for whahe

tives, including reducing the achievement gap in math
andreading in each participating grade.

(d) School boad review. The school districshall
requireeach participating school to present information
regardingthe schooB implementation of theontract
requirementsunder par(a), its performance objectives
underpar (c), and its success in attaining the objectives

departmentis required to make a payment under s.
118.43.

3. Divide the amount appropriated by the sum of
low-incomepupils under subd. 2.

(c) The school board shall use the aid under this sec
tion to satisfy the terms of the contract.

(d) The department shall cease payments under this

to the school board at the end of every semester of thesectionto anyschool district if the school board with

contract.

drawsfrom the contradbefore expiration of the contract.
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(e) The department shall promu|gate rules to imple schoolyear in whichthe school does not implement the strate
giesrequired under the AGR contract under sub. (4hat

mentand administethe payment of state aid under this grade.

subsection. o (7) EvaLuaTiON. (a) Beginning in the 2017-18
(f) Limitations on paymentif a school fails toimple  gchoolyear the department shall arrange for an annual

mentthe requirements under sub. (4) (a) in a participating ey aluationof the program under this section and shall

gradefor which thedepartment has made payment, the gjjocatefrom the appropriation under s. 20.255 (2) (cu)

schoolboardof the district shall, upon the request of the 125 ooofor that purpose.

departmentreimburse the department the amount paid  (b) The entity performing the evaluation under this

for the participating grade on the schediehalf for the  supsection shall distribute each such evaluataach

schoolyear in whichthe requirements were not imple  schooldistrict thathas entered into a contract under sub.

mented. (3).

NoTe: Applies theexisting appropriation for the SAGE NoTe: Requires DPI to arrange for yearly evaluatién
programto the newly created AGR program and creates-a for the AGR program beginning in the 2017-18 school y&dme
mula for prorating the appropriated amount amongsal subsectiorreduces the existing appropriation for evaluation
dentseligible for funding. The &:TIoN requires a school dis from $250,000 to $125,000, and requiresekeluation to be

trict to return the funds paid for a participating grade for any sentto each participating school district.




